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AMERICAN  REVOLUTION  BICENTENNIAL  SYMBOL 


The  symbol  is  derived  from  the  stars,  stripes,  and  colors  of  the 
United  States  flag.  It  takes  the  form  of  a  5-pointed  star  in  white, 
surrounded  by  continuous  red,  white,  and  blue  stripes  which  form  a 
second  star.  This  double  star  is  symbolic  of  the  two  centuries  which 
have  passed  since  the  American  Revolution. 

These  colorful  stripes  evoke  a  feeling  of  festivity  and  suggest 
the  furled  bunting  traditionally  used  in  times  of  celebration  through- 
out the  nation. 

The  symbol  is  contemporary  in  design  in  keeping  with  the  for- 
wardlooking  goals* of  the  Bicentennial  celebration:  to  forge  a  new 
national  commitment,  a  new  spirit  of  '76,  a  spirit  that  will  unite 
the  nation  in  purpose  and  dedication  to  the  advancement  of  human 
welfare  as  it  moves  into  its  third  century. 
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This  booklet  is  published  in  1976  to  commemorate  the 'Town's 
observance  of  the  American  Revolution  Bicentennial. 

In  1938,  the  people  of  Windham  celebrated  the  bicentennial  of  the 
settling  of  the  town.  At  that  time  the  committee  in  charge  published  a 
souvenir  booklet  called  "Windham  Invites  You"  —  'prepared  for  two  pur- 
poses, —  to  make  the  visitor  better  acquainted  with  the  town  and  to  assist 
him  in  getting  the  greatest  possible  enjoyment  from  his  stay  here,  and  to 
provide  for  the  residents  and  friends  of  the  town  an  historical  record 
which  may  be  of  value  now  and  in  the  future.  It  contained  ads,  photo- 
graphs and  interesting  articles  about  the  town.  The  few  copies  still  in 
existence  are  treasured  by  those  who  own  them. 

The  Windham  Bicentennial  Committee  of  1976  has  prepared  this 
booklet  to  bring  up  to  date  facts  about  the  town  and  its  people.  It  is 
the  hope  of  the  committee  that  it  will  be  a  worthy  addition  to  what 
has  already  been  recorded  in  Windham  history. 

Booklet  Committee 

Glenn  Libby,  Chairman  of  Heritage 
Gladys  Libby 
Cora  Frewin 
Barbara  Strout 
Alma  Clements 
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THE  WHITE  HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


May  e,  1976 


We  now  mark  the  beginning  of  our  Third 
Century  as  an  Independent  Nation  as  well 
as  the  200th  Anniversary  of  the  American 
Revolution.     For  two  centuries  our  Nation 
has  grown^  changed  and  flourished.  A 
diverse  people,  drawn  from  all  corners  of 
the  earth,  have  joined  together  to  fulfill 
the  promise  of  democracy. 

America's  Bicentennial  is  rich  in  history 
and  in  the  promise  and  potential  of  the 
years  that  lie  ahead.     It  is  about  the 
events  of  our  past,  our  achievements,  our 
traditions,  our  diversity,  our  freedoms, 
our  form  of  government  and  our  continuing 
commitment  to  a  better  life  for  all  Ameri- 
cans.    The  Bicentennial  offers  each  of  us 
the  opportunity  to  join  with  our  fellow 
citizens  in  honoring  the  past  and  preparing 
for  the  future  in  communities  across  the 
Nation.     Thus,  in  joining  together  as  races, 
nationalities,  and  individuals,  we  also  re- 
tain and  strengthen  our  traditions,  back- 
ground and  personal  freedom. 

As  we  lay  the  cornerstone  of  America's 
Third  Century,  I  am  most  happy  to  commend 
your  very  special  part  in  this  great 
national  celebration. 
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WHAT  DOES  AMERICA  MEAN  TO  ME? 


What  does  America  mean  to  me? 

It  means  hotdogs,  ice  cream,  flags  flying  high, 

Bands  playing,  children  singing,  a  snappy  parade  going  by! 

It  means  being  a  seventh  son  of  a  proud  generation. 

With  their  muskets  and  Fourth  of  July  celebration. 

It  means  sacrifice  when  my  country  goes  to  war 

Because  this  is  a  land  worth  living  and  dying  for. 

It  means  free  men  can  clear  the  land,  till  and  keep  it 

And  no  tyrant  can  come  thereon  to  spoil  or  reap  it. 

It  means  open  church  doors  on  a  Sunday  morning; 

It  means  hopes,  plans,  dreams  waiting  with  each  dawning. 

It  means  a  good  education  not  colored  by  bigotry  or  hate; 

Freedom  to  travel  past  un-barred  borders  from  state  to  sovereign  state. 

It  means  standing  for  the  "Star  Spangled  Banner"  with  a  swelling  pride 

With  tens  or  hundreds  of  proud  "Yankees"  by  my  side. 

It  means  a  man  like  Lincoln  can  run  for  "President" 

Though  from  a  crude  log  cabin  he  set  a  precedent. 

No  class  or  social  stratum  can  keep  a  good  man  down. 

From  Washington,  the  rich  man,  to  little  "Jimmy  Brown". 

From  colonists  and  patriots  to  lusty  "Green  Berets" 

I  thank  God  for  Americans  -  for  their  own  special  ways  -- 

For  daring  and  for  sharing  and  for  giving  "much  too  much" 

For  being  "too  flamboyant"  but  with  love  in  eager  touch. 

It  means  my  Irish  forebears  could  find  the  poor  man's  dream  -- 

To  blaze  a  trail  in  this  New  World  with  faith's  strong  light  agleam. 

It  means  we  still  can  fight  for  right  by  word,  by  deed,  by  pen. 

And  look  for  some  encouragement  from  honest,  righteous  men. 

It  means  that  if  I  searched  the  earth  for  beauty  and  for  fame  -- 

No  greater  honor  could  I  find  than  "American"  after  my  name. 

--Anne  Elder  Berry 


(Written  for  Chopin  Clubs  Bi-Centennial  Program  honoring  the  Parade  of 
American  Music,  sponsored  by  the  National  Federation  of  Music  Clubs  - 
2-10-76) 
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Group  Picture  of  Committee 


Back  Row;  Emma  Dumont,  Betty  Barto,  Fran  Manchester,Linda  Dychkowski 
and  Polly  Spiller.  Front;  Cora  Frewin,  Bill  Diamond,  Alma  Clements,  Phil  Kennard 
and  Eleanor  Higgins. 


The  drive  to  become  one  of  the  thousands  of  bicentennial  communities 
across  the  nation  came  from  the  Windham  Historical  Society.  A  special  meeting 
held  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malcolm  Barto  in  December  1974  resulted  in 
mailing  out  letters  of  explanation  and  invitation  to  thirty-four  organizations  and 
businesses  in  town. 

Early  in  January  1975,  at  the  Public  Library,  representatives  of  those 
organizations  and  businesses  met  to  hear  Dr.  Robert  York,  Professor  of 
History  at  UMPG  and  a  member  of  the  Maine  State  Bicentennial  Commission, 
explain  the  goals  and  suggest  proceedures  for  setting  up  a  Planning  and 
Coordinating  Committee. 

Agreeing  to  serve  on  the  committee  were  Phillip  Kennard  and  Alma  Clements, 
co-chairmen;  Eleanor  Higgins,  secretary;  Linda  Dychkowski,  treasurer;  Chairman 
of  Heritage,  Glenn  Libby;  Chairman  of  Festivals,  Donna  Aldrich;  Chairman  of 
Horizons,  Douglas  Frewin;  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means,  William  Diamond. 

This  committee  has  met  at  least  once  a  month  since  its  formation. 
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In  order  to  be  recognized  as  a  bicentennial  community  at  state  and 
national  levels  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  planned  program  in  the 
three  thematic  areas  of  Heritage,  Festival,  and  Horizons.  The  application, 
prepared  by  the  chief  elected  official  of  Windham,  Barbara  Strout,  and 
properly  signed  by  her  and  with  town  seal  affixed,  was  mailed  to  Augusta, 
February  3,  1975.  A  letter  received  in  March  stated,  "At  the  March  25,  1975 
meeting  of  the  Maine  State  American  Revolution  Bicentennial  Commission, 
your  application  for  official  recognition  as  a  Bicentennial  Community  was 
unanimously  endorsed." 


Holding  the  Bicentennial  flag:  Barbara  Strout,  Town  Clerk  (left)  Nan 
Everhart,  Program  Coordinator  from  Maine  State  American 
Revolution  Bicentennial  Commission 

Onlookers  left  to  right:  Sharon  Whitlow,  temporary  Town  Manager  in 
1975,  Leslie  Bancroft,  President  of  Windham  Historical  Society 
Donna  Aldrich,  Chairman  of  Festivals  Anne  Rich,  member  of 
committee 


May  21,  1975  at  1:30  P.M.  on  the  lawn  around  the  flag  pole  at 
Windham  High  School,  ceremonies  were  held  for  receiving  the  national 
Bicentennial  flag  and  a  certificate  of  recognition  to  the  town.  Mrs.  Nan 
Everhart,  program  coordinator  for  the  Maine  State  Bicentennial  Commission 
in  Augusta,  presided  and  explained  the  red,  white  and  blue  logo  on  the 
white  nylon  flag.  Barbara  Strout,  Town  Clerk  and  member  of  the  Windham 
Bicentennial  Committee,  accepted  the  flag  and  certificate  for  the  town.  Mr. 
Ralph  Salamone  directed  the  high  school  band  in  several  patriotic  numbers. 
The  entire  student  body  with  faculty  and  other  townspeople  attended  the 
event. 
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A  CALENDAR  of  EVENTS  was  ready  for  distribution  in  April  1975, 
listing  dates  and  type  of  festival  to  be  held  in  Windham  throughout 
the  summer.  Credit  for  these  "town  criers"  go  to  Mrs.  Aldrich, 
Chairman  of  Festivals,  and  to  Mrs.  Cora  Frewin. 


The  first  official  bicentennial  event  was  an  old-fashioned  Box  Lunch 
Social  and  Hymn-Sing  held  at  the  Windham  Hill  Congregational  Church, 
sponsored  by  the  Windham  Interfaith  Council.  This  was  held  Sunday 
evening,  May  11  and  was  a  delightful  time  for  all  attending. 

ANTIQUES  SHOW  AND  CRAFTS  SALE 

August  15,  and  16,  1975  at  the  Stephen  Manchester  School 
Cafetorium,  the  Windham-Raymond  Senior  Citizens  sponsored  an 
antiques  show  and  craft  sale.  Thirty  large  tables  placed  around  the 
room  was  display  area  for  priceless  antiques.  Selling  of  crafts  from 
the  Craft  Co-op  took  place  at  tables  placed  in  the  center  of  the 
spacious  room.  The  Windham  Historical  Society  joined  in  this 
"Festival"  to  observe  the  Bicentennial. 


Gladys  Dobson  and  granddaughter 
Kirsten  Marie  Wood 
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standing  left:  Yvonne  Hayer;  Seated:  Agnes  Dyke; 
Standing  right:  Emma  Dumont. 


EVANGELINE  STAR  CLUB 

Members  of  the  "Star  Club"  are  those  ladies  currently  in 
office  and  Past  Matrons  of  other  years.  In  October  1975  they 
sponsored  a  Silver  Tea  and  Autographing  Party  at  the  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Dyke,  Partridge  Road,  to  honor  a  chapter 
member,  Emma  Leonard  Dumont  verbose  book  "Heritage  of  '76 
Soldiers  of  the  American  Revolution,  Windham,  Maine"  had  just 
been  published.  Mrs.  Yvonne  Hayer,  chairman  of  the  affair,  was 
assisted  by  members  of  the  Historical  Society  and  the  Bicentennial 
Committee. 

Pouring  at  the  Tea  were  Mrs.  Laura  Page,  Mrs.  Florence 
LeDoux,  Mrs.  Agnes  Dyke,  Mrs.  Betty  Barto,  Others  assisting 
were  Mrs.  Laura  Rhodes,  Mrs.  Frances  Wentworth,  Mrs. 
Florence  Partridge  and  Mrs.  Mary  Elliot. 
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Seated  left  to  right  are:  Ted  Davis,  Everett  Millett  and  Larry  Ziehler.  Standing 
left  to  right  are;  Pete  Larrivee,  Bob  Hunt,  Bill  Hager,  Malcolm  Barto  and  Phil 
Kennard. 

NEW  MARBLEHEAD  MILITIA 

The  New  Marblehead  Militia  is  a  reactivated  unit  from  this  area  during 
the  Revolutionary  War.  The  units  are  made  up  of  recruits  from  thfi*area.  It 
is  comprised  of  three  units  -  the  Continental  Army,  the  Minutemen  and  a 
Fife  &  Drum  Corps. 

The  Continental  Line  v^rili  be  dressed  alike  in  the  period  uniforms  of 
1780.  They  will  carry  flintlock  muskets  and  equipment.  The  Minutemen  will 
be  dressed  in  various  costumes  of  the  Revolutionary  period  and  carry 
muskets,  rifles  and  fouling  pieces.  The  Fife  &  Drum  Corps  will  be  uniformly 
dressed  and  provide  marching  music. 

The  Militia  will  be  available  for  parades  and  performances,  in  Windham 
and  surrounding  areas,  to  help  celebrate  the  bicentennial  year. 


HERITAGE  '76   Soldiers  of  the  American  Revolution,  Windham,  Maine 
As  a  project  of  the  Bicentennial  celebration,  Emma  Leonard  Dumont 
of  Windham  researched  and  had  published  a  book  of  information 
concerning  all  ninety-one  soldiers  from  Windham  who  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Illustrated  by  Erla.  Watson  Davis,  also  of  Windham 
and  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Charles  Clement  Legrow  (1908-1975) 
"whose  inspiration  qnd  profound  interest  in  preserving  the  past  guided 
the  author  toward  publishing  the  records  therein". 
Cobb  Press,  Westbrook,  Maine  1975  S3.00 
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THE  WINDHAM  BICENTENNIAL  CRIER  -  1976 


A  Calendar  of  Events  published  for  your  information  by  the  Windham 
Bicentennial  Committee 

April  12  Open  House  at  the  John  A.  Andrew  School 

"Music  In  Our  Schools-Learning  Musical  Skills 
Through  American  Music" 

9  A.M.  -  11:30  A.M.  and  1:15  P.M.  -  2:45  P.M. 

April  15  Open  House  at  the  Arlington  School 

"Music  In  Our  Schools-Learning  Musical  Skills 
Through  American  Music" 

8:45  A.M.  -  12  Noon  and  1:15  P.M.  -  2:45  P.M. 

April  16  Open  House  at  the  Newhall  Kindergarten  Center 

"Music  In  Our  Schools" 

8:45  A.M.  -  10:30  A.M.  and  12:30  P.M.  -  2:20  P.M. 

April  23  &  24         "THIS  LAND  IS  YOUR  LAND"  a  pageant  of  Windham 
History,  Presented  by  the  Windham  Community  Theater 
Advance  Tickets  $2.50;  at  the  door  $3.00 
Senior  Citizens  and  Students  $1.50 
Curtain  Time  8  P.M. 

May  6  Spring  Concert 

Presented  by  the  Manchester  School  students  at 
the  High  School  Gym   Time:  7:30  P.M. 

June  4  Qass  Day  at  Windham  High  School  a 

Annual  Awards  Day  for  Seniors  | 
Also  to  be  presented:  The  six  awards  to  winners  of 
the  Bicentennial  Essay  Contest 

June  6  Dedication  Ceremony  at  the  Old  Quaker  Burying 

Ground  (Pope  Rd.  &  Rte.  202) 
Sponsored  by  the  Windham  Historical  Society 
Time  to  be  announced 

June  6  Windham  High  School  Graduation 

Speakers  will  follow  a  Bicentennial  Theme 
Valedictorian:  D.  Scott  Rogers; 
Salutatorian:  Stacey  Hodges: 
Honor  Essayist:  Timothy  Cronin 
Time:  4  P.M. 
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June  14 


July  4 


July  14 


August 
11,12,13,14 

September  25 


Bicentennial  Celebration 

Sponsored  by  the  entire  student  body  of  Manchester  School 
Windham  High  School  Gym;  8:30  P.M. 

Dedication  of  the  new  Babb's  Bridge 

Arranged  by  the  Windham  Historical  Society  and  the  Gorham 
Historical  Society 
Time  to  be  announced 

Annual  Flower  Show  at  the  Parson  Smith  House,  River  Road 
Sponsored  by  the  Land  O' Lakes  Garden  Club 
Theme:  "THAT  MEMORABLE  YEAR  1776" 
Time:  1-7  P.M.;  Donation  $1.50 

OLD  HOME  DAYS 

Sponsored  by  the  Windham  Jaycees  and  the  Windham 
Fire  Department 

Bicentennial  Ball 

Sponsored  by  the  Windham  Kiwanis  and  the  Ladies  of  Kiwanis 
Colonial  Costumes  are  encouraged  but  not  required 
Place:  St.  Joseph's  College;  Time  8  P.M.-l  A.M.; 
Tickets:  $7.50  per  person 


November  13  Community  Fair  sponsored  by  Windham  Hill  Guild 

Tables  available  and  manned  by  many  community  groups. 

Windham  has  been  designated  as  an  official  Bicentennial  Town  by  the  State  of 
Maine.  This  is  an  honor  which  very  few  towns  have  attained. 

In  connection  with  the  many  celebrations  and  events  which  will  be  on-going 
throughout  the  year,  your  official  Bicentennial  Committee  will  issue  a 
commemorative  booklet  outlining  the  important  events  that  are  planned  plus 
sections  about  your  Town  and  its  government,  the  many  social  and  civic 
organizations  in  Town  and  about  its  history.  There  will  also  be  several  pictures. 

This  will  truly  be  a  keepsake  of  your  Town's  participation  in  this  once  in  a 
lifetime  event.  Copies  will  be  available  in  June  and  throughout  the  coming 
months  for  a  small  fee. 
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A  major  event  for  the  towns  of  Windham  and  Gorham  July  4,  1976 
will  be  the  dedication  of  the  new  Babb's  Covered  Bridge  over  the  Presumpscot 
River.  The  bridge  connecting  the  two  towns  since  1840  was  destroyed  by  fire 
on  the  night  of  May  6,  1973.  It  was  the  oldest  of  ten  remaining  covered 
bridges  in  Maine,  all  of  them  National  Historic  Sites  maintained  by  the 
State  Department  of  Transportation. 

Appalled  and  angered  by  the  senseless  destruction  of  an  architectual 
treasure,  members  of  the  Windham  Historical  Society  and  the  Gorham 
Historical  Society  got  busy  making  arrangements  to  rebuild  the  bridge.  Donatio 
poured  in  from  individuals  and  from  the  National  and  New  York  Covered 
Bridge  Societies.  People  offered  trees  from  their  woodlots  and  with  the  help 
of  volunteers,  Nelson  Wagner,  (Gorham's  tree  warden  and  a  sawmill  operator,) 
felled  and  sawed  spruce  for  the  bridge  timbers.  State  Representative,  Thomas 
Peterson  of  Windham  succeeded  in  getting  legislation  passed  authorizing  the 
Department  of  Transportation  to  take  charge  of  building  an  exact  replica 
of  the  bridge. 

In  addition  to  materials  supplied  by  Windham-Gorham  volunteers,  the 
state  has  used  Southern  yellow  pine  treated  with  flame  retardant  mixture.  | 
Howe  trusses  and  other  joined  timbers  were  pre-assembled  at  Dixfield  and 
taken  apart  to  be  trucked  to  the  site  in  December,  1975.  A  crew  of  men  | 
under  supervision  of  Abel  Sirois,  DOT  bridge  Maintenance  Engineer,  worked 
during  the  very  cold  months  of  January  and  February  to  rebuild  the  bridge.  ^ 
The  state  budgeted  $75,000  for  the  bridge  restoration  but  final  cost  is  j 
expected  to  be  well  below  that  figure  thanks  to  the  Windham-Gorham 
volunteers  who  supplied  much  of  the  material.  Had  they  not  taken  the  j 
lead,  Babb's  Covered  Bridge  might  still  be  only  a  blackened  ruin  instead 
of  an  architectual  event  in  the  Bicentennial  year,  1976. 
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Bicentennial  Wagon  Train  Pilgrimage  to  Pennsylvania 

On  Friday,  May  14, 1976,  the  Maine  segment  of  the  Bicentennial  Wagon 
Train  Pilgrimage  to  Pennsylvania  passed  through  Windham.  The  caravan  left 
Augusta  on  the  11th  and  will  arrive  in  Valley  Forge,  Pennsylvania  for  festivities 
on  July  4th. 

The  Wagon  Train  Pilgimage  is  one  of  the  largest  undertakings  scheduled 
this  year.  Coordinated  by  the  Pennsylvania  Bicentennial  Commission,  it  involves 
I  \vagon  trains  from  all  fifty  states.  Some  of  the  caravans  left  as  early  as  last  year 
and  the  Maine  one  is  the  last  of  the  fifty  to  leave.  The  Pennsylvania  Commission 
supplied  each  train  with  the  main  Conestoga  style  wragon  and  a  trained  wagon- 
master. 

I         The  Maine. segment  paused  at  Windham  High  School  to  water  their 
horses.  A  large  crowd  received  them  warmly  and  they  were  greeted  by  the  Town 
Manager  and  the  Windham  High  School  Band.  They  were  offered  coffee  and 
doughnut^  by  the  Windham  Historical  Society. 

Combined  with  the  bright,  clear  day,  the  colorful  display  of  flags,  the 
horses  and  the  riders,  the  caravan  was  a  sight  to  remember. 

The  caravan  continued  along  Route  202  to  Gorham  for  another  brief  stop 
and  then  on  to  Buxton  for  a  two  day  stop-over. 

Members  of  the  New  Marblehead  Millitia  presented  the  colors  at  the 
evening  show  staged  at  the  campground.  The  New  Marblehead  Fife  &  Drum  Corps 
i  accompanied  them. 

Authentic  to  the  last  detail,  these  wagons  «fertainly  provide  an  insigl^t  into 
i  the  often  romanticised  trek  West.  As  these  wagons  journey  Eastward,  they  are 
emphasizing  a  rededication  to  the  principals  on  which  this  country  was  founded 
200  years  ago  in  Pennsylvania. 
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"That  Memorable  Year  1776"  will  be  the  title  of  the  flower  show 
presented  by  the  LAND  O'LAKES  GARDEN  CLUB  in  honor  of  the 
bicentennial  year.  It  will  be  on  July  14,  1976  from  1:00  PM  to  7:00  PM. 
The  setting  for  the  show  will  be  the  Parson  Smith  House  on  the  River 
Hoard  in' South -Windham.  Hostesses  in  the  various  rooms  will  be  attired 
in  colonial  costune.  There  will  be  a  donation -of  $1.50  and  the  public 
is  cordially  invited.  Proceeds  from  the  show  vf'\\\  benefit  the  Mini  Park 
at  Windham  Center.  Land  O'Lakes  Garden  Club  is  participating  in  this 
park  project  along  with  other  garden  and  service  clubs  of  the  town. 

Mrs.  Philip  Kennard  is  general  chairman  of  the  flower  show  and 
will  be  assisted  by  Mrs.  Ralph  Spiller,  Mrs.  Jack  Eraser,  Mrs.  George 
Keef,  Mrs.  Lawrence  Manchester,  Mrs.  George  Morton,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Robert 
Brooks  and  Mrs.  Harold  White  in  preparation  of  this  event.  Mrs.  Everett 
Stults,  Mrs.  Carroll  Doucette  and  Mrs.  Betty  Caler  will  have  charge  of 
refreshments. 

There  will  be  at  least  three  floral  arrangements  in  each  room  and 
the  class  titles  are  inspired  by  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Class  I,  "The  Separation Class  II  "United  Colonies";  Class  III 
"The  Unanimous  Declaration";  Qass  IV,  "Truths";  Class  V, 
"Life";  Class  VI,  "Liberty";  Class  VII,  "Pursuit  of  Happiness"; 
Class  VIII,  "John  Hancock  Signs";  Class  IX,  "America  is  Born"; 
Class  X,  "Let  Freedom  Ring";  and  Class  XI  is  the  invitational 
guest  Class  entitled  "Our  Lives,  our  Fortunes  and  our  Sacred 
Honor".  Class  XII  is  Horticulture  titled  "Green  America".  The 
Parson  Smith  House  is  a  tremendous  example  of  our  past 
history  and  makes  an  exciting  and  nostalgic  atmosphere  in 
which  we  depict  with  flowers  "That  Memorable  Year  1776". 
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In  making  application  to  the  Maine  American  Revolution  Bicentennial 
Commission  to  become  a  bicentennial  community,  it  was  necessary  to  list 
what  we  would  do  in  each  of  the  three  thematic  areas.  It  was  decided  that 
to  .create  a  park  in  Windham  would  be  a  mosi,  lasting  reminder  of  our  efforts 
to  commemorate  the  bicentennial  in  the  area  of  HORIZONS.  The  three  garden 
clubs  of  Windham  joined  forces  to  sponsor  the  project.  Three  representatives 
from  each  club  met  in  May,  1975  to  make  plans:  Cross  Roads,  Eleanor  Higgins, 
Elsie  Lorenzen,  and  Mary  Hall;  Land  O'Lakes,  Polly  Spiller,  Elizabeth  Williams, 
and  Lillian  Cotton;  Rockameecook,  Ann  Nason,  Anne  Rich,  and  Allie  LaRhette. 

!        The  first  question  was  where  to  make  a  park.  Several  plots  were 
available,  each  with  some  potential  yet  with  some  reason  to  look  further.  In 
August,  Town  Manager,  David  Miller  and  Town  Councilmen  voted  permission 
to  use  town  owned  land  next  to  the  Library.  Being  located  at  the  center  of 
town,  with  mature  maple  trees  well  placed  and  other  species  of  trees  worth 
saving,  it  became  ajnatter  of  cleaning  out  the  underbrush.  This  was  done 


in  two  Saturdays  with  the  help  of  Key  Club  boys  from  the  high  school  and 
more  will  be  done  as  needed. 


The  question  of  funds  was  solved  by  another  town  vote  that  set  up 
an  account  of  five  hundred  dollars  to  be  used  in  applying  for  matching  funds 
from  the  Maine  State  American  Revolution  Bicentennial  Commission.  The  grant 
was  approved  in  December. 

Plans  include  placing  a  bronze  plaque  within  the  park  and  a  time  capsule 
Ito  be  opened  in  2076. 

The  park,  created  by  many  hands  and  minds,  promises  to  be  an  enjoyable 
place  to  rest,  relax  and  meditate  on  the  most  lasting  memorial  to  the  town's 
[Observance  of  the  bicentennial. 
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Frances  Manchester,  Chairman 
"Bunny"  Stevens,  Advisor 
Alma  Clements,  Project  Director 


left.  Donna  Aldrich-Festivals;  center,  Douglas  Frewin-Horizons;  right,  Glenn 
Libby-Heritage. 

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN 

The  Bicentennial  celebration  is  not  just  commemoration  of  the 
American  Revolution.  It  must  focus  on  all  areas  of  our  history, 
national  and  local,  for  the  past  two  hundred  years.  It  must  take 
a  long,  hard  look  at  the  present  and  from  all  of  it  plan  for  a  better 
future. 

In  order  that  we  do  not  concentrate  on  past  and  present,  the 
Bicentennial  is  divided  into  three  thematic  areas:  Heritage  (the  past), 
Festivals  (the  events  and  projects  of  today)  and  Horizons  (the  future). 

HERITAGE  Each  community  has  its  own  history.  It  includes 
those  basic  values  and  traditions  established  by  our  founding  fathers 
and  supplemented  by  succeeding  generations.  It  is  concerned  with 
houses,  bridges,  parks  and  documents  of  the  historic  past.  Our 
forefathers  built  exceedingly  well.  It  is  up  to  us  to  preserve  and 
guard  our  inheritance. 

FESTIVALS  Its  overall  objective  is  to  share  with  others  the 
traditions,  cultures,  hospitality,  and  character  of  our  people.  Arts 
and  crafts  exhibits  and  shows  are  for  sharing.  People  gathering  for 
fun  and  frolic  is  what  festivals  is  all  about. 

HORIZONS  Horizons  covers  activities  through  which  we 
commemorate  the  past  by  looking  ahead  to  the  future.  It  provides 
the  challenge  for  individuals  and  organizations  to  define  and 
dedicate  themselves  to  worthy  purposes  and  goals  for  better 
living.  Horizons  stresses  citizenship,  community  development, 
health,  the  environment,  the  economy,  human  values,  and  under- 
standings to  assure  a  better  future. 
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A  BICENTENNIAL  HONOR 


Windham  is  proud  and  pleased  to  note  the  success  of  Charles  Edwin  Clark. 
The  American  Revolution  Bicentennial  Commission  has  chosen  him  to  write  a 
new  history  of  the  State  of  Maine.  He  has  already  written  a  fascinating  social 
history  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire,  called  Eastern  Frontier,  with  interesting 
accounts  of  what  happened  at  New  Marblehead  (Windham)  from  its  beginning  in 
1737  onward. 

Charles  Edwin  Clark,  first  son  of  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark, 
bom  April  28,  1929,  grew  up  to  third  grade  right  in  North  Windham  and 
attended  Arlington  School.   His  father's  first  ministerial  position,  after 
graduating  from  Bates  College,  was  in  Windham  organizing  Presumpscot 
Union  Parish.  Charles,  himself,  is  a  graduate  of  Bates  with  an  M.S.  Degree 
in  Journalism  from  Columbia  and  a  Ph.D.  from  Brown  University.  He  is  a 
professor  of  history  at  the  University  of  New  Hampshire.  His  writing  shows 
a  tremendous  love  and  respect  for  our  heritage. 

Eastern  Frontier,  available  at  the  Windham  Public  Library,  should  be 
on  everyone's  reading  list,  and  his  new  story  of  Maine,  due  within  the 
bicentennial  year,  is  sure  to  be  equally  exciting. 


BICENTENNIAL  BALL 


On  Saturday,  September  25th,  the  Ladies  of  Kiwanis  and  the  Windham  Kiwanis 
Gub  will  co-sponsor  a  gala  Bicentennial  Ball.  The  gymnasium  at  St.  Joseph's 
College  will  be  appropriately  decorated  and  the  bands  of  Don  Doane  Jr.  and 
Sr.  will  provide  the  music  for  dancing.  There  will  be  a  mixture  of  all  types  of 
dancing  to  suit  the  pleasure  of  all.  Don  Doane  Sr.  will  provide  the  music  for 
square  and  line  dancing  while  Don  Jr.  will  provide  for  the  more  conventional 
dancing. 

Prizes  will  be  awarded  in  many  areas  of  costuming  and  the  wearing  of  costumes 
is  encouraged  although  not  a  necessity. 

Light  refreshments  will  be  served  during  the  evening  and  mixers  and  snacks  will 
be  provided.  Tables  will  be  historically  named  and  groups  may  reserve  tables 
for  the  evening. 

The  whole  evening  is  designed  to  be  a  memorable  finale  to  the  Bicentennial 
activities  within  the  Town.  Tickets  are  $7.50  per  person  and  may  be  obtained 
from  any  member  of  the  two  organizations.  Dancing  starts  at  8  p.m.  and  contin- 
ues until  1  a.m.  Come  and  be  a  part  of  this  festive  celebration! 
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OLD  QUAKER  BURYING  GROUND 


This  old  Quaker  burying  ground,  located  at  the  comer  of  Pope  Road 
and  Route  202,  will  be  re-dedicated  with  appropriate  ceremonies  in  June. 
One  of  Windham's  oldest  cemeteries  which,  through  the  years  was  almost 
forgotten  until  land  adjacent  to  it  was  to  be  sold,  would  have  been  desecrate 
except  for  the  intervention  of  Charles  Legrow,  curator  of  the  Windham 
Historical  Society  at  that  time.  His  knowledge  and  interest  in  town  history 
saved  the  old  cemetery.  Charles  Legrow  died  suddenly  in  1975  and  it  is  in 
his  memory  that  the  Historical  Society  completes  the  preservation  of  the 
old  burying  ground. 

With  the  support  of  the  Maine  State  American  Revolution  Bicentennial 
Commission,  a  cedar  fence  will  enclose  the  plot  and  an  inscribed  plaque  be 
placed  therein. 

Emma  L.  Dumont,  Chairman 


TOWN  MANAGER 

As  of  August  11,  1975  Windham  has  it's  first  full  time  Town  Manager. 
He  is  David  Young  Miller,  born  September  1,  1947,  married  with  one 
child.  He  received  his  degrees  from  Syracuse  University,  a  BA  in  1969 
and  Kent  State  University  in  1971.  He  graduated  Cum  Laude  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  Penobscot  Valley  Regional 
Hanning  Cofnmisssion,  Executive  Committee  of  the  Older  American  Center, 
Maine  Town  Manager's  Association,  International  City  Managers  Assoc- 
iation and  Maine  Municipal  Association  -  Legislative  Policy  Committee. 

He  has  been  serving  as  Town  Manager  of  Dover  Foxcroft,  Maine  since 
December,  1972.  He  was  Chief  Executive  Officer  of  a  town  of  4200 
people  in  Central  Maine.  Responsible  to  seven  member  Board  of  Select- 
men elected  on  a  non-partisan  basis  for  three  year  over  lapping  terms. 
He  was  University  of  Maine,  Orono,  Maine  Program  Manager,  from 
April  1972  to  December  of  the  same  year.  He  worked  with  Maine 
municipalities  in  developing  in-service  training  programs  for  all  municpal 
employees.  Conducted  a  training  needs  assessment  study  and  several 
non-credit  university  courses  in  municipal  administration.  He  was 
Research  Associate  at  Kent  State  University  September  1971  to  April 
1972.  He  has  also  worked  with  the  Ohio  State  Highway  Patrol  in 
developing  local-state-federal  coordination  of  police  traffic  safey 
programs.  Served  on  the  Governor's  Traffic  Safety  Commission. 

As  Town  Manager  of  Windham  Mr.  Miller  will  be  receiving  a 
salary  of  $17,000.00  plus  fringe  benefits. 


This  page  sponsored  by  VILLAGE  PHARMACY 
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TOWN  MANAGER  AND  COUNCIL 

Standing  L  to  R:  Town  Manager  David  Miller  and  Councilmen:  Kenneth 
Cole,  Fred  Haskell,  Joseph  Bean,  Stanley  Hall 
Seated:  Gary  Plummer,  Robert  Hunt,  Harold  Haskell 


This  page  sponsored  by  C.R.  TANDBERG,  INC. 
EXCAVATING,  GRAVEL  &  LOAM 
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CODE  ENFORCEMENT  OFFICERS 


(L)  Roger  Timmons-Code  Enforcement  Officer 
(R)  Mollis  Clifford-Public  Works  Director 
(Standing)  Joseph  Lessard- Assessor 


DEPUTY  TREASURER  TOWN  CLERK 


Left:    Dawn  Stuart,  Deputy  Treasurer  and  Barbara  Strout,  Town  Clerk. 
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TOWN  GOVERNMENT 

By  Elsie  Lorenzen 


The  first  regulations  for  the  town  of  Windham  were  set  up  on  Nov. 
20,  1734,  when  Abraham  Howard  and  Joseph  Blaney,  representatives  of 
the  town  of  Marblehead ,  sent  a  petition  to  the  General  Court  of  Mass- 
achusetts saying  Marblehad  was  getting  too  crowded  and  asked  for  a  grant 
of  land  elsewhere  for  another  settlement.  The  petition  was  granted  in  1735 
with  the  first  grantees  being  those  in  the  he'aviest  settled  areas.  Conditions 
set  were  that  a  township  be  established  and  the  first  division  of  home  lots 
be  laid  out,  namely:  there  were  to  be  sixty-three  in  number  and  situated 
in  the  most  defensible  manner  possible  with  future  divisions  in  proportion 
to  originals,  three  lots  to  be  set  aside;  one,  for  a  settled  minister;  one,  for 
the  ministry  and  one  for  the  support. of  schools;  each  grantee  to  build  a 
dwelling  house  eighteen  feet  square,  seven  foot  post  and  to  have  seven 
acres  of  land  under  cultivation  fit  for  mowing,  settle  a  minister  on  the 
designated  lot,  build  a  church  for  public  worship,  all  within  five  years  and 
that  each  grantee  pay  the  committee  five  pounds  upon  their  admission.  In 
1735  a  surveyor  with  members  of  the  committee  came  and  laid  out  the 
sixty-three  lots,  each  containing  ten  acrea.  Thus  the  plan  of  the  town 
along  the  east  bank  of  the  Presumpscot  River  was  accepted  on  June  7th 
of  that  year  and  lands  alloted  to  the  grantees.  The  town,  known  as  New 
Marblehead  was  to  be  six  miles  square  with  lots  extending  back  towards 
the  river  one  half  mile  and  a  road  cut  through,  later  called  River  Road. 
Under  these  specifications  a  settlement  was  begun  in  1737.  As  more 
families  came  the  home-steaders  petitioned  for  incorporation  which  was 
granted  on  June  12,  1762,  and  became  the  sixteenth  town  in  the 
Massachusetts  Province  of  Maine.  It  also  had  a  new  name  changed  from 
New  Marblehead  to  Windham,  thought  to  commemorate  a  town  in 
England  which  was  the  former  home  of  some  of  the  Marblehead,  Mass- 
achusetts, settlers. 

The  first  own  meeting  was  called  by  virture  of  a  warrant  from 
Hon.  Stephen  Longfellow  for  July  5,  1762,  and  held  at  the  old  fort 
on  Lot  33,  (the  only  fort  ever  built  in  Windham).  Abraham  Anderson 
was  moderator,  Thomas  Chute,  town  clerk,  Caleb  Graffam,  Thomas 
Mayberry  and  John  Farrar,  selectmen,  Abraham  Anderson,  treasurer. 
Other  offices  filled  were  field  drivers,  fence  viewers,  tithing  man,  sealer 
of  weights  and  measures,  and  constable. 

Some  facts  from  old  town  records  are  noted: 

1765  Voted  to  allow  a  man  30  shillings,  old  tenor,  per  day  for 
laboring  on  highways. 

This  page  sponsored  by  SEAVEY'S  FURNITURE  &  APPLIANCES 
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1766  Voted  to  allow  Thomas  Mayberry  15  pounds,  Abraham 
Anderson  18  pounds,  and  John  Farrar  18  pounds,  old  tenor,  for 
expenses  of  Mr.  Peter  Smith's  ordination.  (Ordinations  were  quite 
extensively  celebrated.  Ten  years  previously  there  were  appropriated 
7  pounds,  10  shillings  for  ordination  of  the  first  pastor,  the  Rev. 
John  Wight,  who  served  ten  years,  1743-1753.) 

1767  Voted  Peter  Cobb  be  selectman  in  place  of  Curtis  Chute, 
who  was  killed  by  lightning  at  Falmouth  (Portland)  June  4,  1767. 

1771  Voted  that  John  Stevens  and  Nathaniel  Evans  be  informers 
of  deer  and  moose  the  present  year. 

The  military  was  taken  care  of  in  1774.  Voted  that  Richard  Mayberry 
be  Captain,  David  Barker,  Lieutenant,  and  Joseph  Swett,  Ensign,  the  present 
year.  Also  voted  the  same  year  to  accept  the  report  from  the  committee  to 
the  town  of  Boston  in  answer  to  their  letters  to  this  town  relating  to  Bohe 
tea. 

1776  Voted  to  choose  one  Captain  and  two  Lieutenants  for  the  first 
company  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  whereof  Timothy  Pike,  Esq.,  is  Colonel. 
(Windham  sent  the  greatest  number  of  men  and  supplies  to  various  wars 
of  any  Maine  town  of  its  size.) 

1777  Certification  of  Margaret  Mayberry,  administratrix,  hath  received 
20  pounds  of  my  negro  man,  named  Lennon,  it  being  the  appraisal  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Mayberry 's  estate  and  he  is  free  and  his  own  man.  This  was  witnessed 
by  Richard  Dole  and  Ralph  Weed. 

1781  Voted  to  give  $50.  a  day  for  a  man  and  $50.  a  day  for  a  yoke 
of  oxen  to  work  on  highways  this  year. 

1782  voted  18,000  ($60,000)  to  clear  and  repair  highways. 

1782  Voted  to  allow  40  shillings,  silver  money,  per  head  to  any  person 
for  killing  wolves. 

1783  Voted  to  allow  2  pounds  for  a  wolf's  head. 

This  account  is  an  example  of  business  at  town  meetings  up  to  1784. 
Such  business  as  the  times  demanded  was  carried  on  in  the  following  year, 
such  as  such  business  as  the  times  demanded  was  carried  on  in  the  following 
years,  such  as  accepting  the  proposed  State  Constitution  Dec.  6,  1819,  in 
preparation  to  becoming  a  town  in  Maine  when  it  oecame  a  state  in  1820; 
establishing  a  town  managed  farm  home  for  the  poor,  who  previously  had 
been  cared  for  in  private  homes;  laying  out  and  constructing  new  roads, 
town  buildings,  etc. 
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Town  meetings  were  held  in  different  places,  the  last  being  at  Friends 
Meeting  House  several  years  prior  to  the  building  of  the  brick  Town  House 

at  Windham  Center  for  occupancy  in  1833.  This  gave  the  town  a  storage 
vault  for  its  records  and  the  first  town  meeting  hall  of  its  own.  It  also 
served  many  years  as  a  building  for  a  high  school 

a  new  school  was  built  in  1910.  The  grade  school  for  the  Center  was  held 
there  until  1937  when  a  new  school  building  was  constructed.  At  times  it 
served  as  a  practice  hall  for  high  school  boys  and  girls  basket  ball  teams 
until  a  new  gymnasium  in  1931.  The  many  added  functions  of  town 
government  necessitated  the  removal  of  the  office  of  the  school  super- 
intendent, and,  with  an  enlarged  town  record  room,  clerk  and  treasurer's 
room,  and  a  selectmen's  room,  it  has  again  changed  to  accommodate  the 
present  form  of  government. 

People  who  played  a  prominent  part  in  town  affairs  were:  Howard 
Boody,  Jrthn  Swett,  Feed  Hawkes,  William  Hawkes,  Philip  Hawkes,  Hiram 
Hawkes,  Joseph  Robinson,  Jere  Grant,  John  Legrow,  Orville  Haskell,  Fred 
Haskell,  Frank  Haskell,  William  Foster,  John  Bodge,  "Sam   Thomas"  Dole, 
John  Webb,  Clyde  Seavey,  Fred  Jameson,  Jasper  Mayberry,  John  Nichols, 
James  Aikins;,  Frederic  Aikins,  and  Eugene  Sawyer  -  to  name  a  few  of  a 
long  list.  Some  of  these  went  on  to  represent  the  town  at  the  State  Legis- 
lature. 

The  first  school  committee  was  elected  in  1815,  consisting  of  three 
men.  Their  duties  has  been  administrated,  in  the  past,  by  the  regular  town 
officers.  Appointment  of  an  agent  for  each  district  was  made  by  this  committee 
to  see  that  wood  was  furnished,  building  cleaned,  and  a  teacher  hired  and 
housed.  Schpols  were  in  session  at  different  times  in  the  various  districts  so 
all  could  benefit.  There  were  large  enrollments  as  the  older  students,  wherever 
a  school  was  open  and  available,  went  from  one  district  to  another.  Later  a 
superintendent  took  care  of  these  agents'  duties  and  town  government  became 
solely  the  duties  of  the  selectmen,  clerk,  and  treasurer.  A  state  regulation  set 
March  as  annual  election  and  town  meeting  month,  which  holds  true  today. 

Many  years  the  selectmen  met  once  a  month,  then  once  a  week  to 
transact  town  business,  the  treasurer's  office  being  open  once  each  week. 
During  the  1933  Depression  year  and  afterward  registrations  for  govern- 
ment work  programs  and  other  benefits  necessitated  keeping  the  town  office 
open  five  days  a  week  so  one  selectman  was  in  attendance  for  record 
keeping.  Later  a  secretary  was  hired  thus  allowing  the  selectmen  to  continue 
meeting  weekly  also  to  be  available  at  other  times.  One  road  commissioner 
was  appointed  by  them,  instead  of  three  elected,  and  a  permanent  work 
crew  with  town  owned  trucks  were  hired,  their  wages  being  set  by  popular 
vote.  In  1973  it  was  voted  to  elect  five  selectmen  as  town  business  became 
heavier  with  the  growing  population  and  better  representation  was  needed. 
On  Dec.  9,  1974,  a  special  referendum  was  held  and  a  new  style  of  town 
government  was  voted:  a  town  manager  with  one  councilman  holding 
different  length  terms  from  each  quarter  of  the  town  and  three  at-large 
members.  This  new  form  began  Jan.  1,  1975,  with  the  clerk  and  treasurer, 
Mrs.  Barbara  Strout,  acting  as  manager  until  an  acting  town  manager, 
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Sharon  Whitlow  was  hired  the  following  February.  Thus  Windham's  first 
managers  were  women.  Mrs.  Whitlow  servedl  until  July  when  Windham's 
first  permanent  Town  Manager  was  appointed.  David  Miller,  a  native 
of  Cape  Elizabeth  now  serves  as  Town  Manager  of  the  Town  of  Windham. 

Other  officers  elected  were:  councilmen,  north  district  -  Kenneth  Cole, 
south  district  -  Harold  Haskell,  east  district  -  Robert  Hunt,  west  district  - 
Gary  Plummer,  at-large  -  Richard  Brume,  Stanley  Hall,  Richard  Roy,  Jr. 
In  March,  1975,  Mr.  Brume's  term  expired  and  he  was  replaced  by 
Joseph  Bean,  Jr.  Mrs.  Strout  was  elected  clerk  for  a  two  year  term. 
There  are  many  more  officers  serving  the  Town,  some  being 
members  of:  Planning  Board,  Development  Committee,  Recreation 
Park  and  Conservation,  Library  Trustees,  Policy  Study,  Fire  Chief, 
State  and  Town  Fire  Wardens,  Civil  Defense  and  Public  Safety, 
Building  Code  Officer,  Police  Officers  and  Matrons,  Health  Officers, 
and  Budget  Committee  -  to  name  a  few  different  catagories  which 
function  at  the  present  time  to  make  Windham  a  progressive  town. 
Many  serve  without  pay  and  are  to  be  commended  for  their  spirit 
of  good  citizenship. 


The  history  of  Windham  is  well  documented  in  books  written 
by  able  historians. 

History  of  the  Town  of  Windham  (1873)  Thomas  Laurens 
Smith  Prepared  at  the  request  of  the  town  and  published 
by  Hoyt  and  Fogg,  the  small  brown  book  is  rare  indeed. 

Windham  in  the  Past  (1916)  Samuel  Thomas  Dole 
Edited  by  his  grandson,  Frederick  Howard  Dole,  after 
his  grandfather's  death  in  1912.  Published  with  funds 
voted  by  the  town.  A  most  complete  history  of  the 
town,  the  Windham  Historical  Society  in  1974  under- 
took reprinting  of  the  book  which  is  available  at  this 
date.   $12.  plus  tax. 

A  History  of  Windham,  Maine  (1935)  Frederick  Howard 
Dole  Sketches  of  a  typical  New  England  town.  Published 
by  Cobb,  the  printer  in  Westbrook,  contains  many  pictures. 
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SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT 

Superintendent  of  Schools,  William  A.  Foss,  has  been  in  the  Windhanrj  School 
System  since  the  fall  of  1 965.  His  first  assignment  was  as  a  teacher  at  the 
Field-Allen  School  which  housed  the  4th  and  5th  grades.  Since  that  time,  he  has 
been  Assistant  Principal  responsible  for  the  Field-Allen  School,  Principal  of 
Windham  Junior  High  School,  Assistant  to  the  Superintendent  and,  since  July  of 
1972,  Superintendent. 

Mr.  Foss  received  his  early  education  at  the  Peaks  Island  School  and  journeyed 
daily  to  Portland  High  School.  After  service  in  the  U.  S.  Army,  he  enrolled  at  the 
University  of  Maine,  Gorham,  where  his  studies  were  interrupted  by  a  re-call  to 
active  duty.  He  has  since  completed  the  requirements  for  his  Master's  Degree  at 
the  same  institution. 

One  of  his  first  actions  as  Superintendent  was  to  form  what  has  become  known 
as  the  Administrative  Council.  This  Council  is  composed  of  Principals,  Directors 
and  Supervisors  and  facilitates  the  sharing  of  concerns  and  information.  Through 
this  process  the  Administration  is  able  to  make  more  enlightened  decisions  on 
matters  which  will  affect  the  entire  system. 

Perhaps  the  accomplishment  of  which  he  is  most  justifiably  proud  is  the  trans- 
formation of  the  Newhall  School  into  the  current  Gingerbread  School  for 
Kindergarten  children.  The  entire  project  is  a  result  of  his  desire  to  make  a 
child's  first  learning  experience  a  pleasant  one. 

Both  elementary  and  high  school  personnel  are  now  undergoing  self-evaluations. 
Members  of  the  community,  as  well  as  the  School  Board,  are  involved  with  both 
evaluations  and  members  of  the  student  body  are  also  involved  at  the  highschool 
level.  This  process  gives  the  system  a  chance  to  look  at  itself  and  make  constructive 
changes  based  on  in-depth  evaluations  of  any  given  problem. 

In  the  four  years  he  has  served  as  Superintendent,  the  Windham  School  System 
can  point  with  pride  at  the  fact  that  it  has  not  only  grown  in  size,  it  has  expanded  its 
its  programs  and  improved  the  quality  of  the  programs  it  is  offering  to  its 
students.  With  the  rapid  growth  that  Wihdham  is  experiencing,  this  is  an  awesome 
experience. 

Bill  and  Connie,  who  is  a  reading  tutor  in  the  Windham  School  System,  live 
at  Windham  Center  with  their  two  children,  Amy  and  Nathan. 
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Supt.  of  Schools,  William  A.  Foss 

School  Committee  Members:  Clifford  Plummer,  Mrs.  Janet  Rich, 
Mrs.  Sandra  Ent  (chairman),  Winfred  M.  Strout,  Jr.  and 
Ralph  Johnston 


Principals  —  1976 

High  School 

Paul  Folan 
Junior  High  School 

Peter  Connolly 
Manchester 

William  Diamond 
K-2  Area  Principal 

Earl  Sweatland 
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WINDHAM  HIGH  SCHOOL  .  .  .  .Principal  Paul  M.  Folan  announces  the 
honor  parts  for  the  class  of  1976.  The  valedictorian  is  Donald  Scott 
Rogers;  the  salutatorian  is  Stacey  E.  Hodges;  the  honor  essayist  is 
Timothy  C.  Cronin. 

Rogers,  the  son  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  Rogers  of  Windham  Center, 
is  a  member  of  the  Nation:'.!  Honor  Society,  the  Varsity  Club,  the  Key 
Qub  and  the  yearbook  staff.  He  has  been  active  in  the  Ski  Club  and  on 
the  ski  tean  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  indoor  and  outdoor  track 
teams.  Rogers  plans  to  attend  Wentworth  Institute  in  Boston  to  major 
in  architectural  engineering. 

Hodges,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Franklin  Hodges  of  the  Chute 
Road,  South  Windham,  is  a  member  of  the  National  Honor  Society  and 
the  yearbook  staff.  She  plans  to  attend  U.M.P.G.  to  major  in  geography 
and  anthropology  for  a  future  career  in  education. 

Cronin,  the  son  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  David  Drev^^  III  of  North 'Windham 
is  a  member  of  the  National  Honor  Society,  the  newspaper  staff,  and  the 
math  team.  He  is  business  manager  of  the  yearbook  and  is  active  in  the 
Proscenium  Players.  He  plans  to  attend  Hartwick  College  to  major  in 
pre-law. 
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CLASS  OFFICERS 


President  of  Student  Council 

Mike  McLellan 
Sophomore  President 

Elizabeth  Frewin 
Senior  President 

David  Willette 
Freshman  President 

Sandy  Dodge 
Junior  President 

David  Clift 
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SENlORS-1976 


Alexander,  David 
Allen,  Pauline 
Allen,  Laura 
Arbaugh,  Susan 
Arno,  Kevin 
Austin,  Calie 
Bailey,  Ferdinand 
Beauchene,  Robert 
Belanger,  Jeanine 
Bent,  Kevin 
Bigelow,  Phillip,  Jr. 
Bishop,  Mary 
Blake,  Peggy 
Blanchard  Vivian 
Bragdon,  Cindy 
Brassley,  Theodore 
Brown,  Paul 
Buck,  Cheryl 
Bullerwell,  Dwayne 
Carlin,  Peter 
Chamard,  Russell 
Clarke,  Brian 
Connolly,  Elaine 
Cookson,  Michael 
Cdughlin,  Jean 
Crockett,  Dale 
Crockett,  Janice 
Crommie,  Edward 
Cronan,  Mary 
Cronin,  Timothy 
Cummings,  Joanne 
Cushman,  Barbara 
Davids,  Denise 
Driscoll,  Richard 
Douce tte,  Patricia 
Drouin,  John 
DuEst,  Randy 
DuFour,  Roy 
Edwards,  Dorothy 
Eldridge,  Jeanne 
Esty,  Alan 
Ellsworth,  Lorraine 
Ferentz,  Barbara 
Forin,  Constance 
Foster,  John 
Fothergill,  William 
Francis,  Carroll 
Frewin,  Stephen 
Gagnon,  Brenda 


Gallagher,  Tim 
Gall  and,  Voyan 
Gardner,  Cindy 
Gaudet,  Richard 
Gerry,  Dawn 
Goodwin,  Roger 
Goulet,  Susan 
Grovo,  James 
Hall,  Susan 
Hall,  Wanda 
Hanson,  Edward 
Harmon,  Dennis 
Hawkes,  Peter 
Hodges,  Stacey 
Irish,  Bryan 
Jaynes,  Forrest 
Jewett,  David 
Jones,  Jami 
Kelley,  Stephen 
Knight,  Kim 
Langlois,  Toni 
Larrivee,  Gail 
Leighton,  Felecia 
Lowell,  Lawrence  J. 
Lowell,  Russell 
Lymburner,  Cheryl 
MacDonald,  Joyce 
McGoldrick,  Pat 
McLellan,  Michael 
McPhail,  JUl 
Mains,  Alice 
Mains,  Holly 
Mason,  Russell 
Meserve,  James 
Morin,  Carol 
Morrell,  Joleen 
Morrell,  Karen  Anaka 
Morton,  Rebecca 
Mulhern,  Robin 
Myers,  Stephen 
Nelson,  Donald 
Nichols,  Donald 
Nickerson,  Beth 
Noble,  Kathy 
Noonan,  Joe 
Perrin,  Christopher 
Plummer,  Carol 
Plummer,  Lee 
Hummer,  Wayne 


Pride,  Leon 
Proctor,  Cheryl 
Ranney,  Michael 
Rhoades,  Robert 
Richardson,  Marjorie 
Roberts,  Brian 
Rogers,  D.  Scott 
Rowe,  Denise 

Ruel,  Mona 
Sawyer,  Eugene 
Shanahan,  Eileen 
Smith,  Edward 
Smith,  Gordon,  Jr. 
Southard,  Dale 
Sprague,  David 
Stewart,  Mary 
Stiles,  Julie 
Stone,  Cindy 
Sykes,  Michele 
Tanguay,  Peter 
Tetrault,  Mark 
Thompson,  Lynne 
Thurlow,  Linwood 
Tibbetts,  Cindy 
Tobin,  Colleen 
Toher,  Cindy 
Townsend,  Bonnie 
Trumble,  Stephen 
Trumble,  Tim 
Tubbs,  Holly 
Verrill,  Michael 
Viherek,  Stephen,  Jr. 
Wallingford,  Mike 
Waters,  Matthew 
Watkins,  Kimberly 
Weeks,  David 
Willette,  David 
Winn,  Christine 
Winningham,  Karen 
Wowtenhulme,  Barbara 
Works,  Nancy 
Worrey,  Roger 
Young,  Sandra 
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Meuse,  Angela 
Meyers,  Kelly 
Michaud,  Andrew 
Miller,  Daniel 
Millett,  Susan 
Milsob,  Victoria 
Moore,  Patricia 
Moran,  Sandy 
Morin,  Randall 
Moulton,  Jeffrey 
Mrowca,  Susan 
Mulligan,  Howard 
Munroe,  John 
Murphy,  Kerry  Ann 

Nason,  Tammy 
Nelson,  Rick 
Nickerson,  Christine 
Noisom,  Vanessa 
Norwood,  Rebecca 
Nowajewski,  April 
Nugent,  James 

Oliver,  Brian 
Osterberg,  Donald 

Paquin,  Lori 
Parvin,  Michelle 
Pease,  Peter 
Peeples,  Bruce 
Perkins,  Rebecca 
Perry,  Stephen 
Peterson,  Kirsten 
Philpot,  Maureen 
Pitt,  Donald 
Hummer,  Grant 
Potter,  Jeffrey 
Potter,  Shannon 
Price,  Renee 
Pride,  Ann 
Proctor,  David 


Quatrano,  Amy 
Quimby,  Stephen 

Randall,  Charles 
Randall,  Denise 
Ray,  Kris 


Raynor,  Sabrina 
Rhoades,  Renee 
Rideout,  Charles 
Rollins,  Andrew 
Rosebrook,  Kristine 
Ross,  David 
Ross,  Patricia 
Russell,  Kevin 
Russo,  Suzanne 
Roth,  Andrea 

Samson,  Gregory 
Sanborn,  Garredd 
Saunders,  Paul 
Sawyer,  Michael 
Sawyer,  Stephanie 
Sawyer,  Tracie 
Scholfield,  Tina 
Scribner,  Kimberly 
Secord,  Clyde 
Shaw,  Chad 
Shaw,  Joseph 
Shoemaker,  Jennifer 
Sinclair,  Jamie 
Smith,  Shawn 
Smithey,  Kathleen 
Smithson,  Jennifer 
Smothers,  Richard 
Snow,  Heather 
Sothman,  Patricia 
Spinney,  Jennifer 
Stein,  Angela 
Stewart,  Jonathan 
Stinson,  Nicholas 
Story,  Brooke 
Strout,  Eric 

Tandberg,  Tammy 
Taylor,  Dana 
Taylor,  Victoria 
Tetrault,  Scott 
Thompson,  Christain 
Thurlow,  Corinne 
Tompkins,  Lisa 
Tripp,  Christina 
Tripp,  Jennifer 
Tucker,  Brian 
Turner,  Tracy 
Tyler,  James 


Uksa,  Christine 


Vance,  Kristine 
Vaughn,  Allan 
Verrill,  Cory 

Wallingford,  David 
Welch,  Melanie 
Wilson,  Shannon 
Wing,  Stephen 
Wood,  Michael 

Young,  John 
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Windham  High  School 

Windham  High  School  was  dedicated  in  ceremonies  held  on  October 
17,  1964.  At  the  time  of  its  construction,  it  was  considered  one  of 
the  most  modern  and  efficient  in  the  greater  Portland  area.  The 
dedication  program  states  that  it  was  designed  with  particular  attent- 
tion  to  economy  of  construction,  maintenance  and  operation.  Rooms 
were  grouped  according  to  function  to  promote  efficient  class  pro- 
gramming. 

Foresightedness  was  the  watchword  of  this  prudent  Building  Committee. 
Again,  according  to  the  dedication  program,  "Windham's  growth  rate 
is  not  exactly  predictable,  the  High  School  is  designed  to  take  care  of 
our  anticipated  needs  for  the  next  .ten  or  twelve  years.  The  James  W. 
Sewal  Company  Windham  School  survey  indicates  a  high  school  attend- 
ance of  640  in  1973-4  which  will  approach  the  school's  710  capacity." 
Time  has  proven  this  prediction  correct.  This  type  of  conscientious 
planning  has  long  been  the  practice  in  Windham,  Windham  has  cause 
to  be  proud  of  its  volunteer  capabilitites. 
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New  Junior  High  School 

Because  the  children  who  created  the  need  for  a  new  elementary  school  are 
now  reaching  the  middle  and  upper  grade  levels,  Windham  school  facilities  are 
again  pressed  to  capacity.  The  condemnation  of  the  old  section  of  the  old  Junior 
High  School  accentuated  these  needs  and  necessitated  a  move  to  double  sessions. 

The  original  proposal  for  a  much  larger  High  School  complex  was  rejected  by 
the  State  Board  of  Education.  The  Junior  High  School  now  under  construction 
will  house  750  students  in  the  7th,  8th  and  9th  grades.  This  will  ease  the 
burdens  of  the  7— 12th  grade  level  for  a  short  time.  Completion  is  scheduled  for 
the  Spring  of  1977. 
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-  CRAFT  HOUSE 


Kindergarten  Students  1975-1976 


Adams,  Summer 
Arehart,  Kurt 
Austin,  Philip 

Babb,  Russell 
Baker,  William 
Banks,  Carrie  Lyn 
Baughman,  Shanna 
Bean,  Jennifer 
Beckwith,  Jodie 
Bellows,  Christopher 
Berube,  Carrie 
BiUington,  Sean 
Bisco,  Philip 
Bishop,  Scott 
Boote,  Jessica 
Bridges,  Julie 
Brooks,  Jeffrey 
Brown,  Jennifer 
Brume,  Gregory 
Bryant,  Tara 
Buck,  Scott 
Butterfield,  Kelly 

Carignan,  Roy 
Carl  in,  Barbara 
Carmichael,  Jeffrey 
Carson,  Douglas 
Chretien,  Jeffrey 
Cobb,  Brian 
Cobbett,  Wendy 
Comeau,  Christy 
Connolly,  Daniel 
Corbum,  Kevin 
Cota,  Daniel 
Coulombe,  Amy 
Coulthard,  Mary 
Croce,  Denise 
Crommie,  Julie 
Currier,  John 

Darling,  Timothy 
Davis,  Earle 
Davis,  Jeffrey 
Day,  Lisa 
Deas,  Paula 
Degrenia,  Charles 
Deluca,  Jonathan 


Denbow,  Karen 
Desjardins,  Theresa 
Decesere,  Michelle 
Dimatters,  Tracy 
Divney,  Tina 
Doane,  Jennifer 
Dobbins,  Krista 
Dorr,  Tobey 
Dow,  Tracy 
Doyen,  Gregory 
Drown,  Tammy 
Duncanson,  Brian 
Dupras,  Stephanie 
Durant,  Lisa 
Dyer,  Dianna 
Dyke,  Jeffery 

Eastup,  Dedrick 
Edwards,  Sandra, 
Elder,  Andrea 
Espeaignette,  George 
Evans,  Linda 
Ewing,  Karen 

Faunce,  Douglas 
Fernald,  Kimberly 
Files,  Jeff 
Fitzgerald,  William 
Foss,  Amy 
Foss,  Elizabeth 
Foster,  Kimberly 
Fowler,  Danny 
Freeman,  Brenda 
Fullerton,  Shannon 

Garner,  Amy 
Gilliam,  George 
Gilman,  Jeffrey 
Glantz,  Linda 
Glantz,  Terri 
Gough,  William 
Graham,  Scott 
Grant,  Reginald 
Gross,  John 
Grzywinski,  Geoffrey 

Hanscome,  Dyran 
Harmon,  Donald 


Hatch,  Stephen 
Hinkley,  Terr>' 
Hodgdon,  Jennifer 
Hodgkins,  Tammy 
Hopkins,  John 
Horton,  Katherine 
Howland,  Linda 
Huff,  Thomas 

Ingalls,  Glenn 

Jalbert,  Stephen 
James,  Deanna 

Kashinsky,  Nichole 
Keene,  Christopher 
Kennersen,  Jodie 
Kelley,  Chanen 
Kneeland,  Randall 
Knight,  Terr>'  Lee 
Konan,  Steven 
Kruger,  Erick 

Ladd,  Raymond 
Lambert,  Phillippe 
Lane,  Toni 
Larrabee,  Karen 
Lee,  Brian 
Lee,  Lemarck 
Leigh  ton,  Ernestine 
Libby,  Keith 
Locke,  Stephen 
Loft,  Benjamin 
Lowell,  Stacy 
Luce,  Kai-Su 

MacDonald,  Bonnie 
MacDonald,  Lawrence 
Mains,  Jeffery 
Marcotte,  James 
Martin,  Alan 
Mason,  Kevin 
McAnallen,  Linda 
McClellan,  Jenifer 
McCormick,  Edward 
McDonald,  Benji  Bo 
McElroy,  Jeremy 
McManus,  Michael 
Meserve,  Daniel 
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Newhall  Kindergarten  Center 

The  Newhall  Kindergarten  Center  is  an  outstanding  example  of  what  kinds  of 
transformation  can  be  brought  about  with  an  older  school  structure  and  as 
imaginative  administrator  .  This  is  what  happened  to  the  Newhall  School  in 
the  summer  of  1973. 

With  less  than  $12,000  in  expenditures  this  older  structure  was  transformed 
into  a  bright  and  alive  "Gingerbread  School"    It  is  a  very  exciting  and  colorful 
center  which  houses  all  the  Kindergarten  classes. 
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Manchester  School 

The  Stephen  Manchester  School  was  opened  in  September  of  1973.  At  that 
time  it  was  considered  as  a  model  open  school  for  schools  designed  for  the 
"open  concept"  approach  to  teaching.  This  "open  concept"  approach  was  the 
vehicle  used  to  implement  the  adoption  of  individualized  instruction  which  is 
now  being  used  in  transitional  stages  wthroughout  the  system.  The  teachers 
selected  for  this  school  were  hired  and  trained  with'this  type  of  teaching  in  mind 

The  entire  3rd,  4th  and  5th  grade  school  population  is  housed  is  this  school. 
It  has  its  own  physical  education,  art  and  music  programs.  One  of  the  most 
significant  areas  is  the  large  media  center  in  the  core  of  the  building. 

This  construction  was  deemed  necessary  as  Windham  experienced  the  first 
building  boom  growth  and  families  with  young  children  moved  to  Windham  in 
in  large  numbers. 
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The  Bodge  House 

The  Bodge  House  located  on  Chute  Road,  South  Windham,  was 
donated  to  the  Windham  Historical  Society  for  a  town  museum  in  1968 
by  Clyde  and  Ann  Esty.  The  acre  of  land  on  which  it  sets  was  given  by 
the  Stephen  Worthens.  Fifteen  thousand  dollars  has  been  raised  by  the 
Society  to  restore  the  historic  house. 

The  perfectly  proportioned  Cape  Cod  was  built  around  1810  by 
Hugh  Crague  HI,  while  Maine  was  still  a  Providence  of  Massachusetts.  It 
was  first  located  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  on  lower  River  Road  near  Black 
Brook.  Rev.  Gardner  Kellogg  became  owner  of  it  in  1811.  After  his 
death  in  1826,  Edwin  Bodge  bought  it.  In  1840  the  house  was  moved 
to  a  lot  on  Route  202  (Gray  Road).  In  1968  it  was  decided  to  build 
a  new  brick  Post  Office  on  the  lot  where  the  Bodge  House  set.  The 
house  was  moved  aside  in  the  field  and  stayed  propped  up  on  blocks 
for  nearly  a  year  while  the  Society  searched  for  a  suitable  site  and 
raised  sufficient  funds  to  move  it.  October  30,  1969  the  move  was 
made  and  Christmas  Eve  the  house  was  placed  on  a  new  foundation, 
faced  with  43  of  the  original  granite  blocks.  Granite  steps  at  the  front 
door  are  from  the  original  site. 

Mrs.  Hawoar  (  Hazel  Manchester)  Hawkes,  first  chairman  of  the 
Restoration  Committee  and  well  known  herbalist,  created  a  lovely  herb 
garden  behind  the  house  that  has  become  a  source  of  fund  raising  as 
well  as  a  great  attraction. 

The  Building  committee  and  the  Restoration  Committee  are 
hard  at  work  to  realize  the  goal  of  making  the  house  a  town  museum 
this  bicentennial  year.  Chairman  of  Building,  Lawrence  Manchester 
with  members  Francis  Grant,  Phipip  Kennard,  Clayton  Duplisea,  Robert 
Hoag,  Maynard  Rogers,  Jr.,  Ernest  Knight  and  Malcolm  Barton. 
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Front:  Ann  Paquin 

Seated  1  to  r:  Nan  Kimball,  Betty  Barto,  Dot  Kennard 
Standing  1  to  r:  Fran  Hoag,  Marie  Rogers,  Lillian  Grant, 
Fran  Manchester,  Lou  Brooks 


Restoration  Committee  Chairman 
Co— Chairman 


Mrs.  Philip  (Dot)  Kennard 
Mrs.  Lawrence  (  Fraw)  Manchester 
Mrs.  Howard  (  Hazel)  Hawkes 
Mrs.  Malcolm  {Betty)  Barto 
Mrs.  Martha  Menard 
Mrs.  Robert  (Fran)  Hoag 
Mrs.  Ernest  (  LoUise)  Knight 
Mrs.  Robert  {  Lou  )  Brooks 
Mrs.  Maynard  (  Marie  )  Rogers 
Mrs.  Lawrence  (  Laura  )  Page 
Mrs.  Louis  (  Ann  )  Paquin 
Mrs.  Frank  (  Lillian  )  Grant 
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1976 


The  Windham  Fire  Dept.  consist  Of  three  companies,  North,  South  and  East. 
The  first  to  organize  was  South  Windham  in  1927,  then  North  Windham  in  1928 
and  East  Windham  in  1958. 

In  the  first  two  or  three  years  South  and  North  had  their  own  Fire  Chief. 
John  Currier  was  the  Chief  for  South  and  Warren  Freeman  was  the  Chief  for  the 
North.  In  1930  Will  Hawkes  was  Fire  Chief  for  the  whole  town,  followed  by: 
Charles  Thayer,  Harley  Freeman,  Walter  Peavey  and  Richard  Libby. 

As  I  search  back  in  the  history  of  the  Fire  Dept;  I  find  that  both  North 
and  South  companies  had  hose  reels  with  chemical  tanks  at  first.  South  Windham 
then  acquired  a  Cadillac  and  a  Pierce  Arrow,  both  touring  cars  made  over  to 
be  used  as  fire  trucks.  North  Windham  had  a  Model  T  as  a  fire  trUck. 

Early  in  the  1930's  the  Town  bought  two  new  dodge  Trucks,  one  for 
North  and  one  for  South,  this  was  a  big  shot  in  the  arm  for  the  Fire  Dept; 
with  the  W  P  A  building  two  new  fire  stations  one  in  North  and  one  in 
South  in  1934  &  35. 

In  1936  the  South  Windham  station  burned  with  all  the  equipment,  so  a 
new  station  was  built  by  the  Town.  Windham  and  Gorham  each  bought  a  new 
500  gal.  pumper  to  replace  the  ones  lost  in  the  fire. 

In  1942  a  new  fire  truck  was  ordered  for  North  Windham  but  the  war 
delayed  delivery  until  1947  at  which  time  we  received  the  Buffalo  which  is  still 
in  service  at  East  Windham. 

Around  1958  the  people  of  East  Windham  decided  they  would  get  together 
and  build  a  fire  station,  which  they  did  and  is  located  on  the  Falmouth  Road. 
The  town  bought  a  1950  dodge  fire  truck  to  put  in  the  new  station. 

In  1968  the  fire  station  in  South  Windham  was  falling  into  the  river 
and  was  in  need  of  some  repairs,  the  Town    decided  to  build  a  new  station 
which  is  located  on  Main  St.  in  South  Windham. 
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1913 

Oldest  Fire  Fighting  -Equipment  - 
Will  Jordan  First  chief 


In  the  picture  background  is  Androsgoggin  Pulp  Mill  -  man  in 
picture,  first  fire  chief,  William  C.  Jordan 


Due  to  the  growth  in  the  North  Windham  area,  more  fire  equipment 
was  needed  and  the  old  station  would  not  accommandate  this  so  a  new 
station  was  built  on  Route  302  in  1972. 

In  1968  a  Rescue  Unit  and  members  were  added  to  the  Fire  Dept; 
The  Rescue  Unit  is  assigned  "to  the  North  Windham  station  and  services 
the  whole  Town. 

In  summarizing  the  Fire  Dept.  to  date,  we  have  80  volunteer  fire- 
men, 20  volunteer  rescue  members,  4  pumper  engines,  3  tank  trucks,  2  utility 
trucks  and  a  rescue  unit. 

Written  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
Richard  A.  Libby,  Fire  Chief 


DUNDEE  PARK  HISTORY 


Over  the  years  there  has  been  a  continuous  shrinking  of  the  amount 
of  shore  frontage  available  for  public  use  in  Windham.  Thus  it  has  become 
more  and  more  necessary  to  reserve  recreational  property  for  public  use  if 
our  people  are  to  enjoy  their  beautiful  environment.  However,  due  to 
our  very  limited  financial  resources,  some  way  of  acquiring  had  to  be 
worked  out.  Therefore  in  1965  the  Windham  Planning  Board  commenced 
a  study  of  the  possibilities  of  a  waterfront  park. 

For  many  reasons,  not  the  least  of  which  was  availability,  a  most 
promising  location  appeared  to  be  S.  D.  Warren  Co.  land  on  upper 
Dundee  Pond,  and  George  Olmsted,  S.D.Warren  President,  generously 
offered  to  donate  the  land  if  practical  park  development  plans  could 
be  worked  out.  Promises  of  assistance  were  obtained  from: 

Men's  Correctional  Center  of  South  Windham 

University  of  Maine  Recreation  Advisor 

Cumberland  County  Cooperative  Extension  Service 

Maine  State  Park  and  Recreation  Commission 

Town  Road  C9mmissioner 

Windham  High  School  Vocational  Trades  Program 

As  the  park  program  progressed,  all  of  the  above  cooperated 
vigorously  and  effectively.  The  final  success  of  the  park,  in  a  large 
measure  is  due  to  their  assistance. 

At  the  1966  Town  Meeting  article  50  was  passed  establishing 
a  Park  and  Conservation  Commission  consisting  of  Robert  Hunt, 
Doreen  Warren,  Merton  Johnson,  Douglas  Marston,  with  Jack 
Clark  as  Chairman.  The  Commission  at  once  began  hard  work 
on  detailed  park  plans. 

On  June  7th  of  that  year  Mr.  Olmsted,  after  examination 
of  the  tentative  plans,  made  good  his  promise  of  land  and  sold 
the;shore  property,  officially  appraised  at  $31,000  to  the  Town 
for  one  dollar.  An  additional  small  plot  was  donated  by  Kenneth 
Hawkes  to  widen  the  Park  at  its  narrow  point,  and  Central  Maine 
Power  granted  use  of  some  of  its  adjoining  land  for  a  future 
parking  area. 

The  Town  put  up  the  property  as  their  share  and  applied 
through  the  State  Park  Commission  for  matching  federal  funds 
of  $31,000.  At  the  year's  end  the  Commission  wrote  us  that 
"it  is  our  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  on  December  28,  1966 
the  Dundee  Park  Project  funding  application  received  favorable 
federal  action." 

Our  Park  is  a  valuable  asset  to  Windham  and  we  thank 
those  who  have  contributed  so  much  time,  energy,  and  property 
to  make  it  possible.  It  stands  as  a  fine  example  of  what  can  be 
done  when  the  interests  and  efforts  of  individuals,  industry,  and 
government  are  constryctively  coordinated. 
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WINDHAM  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


The  Public  Library  on  the  Windham  Center  Road  opened  December 
27,  1971  as  the  first  town  owned  library.  Two  days  before  the  opening, 
the  Windham  Center  Circulating  Library  Association  closed  its  door  after 
more  than  a  hundred  years  of  serving  the  community  and  donated  their 
2000  volumes,  cash  assets  and  furniture  to  the  new  library. 


From  the  beginning,  the  Public  Library  was  a  community  effort. 
The  Lions  Club  gave  $5,000.  before  the  building  was  started.  Other 
service  clubs  and  individuals  donated  money  and  furnishings.  The  library 
was  built  at  a  cost  of  $31,000.  The  federal  government  paid  full  salary 
of  the  librarian  for  two  and  a  half  years. 

Mrs.  Myrle  Cooper  is  Head  Librarian.  She  is  assisted  by  part-time 
workers  and  a  large  number  of  volunteers  who  give  an  average  of  800 
hours  yearly  working  for  the  Library.  A  "Friends  of  the  Library"  group 
was  formed  three  years  ago  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  library 
in  every  way  possible. 

A  5-member  Board  of  Trustees  serves  on  a  five  year  revolving 
term.  Mr.  William  P.  Crane  is  chairman  of  than  Board  in  1976. 

This  year  finds  a  total  of  12,111  volumes  with  circulation  of 
44,166,  up  90.9%  over  the  year  before.  There  is  a  large  Maine 
collection,  100  volumes  of  big  print  books,  subscriptions  to  82 
periodicals,  2  daily  and  3  weekly  newspapers.  Special  effort  is  being 
made  to  enlarge  the  reference  area. 

This  page  sponsored  by  WINDHAM  MILLWORK,  INC. 
ROUTE  302  -  Box  720 
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The  Library  is  a  member  of  the  Southern  Maine  Regional 
Library  System  and  subscribes  to  PRIME  Resources  of  Portland 
for  free  loan  of  films.  Weekly  book  service  is  provided  at  two 
nursing  homes  and  two  boarding  homes  with  twice  a  month 
showing  of  films  at  these  homes.  Films  for  children  are  shown 
weekly  in  summer  and  each  school  vacation.  "Friends  of  the 
Library"  supply  readers  for  a  year  round  weekly  preschool 
story  hour.  Craft  programs  are  conducted  for  preschool  and 
older  children.  A  Reading  Club  is  popular  in  summer.  w)th  awards, 
program,  and  refreshments  at  the  end  of  the  season. 

The  large  downstairs  room,  with  kitchenette,  has  become  the 
favorite  place  for  various  clubs  and  committee  meetings.  It  is 
used  to  the  fullest. 

The  Maine  State  Library  cites  the  Windham  Public  Library 
as  a  model  for  those  interested  in  the  building  of  a  small  library. 

All  are  invited  to  the  Hbrary^  and  residents  of  Windham 
may  fill  out  an  application  to  receive  an  ID  card. 


This  page  sponsored  by  VILLAGE  PHARMACY 
at  the  NORTH  WINDHAM  SHOPPING  CENTER 
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Advent  Christian  Church 
Highland  Cliff  Road 

The  present  meeting  house  was  built  in  1872  and  was  occupied 
for  a  time  by  the  Adventists  and  the  General  Baptists.  The 
latter  society  became  extinct  in  this  vicinity  and  a  Parish  was 
organized  in  1915.  The  Meeting  House  has  been  occupied  by 
the  Adventists  since  that  time.  Hiram  C.  Hawkes  was  elected 
first  Clerk  on  June  19,  1886.  The  Reverend  James  R.  Pratt 
served  the  church  for   many  years.  The  present  pastor  is 
Roger  Brown. 
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The  East  Windham  Community  Church,  United  Church  of 
Christ     Falmouth  Road 

The  East  Windham  community  Church,  U.CC.  was  incorporated 
in  November  1954  after  a  few  years  of  being  a  Sunday  School 
and  informal  group.  It  has  always  been  associated  with  the 
Presumpscot  Union  Parish.  They  met  in  different  buildings  and 
in  the  basement  of  their  current  structure  until  the  sanctuary 
was  completed  in  1966.  The  church  was  built  entirely  with 
volunteer  help.  The  present  minister  is  the  Reverend  Leighton 
J.  Foss. 
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Friends  Meeting  House 
Route  202 

Organized  in  1.779,  the  Friends  were  the  second  religious  society 
to  build  in  Windham.  The  first  meeting  house  was  a  one  story 
building.  Later,  a  two  story  addition  was  made  and  outfitted  for 
an  academy  of  higher  learning.  The  present  structure  was  erected 
in  1849  and  has  been  in  constant  use  since  that  time.  Most  recent- 
ly the  congregation  has  been  served  by  the  Reverend  Earl  Sweat- 
land. 
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4.      North  Windham  Union  Church 
Route  302 

The  North  Windham  Union  Church  was  built  in  1872  with  funds 
raised  by  subscription.  The  original  steeple  has  been  replaced  with 
a  new  one  during  the  past  year.  Rather  extensive  remodeling  has 
been  done  inside  the  sanctuary,  including  new  cushioned  pews. 
The  present  pastor  is  the  Reverend  Gerald  Robertson. 
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Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help 
Route  302 

The  parish  of  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help  Church  was  established 
on  June  24,  1974  with  the  Reverend  Monsignor  Robert  G.  Lavoie 
named  as  its  first  pastor.  Since  1958,  Catholics  in  the  Windham 
Area  had  attended  Mass  at  St.  Joseph's  College,  Lakeland  Hall 
and  the  parish  hall  of  the  North  Windham  Union  Church.  Due  to 
the  foresight  and  dedication  of  a  core  group  of  parishioners,  the 
church  was  built  in  1970.  Parishioners  used  the  unfinished  church 
on  Christmas,  1970  for  their  first  services.  Bishop  Gereghty  dedicated 
the  building  on  August  29,  1971.  The  auditorium  of  the  trlulti- 
purpose  structure  can  be  easily  divided  and  is  used  for  meetings 
cultural  events,  suppers  and  many  community  activities. 
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St.  Ann's  Episcopal  Church 

Corner  of  River  and  Windham  Center  Roads 

Starting  in  August  of  1971  services  were  held  in  homes,  at 
first  utilizing  lay  leaders  and  then  with  clergy.  On  Easter 
Sunday,  1972,  services  began  to  be  held  in  the  Chapel 
given  to  the  congregation  by  the  North  Gorham  United 
Church  of  Christ.  Easter  of  1973  saw  the  first  service  as  a 
Mission  of  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Maine;  a  Vicar  was 
appointed.  In  1974  a  site  at  the  corner  of  the  River  Road 
and  Windham  Center  Roads  was  given  to  the  church  and 
a  new  building  was  erected.  The  Chapel  in  North  Gorham 
was  deeded  back  to  the  United  Church  of  Christ.  Sunday 
worship  is  informal  and  families  are  welcome  to  participate 
as  a  unit. 
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South  Windham  Community  Church 
Main  Street 

This  church  was  raised  in  1840  and  dedicated  to  public  wor- 
ship on  IVlay  12,  1841.  It  joined  the  Presumpscot  Union 
Parish  in  1928.  It  is  one  of  the  very  few  churches  ever  de- 
signed so  that  the  congregation  is  seated  facing  the  entrance 
of  the  church.  The  Reverend  T.  Lawrence  Gilbert  is  the 
present  pastor. 
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Windham  Church  of  the  Nazarene 
Route  115 


The  new  sanctuary  was  dedicated  in  May  of  1960.  Since  that 
time,  an  addition  to  the  sanctuary  and  a  parsonage  have  been 
constructed.  Sunday  School  classrooms  are  in  the  basement 
of  the  church  and  there  is  a  large  Fellowship  Hall  in  the 
basement  of  the  parsonage.  This  hall  is  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  the  Reverend  Wilbur  Casey  who  was  the  first 
pastor  of  the  church.  The  present  pastor  is  the  Reverend 
W.O.  CaAden. 
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Windham  Hill  United  Church  of  Christ 
Windham  Center  Road 

Located  on  Windham  Hill  the  building  was  finally  erected 
in  1843  after  several  attempts  in  other  locations.   The  Reverend 
James  Aikens  served  the  church  faithfully  from  1891  to 
1936.  The  church  became  a  part  of  the  Presumpscot  Union 
Parish  in  1937.  Within  the  past  few  years  a  set  of  carillons 
was  installed  in  the  steeple.  The  present  pastor  is  the  Reverend 
Leighton  J.  Foss. 


53 


10.    Windham  Plains  Church 
Varney  Mill  Road 

As  a  member  of  the  American  Baptist  tradition,  meetings  began 
in  the  present  structure  as  soon  as  it  was  moved  to  its  present 
location  from  the  corner  of  the  Windham  Center  Road  and  the 
River  Road  in  1906.  The  structure  had  been  used  as  a  school 
and  it  was  purchased  from  the  Town  for  the  sum  of  $5.00! 
Meetings  were  held  regularly  until  1939  and  instituted  again 
in  1947.  they  have  been  continuous  ever  since.  The  first 
minister  was  George  Stevens  and  the  present  pastor  is  the 
Reverend  Frederick  Harter. 
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AMERICAN  FIELD  SERVICE 


In  April  of  1963  several  members  of  our  town  formed  the  Windham 
AFS  Chapter.  The  purpose  of  the  chapter  is  to  promote  international  under- 
standing through  the  exchange  of  students.  With  the  aid  of  the  high  school 
students,  who  formed  an  AFS  club  and  have  been  largely  responsible  for 
raising  money  for  the  program,  Windham  has  hosted  14  students  from  abroad, 
has  sent  9  students  abroad,  and  has  involved  10  students  in  the  Domestic  Ex- 
change Program. 

The  exchange  began  in  August  of  1962  with  a  student  from  the  Phillipines 
and  has  continued  to  benefit  with  students  from  Norway,  France,  Ethiopia, 
New  Zealand,  Germany,  Finland,  Ecuador,  Chile,  So  Africa,  and  Peru.  We  have 
sent  students  to  brazil,  Germany,  Australia,  Turkey,  Ecuador,  India,  Morocco, 
and  Denmark.  Within  the  United  States  we  have  had  an  exchange  with  Oregon, 
Oklahoma,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  California,  and  Montana. 


CAMP  FIRE  GIRLS 

Camp  Fire  Girls  was  the  first  national  non-sectarian  and  interracial  organ- 
ization for  girls  in  the  United  States.  It  was  founded  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Luther 
Halsey  Gulick  on  the  shores  of  Sebago  Lake  (So.  Casco)  in  1910.  Gulick 
Camps  are  still  owned  and  operated  by  their  direct  descendants  with  full 
summer  progran^  for  girls. 

Camp  Fire  Girls  consists  of  two  age  brackets:  Blue  Birds,  6-9  years  old  and 
Camp  Fire  Girls,  10-18,  with  their  sections  of  Adventure -Grades  4-6,  Discovery- 
Grades  7-9,  and  Horizon-Grades  10-12. 

All  girls  within  the  Association  strive  toward  a  better  understanding  of  them- 
selves and  their  surroundings.  They  work  for  a  better  way  of  life  and  are  guided 
toward  more  mature  and  responsible  adulthood.  Group  projects  for  family  and 
community,  "Doing  for  Others",  earn  for  them  various  awards  but  the  greatest 
reward  comes  from  within. 

Windham  has  six  groups  of  Blue  Birds  with  thirty-eight  members.  Leaders  are 
Judy  Ronaghan,  Mary  Ann  Meserve,  Marilyn  Murray,  and  Jan  Babbidge,  District 
chairman  is  Judy  Cloutier.  Mrs.  Ronaghan's  group  is  involved  in  the  national 
bicentennial  project,  "We,  the  People."  Participation  in  the  town's- celebration 
of  the  bicentennial  with  help  them  earn  the  national  emblem  especially  designed 
for  the  bicentennial. 

The  years  to  come  promise  health,  happiness  and  great  achievements  for  the 
young  members  of  the  Camp  Fire  Association. 

Judith  Ronaghan 

This  page  sponsored  by  KEN*S  LOCKSHOP 
LOCKS  -  KEYS  -  SAFES  -  ALARMS 
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CROSS  ROADS  GARDEN  CLUB 


This  garden  club  was  founded  by  Mrs.  Asenath  Dyer  at  her  home,  comer 
of  Albion  Rangeway  and  Windham  Center  Road,  February  21,  1950.  Seven 
ladies  were  present  and  the  Club  was  named  Cross  Roads  as  members  homes  were* 
on  or  near  a  four  corners.  The  charter  was  held  open  until  March,  which  be- 
came annual  meeting  month  and  closed  with  twenty-four  members. 

Aims  were  better  gardening,  landscaping,  propagation  of  plants,  arranging 
of  flowers,  studying  soils,  conservation  and  civic  betterment. 

First  officers  were  -  president,  Asenath  Dyer;  first  vice-president  Lillabelle 
Lowell;  second  vice-president,  Florence  Anthoine;  secretary,  Peggy  Clark; 
treasurer,  Marjorie  Manchester;  program  chairman,  Edith  Neely;  bi-laws,  Elsie 
Lorenzen. 

Several  projects  have  been  carried  out  in  the  past  twenty-one  years  such 
as  window  boxes  at  the  old  library  and  "Old  Grocery",  perennials  and  trees 
at  Friends  Meeting  House,  plantings  at  entrance  of  Smith  Cemetary,  flower 
shows  and  participation  as  guests  at  other  club  shows,  yearly  exhibition  at 
Cumberland  Fair,  favors  and  greens  each  Christmas  for  shut-ins  and  "nursing 
home  patients,  and  for  two  years  an  open  house  and  Silver  Tea  at  Parson 
Smith  House,  one  of  Windham's  oldest  landmarks. 

In  1956  due  to  enlarged  membership,  a  meeting  place  was  sought  arid  the 
Club  incorporated  as  recorded  in  vol.  15  page  99  in  Incorporation  Records 
at  Augusta  state  capitol. 

The  old  one  story  building  and  land  on  cross  roads,  Windham  Center 
Road  and  Route  202  became  available.  On  November  1956,  Mr.  William  C. 
Hawkes  of  Windham  and  his  brother,  Mr.  Phillip  Hawkes,  a  grocer  in  Gorham 
deeded  all  holdings,  as  a  gift  to  the  Cross  Roads  Garden  Club  as  a  memorial 
building  to  be  known  as  "The  Old  Grocery." 


Officers  in  1976: 

President,  Elsie  Lorenzen 
1st  Vice-President,  Ellen  Hindle 
2nd  vice-President  Doris  MacDonald 

Secretary,  Ellen  Aikins 

Treasurer,  Louise  Doughty 
Executive  Board,  Julia  Reeves,  Marjorie  Sweatland,  Mary  Hall 

This  page  sponsored  by  SEBAGO  BASIN  CAMPING  AREA 
ROUTE  302  -  Box  178 
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LAND  O'LAKES  GARDEN  CLUB 


Land  O'Lakes  Garden  Club  was  organized  in  September,  1949.  Of  the  ten 
charter  members,  four  are  still  active  after  twenty-seven  years.  They  are  June 
Fraser,  Jean  Keef,  Dorothy  Kennard,  and  Frances  Manchester,  Other  members 
today  are  Lou  Brooks,  Avonne  Clark,  Lillian  Cotton,  Helen  Donahue,  Leona 
Doucette,  Beverly  Down,  Marion  Harvell,  Betty  Kalor,  Betty  Kneeland,  Alona 
Lake,  Marion  Morton,  Reta  Rhoads,  Polly  Spiller,  Patricia  Stults,  Helen  White, 
Elizabeth  Williams,  Mary  Watson,  and  Villa  Quinn. 

Over  the  years,  the  Garden  Club  has  provided  flowers  for  church  altars,  shut- 
ins,  sick  persons,  table  arrangements  for  banquets,  landscaping  and  decorations 
for  public  buildings.  Their  flower  shows  have  received  much  attention  with 
visitors  coming  from  near  and  far. 

Plans  for  a  July  14,  1976  Flower  Show  with  Bicentennial  theme  are  being 
made.  It  will  be  held  at  the  historic  Parson  Smith  House  on  the  River  Road. 
Hostesses  will  be  in  Colonial  dress.  Another  fine  show  is  sure  to  evolve. 

Currently  the  Land  O.'Lakes  club  women  are  working  with  other  clubs 
on  the  mini-park  next  to  the  Public  Library. 

Meetings  are  held  at  member's  homes  every  third  Friday  evening  of  the 
month  and  bring  forth  speakers,  flower  and  craft  demonstrations,  and  work- 
shops with  individual  instruction. 


President,  Polly  Spiller 
1st  vice-president,  Beverly  Down 
2nd  vice-president,  Elizabeth  Williams 
Treasurer,  Lillian  Cotton 
Corresponding  Sec'y,  Reta  Rhoads 
Recording  Sec'y,  Marion  Morton 
Librarian,  Dorothy  Kennard 

Chairman  of  flower  show-  Dot  Kennard 

Publicity-  Frances  Manchester 
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PLEASANT  RIVER  GRANGE 


Pleasant  River  Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry  number  35,  was  organized 
September  9,  1874  at  the  Pleasant  River  House,  a  hotel  once  situated  on 
the  corner  at  Morrill's  Corner,  (now  called  Foster's  Corner).  Monthly  meetings 
were  held  for  a  while  in  the  schoolhouse  known  as  the  Kennard  School.  As 
membership  grew,  a  meeting  place  was  secured  in  the  Masonic  Hall  on  Windham 
Hill.  Another  move  was  made  after  two  years  to  the  home  of  D.F.  Moody  on 
the  Hill.  In  1885,  the  present  grange  hall  at  the  comer  of  Routes  302  and 
202  was  erected  and  it  is  one  of  the  great  landmarks  of  Windham. 

The  Grange  was  incorporated  April  15,  1885  and  proved  of  much  assistance 
to  the  members.  Flour,  tea,  grain  and  other  staples  were  bought  in  large  quantities 
and  sold  to  Grangers  at  wholesale  prices.  Members  enjoyed  the  cultural  and 
social  benefits  as  well.  Always  interested  in  the  civic  welfare  and  prosperity  of 
the  town,  the  Grange  continues  to  be  an  important  organization  in  Windham. 

Meetings  are  held  at  the  Grange  Hall  first  and  third  Saturdays  of  the  month 
at  8:00  P.M.     Membership  is  eighty. 


Officers  in  '76 


Tessie  Southard 
Harold  Verrill 
Carolyne  Keene 
Everett  Libby 
Donald  Keene 
Norma  Libby 
Mary  Hall 
Dorothy  Millett 
Roger  Harriman 
Myrtle  Varney 
Helen  Seavey 
Margaret  Verrill 
Mary  Varney 


Master 
Overseer 
Lecturer 
Steward 

Assistant  Steward 

Chaplin 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Gate  Keeper 

Ceres 

Pomona 

Flora 

Lady  Assistant  Steward 


ROCKAMEECOOK  GARDEN  CLUB 


First  meeting  of  this  club  was  held  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Elton  (Florence) 
Thompson  in  February,  1958.  charter  members  were  Esther  Stapl^s,  Dorothy 
Mains,  Louine  Rich,  Jean  Dolby,  Virginia  JiUson  and  Venetia  Philpot  The 
name  of  the  Indian  tribe  that  lived  along  the  shores  of  Sebago  was  chosen  as 
the  name  of  this  garden  club. 

Membership  in  '76  is  held  at  eighteen  so  that  homes  of  members  can 
accomodate  the  12  noon  meeting      every  third  Wednesday  of  the  month, 
excepting  July  and  August.  ,      .  , 

The  big  project  for  this  year  is  working  with  the  other  two  garden  clubs 
in  town  to  create  the  park  next  to  the  Public  Library. 

Present  officers  are  president,  Cora  Mason;  vice-president,  Mariane  Aaskov, 
secretary,  Anne  Rich;  treasurer,  Ann  Nason. 
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THE  HELPING  HAND  CLUB 


The  Helping  Hand  Club  began  November  17,  1911  by  Mrs.  Alta  Cook  calling 
a  few  neighbors  together  in  the  home  of  Maggie  Winslow  in  the  Friends 
neighborhood.  The  aim  of  the  club  was  to  assist  the  hostess  in  quilting,  mend- 
ing or  other  sewing;  thus  its  name— Helping  Hand. 

There  were  fourteen  members  and  first  officers  were  president,  Clara  Mayberry; 
vice-president,  Mattie  Jaquis;  recording  sec'y,  Nettie  Lowell;  corresponding  sec'y, 
Alta  Cook  and  treasurer,  Ida  Trickey.  Charter  members  included  Ellen  Webb, 
Mary  Sylvester,  Jennie  Jones,  Marion  Larrabee,  Maggie  Winslow,  Edith  Jackson, 
Maggie  Kallock,  Alice  Allen,  and  Hattie  Jordan. 

Refreshments  were  served  by  the  hostess  and  she  furnished  a  prize.  There  was 
roll  call  to  be  answered  with  a  current  event  for  enlightenment  and  pleasure  of 
the  group.  Any  member  failing  to  participate  was  fined  five  cents.  A  penny 
parade  held  each  meeting  contributed  funds  for  cards  or  flowers  for  ill  members. 
A  small  prize  was  given  for  the  lucky  number  drawn.  The  meeting  was  every  two 
weeks  and  contributed  to  neighborhood  sociability 

The  club  has  grown  to  around  thirty  members  and  over  the  years  dues  and  fines 
have  increased.  In  October  1950  it  was  voted  to  give  an  award  of  ten  dollars 
to  "the  student  of  the  freshman  class  who  has  shown,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
most  improvement  in  rank,  school  activities,  character  building  and  courtesy  over 
eighth  grade  rating.  This  prize  to  be  given  only  to  a  pupil  who  has  been  in 
Windham  schools  both  years.  The  decision  shall  be  left  to  the  eighth  grade  teacher 
and  the  high  school  teachers."  Later  this  was  changed  to  read  "to  the  freshman i 
student  showing  the  greatest  improvement  the  second  semester  over  the  first 
semester."  In  1975  the  award  was  twenty-five  dollars.  Anniversary  parties,  dinners, 
and  short  trips  have  been  some  of  the  features  enjoyed  by  the  members.  All 
through  the  sixty-four  years  of  the  club's  existence  it  has  extended  a  "Helping 
Hand"  to  many  worthy  causes  and  individuals. 


Officers  in  '76  are 

President,  Marjorie  Hobson 
Vice-president,  Hilda  Forbes 
Secretary,  Elsie  Lorenzen 
Treasurer,  Ruth  Stover 
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THE  WINDHAM  JAYCEES 


The  WINDHAM  JAYCEES  is  a  local  chapter  of  an  international  organization 
of  young  men  between  the  ages  of  18  and  36.  This  local  chapter  was  chartered 
in  the  early  1960's  and  has  been  dedicated  since  then  to  the  principles  of  Jaycee 
movement.  Basically  our  goals  are  self  improvement  through  service  to  our  comm- 
unity and  our  fellow  men  and  women. 

Through  the  years  our  chapter  along  with  the  Jaycee  Wives  has  provided  a 
number  of  important  services  to  the  town  of  Windham.  Among  the  more 
outstanding  projects  we  count  the  street  and  road  signs  through  the  town,  the 
surplus  food  distribution  program,  support  for  youth  programs  such  as  the  Cub 
Scouts  and  Little  League  and  many  others.  In  cooperation  with  the  North  Wmdham 
Fire  Department  we  conduct  the  annual  Windham  Old  Home  Days  celebration. 
Each  year  Sclerosis  and  Muscular  Dystrophy  to  carry  our  "service  to 
Humanity"  to  a  much  larger  community. 

Our  membership  in  this  bicentennial  year  consists  of  about  thirty  active  young 
Tien  who  find  many  ways  of  their  own  to  serve  their  community.  We  have  members 
vho  serve  on  the  town  council,  the  school  committee,  the  police  department  and  a 
lumber  of  boards  and  commissions.  The  entire  membership  stands  ready  to  community 
ervice  programs. 

Board  of  Directors-1975--1976 

Charles  Larson,  President 
Joseph  Bean,  Vice  President 
Brian  Olson,  Secretary 
James  Semple,  Treasurer 
Peter  James,  State  Director 
Peter  Tetrault,  Immediate  Past  President 
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Ladies  Aid  North  Windham  Union  Church 


February  11,  1914  a  group  of  five  friends  and  neighbors  gathered  at 
the  home  of  Laura  Jordan  prepared  to  spend  the  afternoon  with  sewing. 
It  was  such  a  pleasnt  time  that  they  decided  to  meet  every  Thursday,  call 
themselves  "The  Busy  Bees"  and  invite  others  to  join  them.  The  fee  to  join 
would  be  five  cents  and  each  would  contribute  ten  cents  at  each  meeting  to 
build  up  a  treasury.  Gladys  Shaw  was  first  president.  By  July  they  voted  to 
meet  every  other  Thursday  and  that  has  continued  to  present  day. 

Picnics  in  summer  included  the  children,.  Old  records  tell  of  invitations 
to  camps  at  the  lakes.  Each  woman  still  brought  her  sewing  and  crocheting 
for  the  annual  "Fair"  raised  a  large  sum  for  the  work  of  the  church.  Public 
suppers  were  held  very  often.  The  Christmas  Tree,  as  tall  as  the  church 
ceiling  would  allow,  was  decorated  by  the  Busy  Bees    who  made  sure  that 
every  child  received  a  bag  of  popcorn  and  candy  as  well  as  a  gift. 

For  sevesal  years  this  group  produced  the  drama,  "Old  Peabody  Pew." 
During  World  War  I,  they  knitted  diligently  for  the  Red  Cross,  still  busy 
making  aprons,  holders,  doilies  and  quilts  for  '  raffling  off. 

Somewhere  along  the  years ,  they  changed  their  club  name  to  Ladies  Aid 
Records  do  show  that  Mrs.  Florence  Manchester  resigned  as  Secretary  of  the 
Aid  on  Dec.  4,  1956  after  26  years  in  that  office,  and  was  presented  a  gift. 

There  are  about  twenty  members  of  "Aid"  in  this  bi-eentennial  year,  mee 
ing  at  the  parish  house  every  other  Thursday  at  noon,  still  working  for 
the  good  of  the  church. 

Officers  at  this  time  are  President,  Alice  Stevens 
Vice-President,  Marion  Guptill 
Secretary,  Gladys  Dobson 
Treasurer,  Marie  Rogers 
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Kiwanis  Club  of  Windham 


The  Kiwanis  Club  of  Windham  received  its  Charter  from  Kiwanis  International 
on  November  20,  1930  and  since  that  time  has  been  very  active  in  commun- 
ity projects.   Special  emphasis  has  been  on  scholarships,  children's  programs, 
and  the  Senior  Citizens  of  the  town.. 

The  name  Kiwanis  is  of  Indian  origin,  meaning  "We  Build",  which,  we  feel, 
is  appropriate  because  of  our  endeavors.  The  following  are  some  of  the 
programs  that  we  sponsor  and  support. 

Windham  High  School  Key  Club 

Windham  High  School  Student  Council 

Presidential  Classroom  Scholarships  (Washington  D.C.) 

Windham  High  School  Leadership  Awards 

Windham  High  School  4H  Club 

Yearly  Scholarships  for  deserving  High  School  Seniors 

Windham  A.F.S.  Chapter 

Delegate  to  Boys  State 

Cedric  Bailey  Scholarship  Fund 

Tools  and  Machinery  to  the  Industrial  Arts  Program 

Bowling  privileges  for  Windham  Special  Education  Class 

Windham  P.T.A. 

New  England  Scholarship  Fund 

Kiwanis  International  Foundation 

Christmas  Payty  for  School  Children 

Salvation  Army 

Opportunity  Farm,  New  Glouster 
Windham  Senior  Citizens  Housing  Program 
Windham  Olde  Home  Day  Celebration 
Windham  and  Raymond  Recreational  Programs 
Support  of  Windham  Churches 

Troop  802  B.S.A.,  Cub  Scout  Pack  801,  Troop  645  G.S.A. 

The  programs  listed  above  are  supported  by  the  efforts  of  a  dedicated 
group  and  funds  are  raised  by  the  various  projects  of  the  Windham 
Kiwanis  Club. 

Officers  for  1975-1976: 

President:   Stanley  Simpson 
1st  Vice  President:  Douglas  Frewin 
2nd  Vice  President:  John  Panarese 
Secretary:  Ralph  Johnston 
Treasurer:  Glenn  Libby 
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LADIES  OF  KIWANIS 


In  the  fall  of  1954,  several  wives  of  Windham  Kiwanians  met  with  members 
of  the  Portland  Ladies  of  Kiwanis  and  made  plans  for  forming  our  club.  Our 
first  officers  were  elected  in  1955.  Since  that  time,  money  that  has  been  raised 
and  spent  by  the  club  has  stayed  within  the  town  with  only  a  few  exceptions. 
The  money  has  been  raised  in  many  ways  such  as  food  sales,  swap  parties 
auctions,  rummage  sales,  birthday  money  and,  at  each  meeting,  a  mystery 
prize  and  an  auction  gift.  Most  of  the  club's  expenditures  have  been, for 
underprivileged  children. 

Many  dental,  eye  and  clinical  examinations  have  been  requested  and  much 
dental  work  has  been  done  and  several  children  fitted  with  glasses.  Clothing 
has  been  pruchased  for  children  and,  in  one  instance,  the  need  for  a  type- 
writer was  filled.  We  sponsor  Girl's  State,  the  Windham  A.  F.  S.  Chapter 
and  Thanksgiving  Baskets  are  distributed  as  needed.  Cards  and  flowers 
are  sent  to  members  when  they  are  confined  with  illness.  The  list  is 
endless  on  what  the  Windham  Ladies  of  Kiwanis  have  succeeded  in  doing  the 
these  past  twenty  years. 

Programs  at  the  monthly  meetings  have  been  both  educational  and 
interesting.  Although  we  are  a  small  club,  we  manage  to  keep  very  busy  and  we 
we  hope  to  continue  our  services  for  many  years  to  come. 

Officers  for  1976 

President:  Barbara  Strout 

Vice  President:  Cora  Frewin 

Secretary:  Gladys  Lib  by 

Treasurer:  Jane  Sampson 

Corresponding  Secretary:  Katherine  Williams 


The  Windham  Lions  Club  was  chartered  June  25th,  1965  with  a  total 
membership  of  twenty  three.  The  members  were  made  up  of  area  business 
men  and  residents.  Their  goal  was  to  help  the  town  of  Windham  and  its 
residents  though  their  first  project  was  to  help  a  young  lady  by  the  name 
of  Cindy  Moulton.  She  was  injured   in  an  automobile  accident  and  though, 
not  a  resident  of  Windham,  was  in  need  of  help.  And  help  they  did  with 
a  check  for  $1,000.00  to  help  meet  medical  expenses. 

Their  attention  was  then  turned  to  Windham.  The  greatest  need  of  Wind- 
ham, at  that  time,  appeared  to  be  a  rescue  unit.  That  project  was  then  under- 
taken, and  enough  money  was  raised  to  purchase  a  panel  truck.  The  Windham 
Lions  then  worked  night  and  day  to  properly  equip  and  get  it  ready  for  use. 
The  truck  was  put  into  service  the  first  part  of  1968.  Since  then  the  Lions 
have  donated  several  thousand  dollars  to  help  m.aintain  the  rescue  unit. 

The  list  of  projects  goes  on  ajid  on.  The  club  has  raised  to  date  about 
$50,000.00,  which  has  been  spent  within  the  community. 

The  club  is  celebrating  it's  tenth  anniversary  this  year  and  has  a  member- 
ship of  51. 

WINDHAM  LIONESS 

The  Windham  Lioness  cajne  into  being  in  1967,  one  year  after  the  Windham 
Lions  Club  was  found.  When  called  upon  we  ace  ready  to  help  them  with  their 
projects. 

Over  the  years  we  have  had  some  projects  of  our  own.  Some  of  them  are 
remembering  the  birthdays  of  each  patient  in  a  local  nursing  home,  donation 
to  the  new  library,  food  baskets,  gifts  to  Pineland  Hospital,  sponsoring  girls  to 
Dirigo  Girls  State  and  providing  scholarships  to  a  deserving  graduate  of  the  senior 
class  of  Windham  High  School. 

Our  charter  president  was  Mrs.  Grace  Bradway  whose  husband  was  charter 
president  for  the  Lions  Club.  Our  present  president  is  Mrs.  Debbie  Libby. 


This  page  spon:iored  by  FRANK  AMATO,  INC 
ITALIAN  SWISS  SANDWICH  SHOP 


WINDHAM  HIGH  SCHOOL  KEY  CLUB 


The  Windham  High  School  Key  Club  is  a  high  school  service  club  for  boys, 
sponsered  by  the  Windham  Kiwanis  Club.  They  have  given  many  hours  this 
year  in  helping  the  local  garden  club  prepare  the  area  next  to  the  Town  Li- 
brary for  a  Bicentennial  Par,.  Many  of  their  activities  raise  money  for  schol- 
arships at  graducation.  They  Uso  have  given  food  baskets  at  Thanksgiving 
and  Christman  to  families  in  the  town  and  helped  on  the  town-wide 
Halloween  party  for  younger  children. 

1975-1976  officers: 

President:  Mike  McLellan 
Vice  President:  David  Clift 
Secretary:  Steve  Frewin 
Treasurer:  Steve  Rich 
Sargeant  at  Arms:  David  Jewett 
Faculty  Advisor:  David  Jones 


WINDHAM  HIGH  SCHOOL  KEYETTES 

The  Windhan  High  School  Keyettes  Club  is  a  service  organization  for  girls. 
This  year  they  have  helped  on  the  Town-wide  Halloween  party  for  younger 
children,  distributed'  Thanksgiving  baskets,  went  caroling  at  Christmas-time, 
and  made  May  baskets  for  the  nursing  homes.  This  year  they  joined  Keyettes 
International. 

1975-1976  officers: 
Presidnet 

President:  Christmme  Winn 

Vice  President:  Patricia  Doucette 

Treasurer:  Gail  Laravee 

Secretary:  Lynn  Thompson 

Faculty  Advisors:  Mrs.  Diane  Robitaille 

and  Mrs.  Mildred  Black 


NATURE  STUDY  CLUB 

On  March  9,  1911  five  ladies  met  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Lott  (Annabelle) 
Morrill  on  Route  302  to  form  a  study  club.  Wild  flowers,  birds,  minerals,  and 
historical  events  have  been  taken  up  throughout  the  years.  Regular  meetings 
have  been  held  in  members  homes  every  two  weeks  on  Thursday  at  two  O' 
clock  since  the  beginning,  sixty-five  years  ago. 

Membership  at  present  is  fifteen  with  Helen  Seavey,  President.  Doris 
Webb,  vice-president;  Sylvia  Doiron,  Secretary;  Bemice  Timmons,  Treasurer; 
Muriel  Bumham,  Floral  Committee. 
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INDEPENDENT  ORDER  OF  ODD  FELLOWS 


LAKE  SHORES  LODGE  5 

On  March  1,  1947,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows    granted  a  charter  for  Lake  Shores  lodge   5  with  24  original  mem- 
bers. In  1970,  Siloam  Lodge  45  ff  Gray,  consolidated  with  Lake  Shores 
Lodge  and  at  the  present  time  the  lodge  has  a  membership  of  70,  3  of  which 
are  charter  members,  and  we  have  2  members  in  the  service  of  their  country. 
In  April,  1953,  it  was  decided  to  secure  a  building  of  their  own,  having  been 
meeting  at  first  in  what  was  then  called  the  Community  Building  (the  small 
building  beside  the  North  Windham  Church  Parish  Hall)  and  later  in  Edes 
Hall,  the  site  of  which  was  about  opposite  the  present  dairy  queen.  Seven 
selected  members  formed  a  corporation  called  the  Lake  Pine  Association,  a 
non-profit  corporation  for  "—the  charitable,  educational,  social  or  benevo- 
lent purposes  in  the  advancement,  protection  and  betterment  of  any  and  all 
social  and  civic  affairs  within  the  villages  or  North  and  South  Windham, 
Maine,  and  to  acquire  and  control  land  an  d  building  or  buildings  in  the 
town  of  Windham,  for  the  primary  purpose  of  providing  a  meeting  place  for  Lake 
Lake  Shores  5  and  Pinea  Rebekah  Lodge   71  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows    andto  provide  a  meeting  place  for  social  and  civic  activ- 
ities." This  resulted  in  the  present  Odd  Fellows  Hall  of  Route  302,  in 
North  Windham,  constructed  entirely  through  the  hard  labors  of  dedica- 
ted members  of  the  Lodge.  Lake  Shores  Lodge  is  vitally  interested  in  the 
youth  of  Windham  and  sponsors  the  Ouonset  Junior  Lodge  with  a  member- 
ship of  17  young  men  between  the  ages  of  10  adn  18.  Because  of  our 
interest  in  youth  and  also  our  town's  Bicentennial  celebration,  LakeShores 
Lodge  has  granted  permission  for  a  little  league  ballfield  to  be  constructed 
on  its  property,  at  the  rear  of  the  Odd. Fellows  building. 

For  the  present  year  ending  in  September,  1976,  the  officers  are: 

Noblp  Grand:  Ralph  I.  Boynton 
Vice  Grand:  Gerald  T.  Stanton 
Secretary:  Roscoe  Catland 
Treasurer:  Edward  T.  Stanton 

Warden:  Arthur  G.  Harriman  III,  who  is  also  advisor  of  the  Junior  Lodge. 
Both  Noble  and  Vice  Grandsywere  members  of  the    Junior  Lodge. 

PINEA  REBEKAH  LODGE 

This  group  was  organized  March  1 1,  1950  as  a  ladies  auxiliary  to  the  Odd 
Fellows.  Membership  at  this  time  is  close  to  100. 

Meetings  are  held  on  the  first  and  third  Wednesday  of  each  month,  with 
the  exception  of  July  and  August,  at  the  I.O.O.F.  Hall  on  Route  302. 

Pinea  Rebekah  Lodge  sponsors  Theta  Rho  Girls  Club,  which  is  the  Junior 
Auxiliary  of  I.O.O.F.  It  sponsors  a  delegate  to  the  United  Nations  Pilgrimage 
chosen  from  Windham  High  School.  An  important  project  of  the  Lodge  is  the 
Nurses  Training  Scholarship  Fund  which  helps  worthy  young  people  further 
their  education  in  the  nursing  f  ield. 

This  page  sponsored  by  BARRY  &  MANCHESTER 
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EVANGELINE  CHAPTER  NO.  167 
ORDER  OF  THE  EASTERN  STAR 


Instituted  at  Windham,  Maine,  March  17,  1914  and  chartered  May  27 
of  the  same  year.  Meetings  are  held  the  second  Tuesday  evening  of  each 
month,  September  to  June  inclusive,  at  the  Masonic  Hall,  River  Road  in 
North  Windhajn.  A  most  cordial  welcome  is  extended  to  every  member  of 
the  order. 

First  officers  in  1914  were  Addie  Jordan,  Worthy  Matron  and  her 
husband,  Charles  S.  Jordan,  Worthy  Patron. 

Presently  in  high  offices  are  Agnes  L.  Dyke,  Worthy  Matron  and 
husband.  Earl  E.  Dyke,  Worthy  Patron.,  Yvonne  Hayer,  Associate  Matron 
George  Hayer,  Associate  Patron. 

Secretary,  Mary  E.  Elliott,  P.M. 
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PRESUMPSCOT  LODGE  AF  &  AM  NO.  127 


In  November  1864,  because  of  the  distance  between  Lodges,  members 
who  had  taken  their  degrees  elsewhere  met  at  Jason  Webb's  Hall  at  Windham 
Hill  to  discuss  forming  a  Lodge^  for  Windham. 

The  charter  was  received  May  3,  1865,  and  a  two  story  building  was  erected 
at  Windham  Hill,  finished  in  January  1867.  The  Lodge  contracted  with  John  R. 
Rollins  in  1886  to  move  the  building  to  North  Windham.  By  January  15,  1887 
the  Masonic  Hall  was  on  a  new  foundation  on  land  next  to  North  Windham 
Church.  Jurisdiction  of  the  Lodgelis  the  town  of  Windham  and  parts  of  Raymonc 
Casco  and  Gray.  For  many  years  meetings  were  held  Saturday  evening  on  or 
before  the  full  moon,  Presently  meetins  are  held  the  second  Monday  of  each 
month,  excepting  July  and  August. 

The  need  for  a  larger  meeting  place  was  felt  long  before  the  new  brick  build- 
ing on  River  Road  was  erected  in  1970.  This  building  is  45'  x  82'  with  comfort- 
able seating  capacity  for  150  members  and  guests.  Visitors  are  always  welcome. 

Membership  in  Presumpscot  Lodge  //  127  numbers  375 

Officers  in  1976  are  Worthy  Master,  Ralph  L.  Perkins,  Jr. 

Senior  Warden,  Kenneth  Gardner  Junior  Warden,  David  Rhodes 

Secretary,  Ernest  Allen,  P.M.  Treasurer,  Ephraim  Jillson,  P.M. 

Senior  Deacon,  John  Sheild,  Jr.  Junior  Deacon,  Roger  Timmons 

Senior  Steward,  Benjamin  MacVane  Junior  Steward,  Richard  Brume 

Chaplain,  Alan  Saunders    ,  Marshall,  Howard  Woodside 

Tyler,  R.  Dean  Atwood,  Jr.  Organist,  Emery  Jensen 


THE  WINDHAM  EVENING  EXTENSION  GROUP 


The  Windham  Evening  Extension  Group,  organized  in  1970,  is  one 
of  four  such  extension  groups  in  town  serving  as  an  educational  out-reach  into 
the  community. 

The  Cooperative  Extension  Service,  known  across  the  nation,  is 
funded  by  the  U.S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture,  University  of  Maine,  a  land  grant 
university,  and  Cumberland  County. 

Program  areas  include  Better  Agriculture,  Youth  Development 
through  4-H  Clubs,  Home  Economics,  and  Community  Development.  Extension 
groups  are  open  to  all  people  regardless  of  race,  religion  or  creed. 

I^t  present  there  are  34  groups  in  Cumberland  County  promoting  this 
educational  out-reach.  In  Windham,  the  other  groups  are  Win-Eight,  Tri-Town, 
and  Windham-White  Rock. 

June  Eraser,  chairman  of  Windham 
Evening  Extension 
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WINDHAM-GORHAM  ROD  AND  GUN  CLUB 


The  object  of  this  organization  is  to  maintain  and  hand  down  to 
future  generations  that  spledid  heritage  of  the  gun  and  rod  we  received  from 
the  pioneer  hunters  and  fishermen  of  Maine;  to  encourage  the  youth  of  our 
locality  to  love  and  enjoy  the  recreations  of  outdoor  life,  and  with  them,  to 
foster  and  develop  a  higher  appreciation  of  the  natural  attractions  of  wood 
and  stream  in  this  vicinity;  to  encourage  proper  protection  of  fish,  game  and 
birds,  and  the  preservation  of  their  natural  homes;  to  uphold  the  statutes  of 
Maine  as  related  to  the  conservation  of  wildlife;  and  to  help  mould  and 
develop  public  sentiment  to  this  end. 


Founded  as  a  non-profit  organization  August  23,  1948,  meetings 
are  held  at  the  Club  house  on  Woodlawn  Avenue,  South  Windham,  the 
second  and  fourth  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Projects  of  this  club  include  a  fish  stocking  program,  the 
raising  and  releasing  of  some  400  pheasants,  teaching  Junior  Club  members 
fishing,  hunting  and  camping  skills. 

The  Club  has  built  and  maintains  a  pond  for  children  to  fish  in. 

Each  year  two  youngsters  are  given  a  week  at  Conservation  Camp 
iit  Ellsworth.  A  group  is  taken  several  times  a  year  to  Jackman  for  camping. 

The  Club  gives  a  scholarship  each  year  to  a  Windham  High  School 
graduate  and  a  Gorham  High  School  graduate. 

Since  1962  the  Club  has  stocked  and  released  more  than  two 
hundred  wild  turkeys  hoping  that,  in  the  near  future,  the  bird  that  so 
sustained  our  ancestors  will  again  be  plentiful  in  our  woods. 


President:  Alexander  E.  Landry 
Vice  President:  Richard  A.  Duncanson 
Recording  Sec'y:  Alan  L.  Smith 
Treasurer:  Jason  E.  Noble 
Corresponding  Sec'y:  Richard  E.  Warren 
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WINDHAM  HEALTH  COUNCIL 


The  local  health  council  was  started  in  1945  by  Frederick 
Aikins,  Supt.  of  Schools,  Beverly  Allen,  School  Nurse,  and  Dr.  Sydney 
Branson  who  saw  a  need  for  more  connplete  health  programs  in  the 
schools. 

Classroom  teachers  assisted  at  each  check-up  session  and 
recorded  results  on  each  child's  health  card.  Outside  help  was  enlisted 
in  1950  and  the  Council  really  organized.  Mrs.  Mary  Lyons  was  elected 
first  president. 

Health  needs  of  all  ages  became  the  Council's  concern.  The 
Loan  Closet  came  into  being.  Dorothy  Reynolds  had  charge  of  that 
project  for  twenty  years.  Supplies  for  lending  were  kept  in  the  wooden 
annex  that  is  attached  to  the  Town  House.  In  October,  1973  the  old 
library  building  at  the  Center  was  moved  to  a  lot  near  the  Public 
Library.  It  is  used  exclusively  by  the  A  ouncil  for  the  Loan  Closet. 
Elsie  Haskell  (892-4912)  is  contact  person  at  this  time. 

Projects  include  the  Well  Baby  Health  Clinic  held  monthly  at 
Fellowship  Hall,  Windham  Hill  Church,  with  Dr.  Margaret  Millard  attending, 
and  Adult  Health  Screening  Clinic  held  the  third  Wed.  morning  each  month 
at  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help  Catholic  Church,  No.  Windham.  Twenty 
active  members  of  the  Council  give  freely  of  their  time.  More  volunteers 
are  invited  to  join. 

Officers  in  1976 

President,  Cora  Mason 
Vice-President  ,  Nancy  Pratt 

Secretary,  Cindy  Mason 

Treasurer,  Sandy  0!Brian 


NORTH  WINDHAM  BUSINESS  ASSOCIATION 

The  North  Windham  Business  Association  was  organized  on  February  18,  1964 
by  mempers  of  the  business  community.  The  purposes  of  this  organization  are 
to  improve  the  social ,  physical,  material,  structural,  and  especially  the  business 
and  commercial  status  of  the  town  of  Windham  and  the  citizens  thereof.  The 
Association  also  engages  in  any  or  all  fund  raising  activities.  The  Business 
Association  has  an  ethics  committee  to  control  and  advise  regarding  solicitations 
and  new  business.  The  membership  in  1975  was  69  in  number.  The  North 
Windham  Business  Association  is  dedicated  to  the  goal  of  improving  business 
relations  and  opportunities  for  the  betterment  of  North  Windham. 
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WINDHAM  HILL  CLUB 


Over  fifty  years  ago  a  few  ladies  on  Windham  Hill  gathered 
to  do  their  darning,  have  tea,  and  tend  to  the  "heater-piece"  on  the 
corner.  Since  then  the  club  has  built  a  decorative  well  on  this  piece  of 
town-owned  property,  and  cleared* and  landscaped  the  opposite  corner. 

In  addition  to  caring  for  "our  corner"  the  club  has  become 
involved  in  many  other  community  projects.  Raising  our  funds  by  means 
of  auctions,  fairs,  and  open-house  tours,  we  have  been  able  to  help 
Windham  through  donations  to  schools,  the  fire  department,  rescue  unit, 
church,  AFS,  senior  citizens,  Windham  Library,  and  other  worthy  causes. 

We  welcome  newcomers  to  our  group,  because  we  feel  that 
in  working  together  an  exchange  of  ideas  and  a  sharing  of  minds  will 
help  all  of  us. 

1975-76  Officers:    President  -  Mrs.  Jerald  Brooks 

Vice-President  -  Mrs.  Willis  Watkins 
Secretary  -  Mrs,  Frank  Forbes 
Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Stanley  Sampson 

Submitted  by  Mrs.  Leon  W.  Stevens,  Historian 


WINDHAM  HILL  GUILD 

The  Windham  Hill  Guild,  reorganized  in  the  early  1960's,  is  composed 
of  women  from  the  town  interested  in  helping  with  the  work  of  Windham 
Hill  Church.  Local  concerns  beyond  the  church  have  included  our  two 
nursing  homes,  the  Men's  Correctional  Center  at  So.  Windham,  Senior 
Citizens  P.T.A.,  and  A.F.S.  programs  as  well  as  food  baskets  for  needy 
families.  We  have  been  happy  to  be  the  sponsors  of  the  Windham  All- 
Organizations  Christmas  Fair  held  each  year  at  Fellowship  Hall.  Our  con- 
cerns also  extend  to  state  and  world  needs. 

Officers  at  this  time  include:  Janet  Chipman,  President 

Bettejane  Fitzgerald,  Vice-  Pres. 
Vera  Mills,  Secretary 
Donna  Jasper,  Treasurer 
Emily  Aikin,  Key  Woman 
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WINDHAM  COMMUNITY  THEATER,  INC. 


In  early  1974  an  enthusiastic  group  of  Windham  citizens  met  to  discuss  plans  for 
a  Community  Theater.  Thursday,  September  19th  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  Wind- 
ham Friends  Meeting  House  at  which  time  it  was  voted  to  change  the  name  from 
Sebago  Lake  Region  Theater  to  The  Windham  Community  Theater.  A  new 
constitution  and  by-laws  were  presented,  discussed  and  voted  to  accept.  A  slate  of 
officers  was  presented,  voted  on  and  accepted  as  follows:  President,  Thomas 
Gieringer,  Vice  Pres.  Mark  Boutllier;  Recording  Secretary,  Althea  Holland;  Corres. 
Sec.  Ramona  Gieringer  and  Treasurer  Marion  Capron. 

The  purpose  of  this  organization  shall  be  to  provide  an  opportunity  for  members 
of  the  community  to  produce,  participate  in,  and  observe  all  forms  of  theater 
including  the  Business  of  the  Theater  as  well  as  the  Art.  The  organization  will 
provide  education  and  entertainment.  Membership  is  open  to  the  people  of 
Windham  and  the  surrounding  area.  Each  Spring  and  Fall  the  Theater  has  produced 
one  act  plays,  musicals  or  a  concert. 

This  Spring  will  be  their  most  ambitious  project.  On  April  23  and  24th,  1976  at 
Windham  High  School  a  Bi-centennial  play  based  on  the  history  of  Windham, 
paralleling  the  history  of  our  country  will  be  produced.  This  is  an  original  play  coll 
collaborated  upon  by  several  members  of  the  Theater  group,  using  as  characters 
a  real  early  Windham  family.  The  Windham  Community  Theater  Chorus  will  sing 
songs  of  each  era  as  background  music.  The  y©uth.of  the  community  are  particip- 
ating, as  well  as  their  fathers  and  mothers.  There  is  a  job  for  anyone  interested  in 
sharing  the  pleasure  of  the  Theater's  undertaking. 


THE  WINDHAM  DRIFTERS  SNOWMOBILE  CLUB 

The  Windham  Drifters  Snowmobile  Club  came  into  being  the  winter  of  1971. 
Meetings  were  held  in  the  garage  of  Dennis  Rowe,  who  was  also  the  Club's 
first  President.  With  the  increasing  popularity  of  snowmobiling,  it  did  not  take 
long  for  the  Club  to  grow.  Sixty  families  now  comprise  the  Club  that  meets 
every  first  and  third  Monday  night  of  every  month,  September  thru  April. 

One  of  the  main  functions  of  the  Club  is  to  see  that  the  trails  of  Windham 
are  maintained  and  kept  in  good  and  safe  traveling  condition.  Every  Fall 
members  join  togehter  to  clean  up  and  re-cut  old  trails,  carve  new  trails, 
repair  old  bridges,  and  build  new  bridges  for  all  snowmobilers  to  enjoy. 

Over  the  years,  the  Club  has  participated  in  many  benefit  activities — Ride 
a-thons  for  MS  and  the  Pine  Tree  Society  for  Crippled  Children,  donations 
to  local  charities,  and  scholarship  donations.  One  of  the  largest  benefits  was 
in  the  winter  of  1975,  when  the  Club  raised  over  $14,00.00  for  the  Stiles 
family  of  Gorham. 

The  Windham  Drifters  are  not  only  interested  in  snowmobiling  related 
activities.  Throughout  the  year  they  hold  several  dances,  pot  luck  suppers, 
and  bar-b-ques.  New  members  are  always  welcome.  Come  join  us  and  have 
the  time  of  your  life! 
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WINDHAM  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


There  had  long  been  an  interest  in  Windham  to  establish  a  focal  point  for 
the  collection  and  preservation  of  the  town's  historic  documents  and  artifacts, 
many  of  which  date  to  the  early  eighteenth  century  before  Windham  became 
Windham  became  the  16th  town  incorporated  in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts. 

On  April  11,  1967  a  large  group  of  townspeople  met  to  form  the  Windham 
Historical  Society.  By  the  first  annual  meeting  on  October  23,  1967  there  were 
193  charter  members,  100  of  whom  attended  the  dinner  meeting  and  elected 
Russell  Wilkins  the  charter  president. 

The  Society  has  been  completely  self-sufficient  in  its  nine  years,  having 
raised  approximately  $15,000  for  the  restoration  of  the  Bodge  House  Museum, 
circa  1810. 

Meetings  are  held  on  the  4th  Monday  evening  of  each  month,  except  Dec- 
ember, with  an  average  attendance  of  thirty  to  thirty-five.  Guests  and  potential 
members  are  always  welcome. 

Officers  during  the  bicentennial  year  of  America  are: 

Acting  President  (vice-pres.)  Mrs.  L.  Jordan  (Anne  Elder)  Berry 
Executive  Secretary,  Mrs.  Lawrence  L.  (Laura  Brackett)  Page 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Mrs.  Louis  A.  (Ann  Hawkes)  Paquin 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Edwin  L.  (Dorothy  Hawkes)  Reynolds 
Auditor,  Robert  C.  Hoag 
Curator,  Herbert  H.  Hawkes 

Historian,  Mrs.  Malcolm  H.  (Elizabeth  Read)  Barto 
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p.  T.  A. 


The  Windham  P.  T.  A.  was  founded  to  promote  the  welfare  of  children 
and  youth  in  home,  school,  church,  and  community.  To  raise  the 
standards  of  home  life. 

The  P.T.A.  secures  adequate  laws  for  the  care  and  protection  of 
children  and  youth.  Brings  into  closer  relation  the  home  and  the 
school,  that  parents  and  teachers  may  cooperate  intelligently  in  the 
training  of  the  child. 

Develope  between  educators  and  general  public  such  united  efforts 
as  will  secure  for  every  child  the  highest  advantages  in  physical, 
mental,  social,  and  spiritual  education 

Pres.  —  Beverly  Strout 
Parent  V.P.  —  Doris  Meehan 
Sec.  —  Laura  Menezes 
Treas.  —  Janet  Murchinson 


WINDHAM-RAYMOND  SENIOR  CITIZENS 

The  first  meeting  of  thirty-one  senior  citizens  took  place  at  the  North 
Windham  Parish  House  in  September,  1970.  Membership  in  1976  is  more 
than  300. 

Mrs.  Howard  (Shirley)  Jewett  has  been  the  "guiding  light"  from  the 
beginning.  Under  her  leadership,  senior  citizens  now  enjoy  many  worth- 
while programs  and  privileges  that  would  not  be  possible  without  organ- 
ization. 

Every  second  and  fourth  Wednesday  of  each  month,  excepting  July 
and  August,  the  Club  meets  at  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help  Catholic 
Church;  second  Wednesday  is  a  business  meeting  at  eleven  o'clock  followed 
by  bring-your-own-lunch  with  dessert  and  coffee  provided;  fourth  Wednesday 
is  hot  lunch  arranged  for  by  a  committee  followed  by  a  planned  program. 

July  is  used  for  a  bus  trip  to  some  place  of  interest. 

In  August  members  meet  for  the  annual  picnic. 

A  monthly  newsletter  called  "The  Gabber"  is  mailed  out  ten  times 
during  the  year. 

One  outgrowth  of  the  club  is  the  Craft  Co-op  located  at  the  corner 
of  Page  and  River  Roads.  Open  in  summer  months,  the  shop  is  an 
outlet  for  all  kinds  of  handcrafts  made  by  senior  citizens. 

Present  officers  are  President:  Marie  Rogers 

Vice-President:  Albert  Sargent 
Secretary:  Lillian  Connolly 
Treasurer;  Stanley  Chandler 
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CONGRATULATIONS,  MRS.  ELLIOT 


In  the  same  year  that  America  celebrates  its  200th  birthday,  Mrs. 
Elliot  is  celebrating  her  100th.  This  remarkable  little  lady  is  the  oldest 
citizen  of  Windham.  In  1938,  when  the  town  celebrated  the  bicentennial 
of  the  settling  of  Windham,  her  father,  Jason  N.  Pride  was  honored  as 
being  the  oldest  citizen  of  the  town.  Both  father  and  daughter  have 
contributed  greatly  to  the  making  of  Windham. 

''''Aunt  Edith^\  as  she  is  called  by  family  and  close  friends,  was 
born  June  24,  1876,  in  the  same  house  where  she  still  resides  in 
Windham  Center.  She  has  lived  a  full  and  rewarding  life.  Until  a  few 
years  ago  she  had  attended  every  possible  Windham  High  School  alumni 
affair  and  graduation.  An  award  is  given  in  her  name  each  year  to  the 
Windham  High  School  sophomore  who  has  shown  greatest  improvement 
during  the  year. 

In  1897  Edith  Gertrude  Pride  was  named  valedictorian  of  the  first 
class  to  graduate  from  Windham  High  School.  At  that  time  classes  were 
held  in  the  brick  building  that  now  houses  the  town  offices.  Graduation 
exercises  were  held  in  the  church  at  Windham  Hill.  That  one  year 
graduation  took  place  in  February.  The  valedictorian  came  down  with 
a  terrible  cold  and  was  on  the  verge  of  pneumonia.  Dr.  Harper  took 
her  to  his  home  nearby  and  cared  for  her  until  just  in  time  to  take 
her  back  to  the  church  to  deliver  her  address.  Most  of  her  life  she 
has  enjoyed  good  health  and  kept  busier  than  most  people. 
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Following  graduation  she  taught  four  years  in  the  little  brick 
schoolhouse  that  was  on  the  Windham  Center  Road.  (From  Route  202 
going  down  the  hill  toward  Route  302).  Her  salary  for  teaching  grades 
one  through  eight  was  six  dollars  a  week,  later  raised  to  nine.  That 
career  ended  with  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Orin  Elliot.  Like  every  young 
bride  she  expected  to  live  happily  ever  after,  but  with  his  untimely 
death  in  less  than  a  year,  she  became  his  widow. 

Oil  painting  was  one  of  her  hobbies  and  her  relatives  have 
beautiful  paintings  that  she  did  more  than  fifty  years  ago.  Her 
love  for  books  kept  her  working  in  the  library  at  the  Center.  Her 
grandmother  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  first  Windham  Library. 
She  is  a  life-time  member  of  the  Windham  Center  Circulating  Library 
Association,  incorporated  in  early  1900. 

For  forty-four  years  she  went  with  her  elderly  father  to  their 
winter  home  in  St.  Cloud,  Florida,  and  worked  in  the  library  there. 
While  in  Florida,  she  joined  the  Women's  Club  and  became  its  presid- 
ent. She  is  a  Past  Matron  of  the  St.  Cloud  Chapter  of  Eastern  Star. 
She  organized  the  DAR  Chapter  there  fifty-seven  years  ago. 

Returning  to  her  home  in  Windham  every  summer  she  has 
been  a  valued  member  of  various  clubs:  Cross  roads  Garden  Club, 
Helping  Hand  Club,  Charter  member  of  the  Windham  Historical 
Society,  and  the  Women's  Republican  Club.  Though  she  has  had 
to  give  up  attending  meetings,  her  interest  in  them  is  still  high. 

Mrs.  Elliot's  eyes  do  not  allow  her  to  read,  knit  and  crochet 
as  she  once  did,  but  her  mind  is  keen. 


This  page  sponsored  by  CRANE'S  FLOWER  SHOPPE 
at  the  NORTH  WINDHAM  SHOPPING  CENTER 
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WALTER  REEVES 


This  seems  an  appropriate  time  to  mention  one  of  our  townsfolk 
who  epitomizes  the  Spirit  of  '76. 

I  am  referring  to  Walter  Reeves,  living  alone  and  caring  for  himself 
and  his  home  at  97  years  of  age.  His  son  Clifton  and  daughter 
Kathryn  Forbes,  stop  by  each  day  to  administer  to  his  needs. 

In  1878,  he  was  born  in  Portland  and  due  to  unfortunate  cir- 
cumstances, was  separated  from  his  immediate  family  at  age 
twelve,  and  became  one  of  the  first  boys  to  be  taken  in  by  the 
late  George  Walter  Hinkley,  who  founded  the  Good  Will  Home 
for  boys  in  the  town  of  Hinkley,  Maine,  named  after  the  founder. 

Here  he  came  under  the  influence  of  Mr.  Hinkley,  a  wonderful 
man,  who  was  a  minister  and  a  true  humanitarian. 

At  age  fifteen,  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  taxidermist  by  the  name 
of  William  Gifford,  in  Skowhegan,  He  lived  there  three  years, 
learning  the  taxidermy  trade  that  was  to  be  used  by  him  in 
future  years  as  a  livelihood  and  later  as  a  hobby. 

He  was  issued  a  license  by  the  State  to  collect  any  animal 
or  bird,  to  be  mounted  by  him  for  the  Good  Will  Museum. 
In  1898  he  spend  the  summer  at  Kennebago  Lake,  roaming 
the  woods  and  the  streams  for  specimens. 

Some  years  ago  the  Museum  at  Good  Will  burned  and  with 
it  the  specimens  he  had  mounted  over  the  years. 

He  celebrated  his  twenty-first  birthday  in  Singapore,  on  the 
Malay  Peninsula,  having  signed  up  as  steward  on  the  army 
hospital  ship.  Relief. 
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This  was  a  round  the  world  cruise,  through  the  Suez  Canal, 
stopping  at  Ceylon,  Malay,  Japan  and  the  Philippines. 

It  was  one  year  after  the  Spanish  War  and  during  the 
Philippine  insurrection,   While  anchored  in  Manilla  Bay,  he 
saw  four  members  of  the  crew  from  the  ship  who  were 
sailing  in  the  bay,  surprised  and  captured  by  the  Philippine 
guerrillas,  and  taken  inland.  Their  whereabouts  were  never 
known. 

Arriving  back  in  New  York  with  fifty  cents  in  his  pocket, 
he  survived  by  frequenting  the  saloons  of  that  day  served 
free  lunches  after  buying  a  drink.  He  solved  that  by 
getting  in  line,  wiping  his  mouth  with  his  hand  as  if  he 
had  just  bought  a  beer,  then  helping  himself  to  a  free 
lunch.  After  living  this  way  for  a  week,  he  got  a  job  with 
John  Murgatroyd,  a  New  York  Taxidermist.  He  worked 
there  until  acquiring  another  job  as  a  taxidermist  with 
W.  W.  Hart  of  Newark,  New  Jersey. 

It  was  while  working  here  that  he  was  visited  by  Mr.  Hinkley 
who  advised  him  to  return  to  Portland.  He  thought  so  much 
of  this  man  for  his  past  guidance  and  friendship,  that  he  took 
his  advice  and  returned. 

In  1904  he  was  married  to  Katherine  Tutle,  and  went  to  work 
for  the  Deering  Ice  Cream  Company.  This  work  was  seasonal 
at  that  time,  so  he  was  compelled  to  fall  back  on  the  taxidermy 
trade,  working  in  the  winters  for  the  M.  Abbott  Fraser  Company 
of  Boston. 

From  1910  to  1919  he  was  plant  manager  for  the  Deering  Ice 
Cream  Company. 

In  1919  he  left  the  city  and  bought  a  farm  in  Windham,  and 
began  trucking  the  farmer's  milk  to  the  Oakhurst  Dairy. 

He  served  as  a  selectman  for  the  town  of  Windham  for  many 
years,  president  of  the  Kiwanis,  a  member  of  Pleasant  River 
Grange,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Presumscot  Lodge  of  Masons 
for  over  fifty  years. 

The  Good  Will  Home  Association  conferred  an  Honorary 
Degree  in  1940  upon  Walter  Reeves  in  recognition  of  his 
loyalty  to  the  physical,  social,  intellectual,  and  religious  ideals 
of  life  fostered  at  Good  Will. 

A  true  humorist  and  philosopher,  Mr.  Reeves  could  entertain 
you  with  many  more  interesting  incidents  of  his  life. 

This  page  sponsored  byDEXTER  SHOE  FACTORY  OUTLET 
at  the  NORTH  WINDHAM  SHOPPING  CENTER 
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WILLIAM  H.  CRAM 
1860-1949 


William  Cram  was  one  of  the  old  school,--honest,  dependable,  forthright, 
and  wise,  He  had  a  varied  career  and  was  successful  in  most  of  his  endeavors. 

With  John  Gerry,  he  operated  a  lumber  mill  at  the  mill  pond  at  the 'foot 
of  Little  Sebago  around  1900.  Then  in  1912  he  had  a  grocery  store.  W.H.  Cram 
&  Son,  at  North  Windham. 

In  1910  he  began  what  was  to  be  a  long  career  in  public  service.  He  served 
as  selectman  for  the  town  for  more  than  six  years.  Some  years  later  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  Cumberland  County  Commissioner  and  served  with  great  distinctior 
for  eighteen  consecutive  years,  acting  as  Chairman  during  his  last  term.  Truly  he 
was  a  "politician"  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word. 

Will  Cram  bought  and  developed  the  old  Freeman  farm  into  what  is  now 
known  as  Mineral  Springs.  He  laid  this  out  with  great  care  and  vision,  protecting 
each  property  owner's  rights  to  the  shore  and  to  the  spring. 

As  a  young  man,  he  served  as  Clerk  to  Mr.  Keyes  at  the  Indurated  Fibre 
Company  mill  in  Gorham.  He  had  a  hand  in  the  development  of  some  exciting 
new  fibre  products.  When  the  mill  shut  down  and  machinery  was  declined  as  he 
did  not  want  to  leave  Windham.  That  company  developed  into  the  famous  Keyes 
Fibre  Company. 

Mr.  Cram  was  a  Master  Mason  and  served  the  local  Presumpscot  Lodge 
as  Secretary  for  more  than  fity  years.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  North 
Windham  Union  Church  and  had  much  to  do  with  its  remodeling  some  forty 
years  ago. 

William  H.  Cram  was  a  good  man;  a  man  of  great  integrity,  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him,  one  of  Windham's  finest  citizens. 
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CHARLES  F.  PARKER,  M.D. 


The  good  that  men  do  lives  after  them,  -  and  fondly  remembered  for  the 
good  he  did  is  Charles  F.  Parker,  M.D. 

The  town  was  fortunate  indeed  when  in  1898  he  bought  a  home  on  the 
Standish  road  near  Boody's  Corner,  North  Windham,  and  hung  up  his  shingle. 
Dr.  Reuben  Jordan  had  died  some  months  earlier  and  the  north  end  of  town 
was  without  a  doctor.  A  handsome  young  man  of  29  in  that  year,  he  had 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Vermont  Medical  College,  taken  graduate 
courses  at  Columbia  University,  and  completed  internship  at  a  New  York 
hospital.  He  was  well  qualified  to  attend  to  every  ache,  pain,  and  illness, 
real  or  imagined.  He  brought  with  him,  from  Baldwin,  Elizabeth  May 
(Harding)  whom  he  had  married  in  1895  and  in  due  time  they  had  four 
fine  children.  They  were  an  extremely  devoted,  happy  family  and  much 
credit  must  be  given  to  Mrs.  Parker  who  had  to  manage  very  often 
without  the  busy  doctor. 

He  answered  every  call  for  miles  around,  traveling  in  those  early  days  by 
horse  and  wagon,  or  sleigh  if  required.  Many  times  he  tied  his  horse 
to  a  tree  on  the  shore  of  Sebago  and  used  his  motorboat  to  get  to 
someone  needing  him. 

Donald  B.  McMillan,  explorer  and  lecturer,  told  in  a  lecture,  of  his 
going  to  a  Boy's  Camp  at  Lake  Sebago  to  set  a  broken  leg.  He  used 
wood  from  an  orange  crate  for  splints  and  earned  eternal  gratitude  of 
both  the  famous  Mr.  McMillan  and  the  boy  who  grew  up  to  be  famous. 
The  boy  whose  vacation  was  somewhat  disrupted  was  Cole  Porter,  well 
known  song  writer. 
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Memories  of  Dr.  Parker  could  fill  a  book.  Each  of  us  who  remember 
him  have  our  favorite.  The  big  vital  man,  very  human  and  very  social, 
somehow  found  time  to  serve  Presumpscot  Lodge  //  127  of  Masons  as 
Master  in  1907.  Mrs.  Parker  and  he  were  charter  members  of  Evangeline 
Chapter  //  167  O.E.S.  in  1914.  Each  held  highest  office  in  the  new 
chapter. 

No  one  knows  the  many  times  he  stopped  at  the  store  to  buy  bags 
of  groceries  to  give  to  his  needy  patients.  That  these  people  could 
not  even  pay  for  his  house  call  bothered  him  not  at  all.  He  never 
sent  anyone  a  bill.  "Hell,  if  people  are  going  to  pay,  they  will,  and 
without  a  bill." 

In  1913  he  gave  up  his  faithful  horses,  old  Baldwin  and  Alcy,  and 
bought  his  first  car.  To  get  to  his  patients  faster  and  easier  was 
important.  Besides  the  town  was  growing  and  demands  on  his  time 
increasing. 

One  elderly  woman  thought  she  needed  him  several  times  a  week. 
Realizing  her  problem  he  finally  said  to  her,  "Hell,  why  do  you 
complain,  you're  eld  enough  to  die  anyway."  She  got  so  mad  she 
forgot  her  aches  and  pains  and  lived  to  be  past  ninety. 

In  another  case,  an  old  man  begged  the  doctor  to  tell  him  just 
how  bad  off  he  was.  The  doctor  hesitated  and  finally  answered 
"Well,  let's  put  it  this  way.  If  you  were  a  horse  we'd  take  you  out 
and  shoot  you."  That  man  didn't  get  mad.  He  got  well  -  at  least 
for  a  while.  Blunt  truth  and  applied  psychology  were  a  big  part 
of  Dr.  Parker's  prescription  for  getting  well. 

Underneath  his  roughness  was  a  heart  of  gold.  During  World  War  I 
influenza  struck.  One  night  in  a  snowstorm  already  ten  or  more 
inches  deep  a  little  girl  (ME)  took  a  kerosene  lantern  and  walked 
into  the  night  to  get  the  doctor.  My  father  was  very  ill  with  the 
deadly  germs.  Pulling  on  his  high  boots  and  grabbing  his  black 
bag,  he  took  me  by  the  other  hand.  The  way  back  did  not  seem 
so  far.  He  pulled  my  father  through  his  fever  and  stayed  all  night 
to  be  sure  of  it. 

Dad,  the  "doc",  and  a  couple  of  other  men  enjoyed  their  evening 
poker  games.  In  the  middle  of  one  exciting  game  "doc"  got  a  call 

to  go'ibut.  "G.  .  damn,  another  one  of  those  (he  named  the  family) 

coming  into  the  world".  It  wasn't  another  baby  being  born  that 
riled  him  -  no  population  explosion  then,  but  he  did  hate  to  leave 
that  game. 

As  he  traveled  the  country  roads  on  his  rounds  he  smoked  incessantly, 
always  tossing  his  burned  wooden  match  out  the  car  window.  One 
Christmas  the  family  gave  him  the  nicest  lighter  money  could  buy. 
It  was  no  time  at  all  before  he  had,  by  force  of  habit,  lighted  up 
and  tossed  the  expensive  lighter  out  the  window.  Though  they 
knew  somewhere  near  in  which  ditch  it  landed,  they  never  could 
find  it. 
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In  1921  North  Windham  had  to  do  without  him.  He  became 
resident  physician  at  the  State  Reformatory  for  Men  (called  that 
in  the  beginning)  South  Windham.  The  family  moved  to  the  big 
white  house  on  the  hill. 

His  former  patients  still  went  to  him  at  certain  hours,  but  they 
had  lost  an  old-time  family  physician  who  had  once  had  time 
to  be  both  friend  and  healer. 

He  died  in  1936  but  recollections  of  him  will  never  die. 


This  page  sponsored  by  DICK'S  CHEVRON  SERVICE/ALA 
ROUTES  302  &  115  -  BOX  478 
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ROYAL  B.  MANCHESTER 


Royal  B.  Manchester,  born  in  Windham  April  18,  1841,  was  my  great 
great-uncle.  Although  we  never  met,  I  feel  sincere  affection  for  him  for 
several  reasons  (1)  I  have  a  rather  large  child's  Bible  that  he  presented  my 
grandmother  on  her  ninth  birthday  (2)  stories  told  and  re -told  by  different 
family  members  (3)  I  have  talked  at  length  to  a  man  who  knew  him  well. 
The  following  is  related  to  these  stories. 

As  a  boy.  Royal  B.  Manchester  was  quite  sickly  because  of  bouts 
with  tuberculosis.  In  those  days  of  scanty  medication,  for  this  ailment  his 
mother  was  advised  to  give  her  son  doses  of  straight  whiskey  two  or  three 
times  daily.  Fortunately  he  survived  both  the  illness  and  what  today  would 
be  considered  drastic  nursing  methods. 

In  adulthood  he  was  six  feet  four  in  stature.  With  his  tall  "straight 
as  a  ramrod"  frame,  dark  hair,  and  rather  large  well-trimmed  moustache, 
he  made  an  impressive  figure. 

During  his  era,  he  became  well  known  throughout  the  state  as  an 
accomplished  violinist,  composer,  and  teacher  of  violin  and  dance.  Although 
he  never  married,  he  seems  to  have  lived  a  full,  busy  life;  having  residence 
in  both  Portland  and  Windham  as  his  musical  commitments  dictated. 

In  later  life  he  lived  where  the  302  Restaurant  is  now.  A  dance  hall 
was  almost  directly  across  the  street  at  that  time.  During  the  summer  months 
he  would  sit  on  the  porch  enjoying  passersby  and  the  warm  weather.  He 
would  be  greatly  disturbed  at  the  sound  of  the  modern  dance  tunes  of  the 
20's  drifting  across  from  the  open  windows  of  the  upstairs  hall,  and  at  times 
became  quite  verbal  about  his  dislike  of  this  'new  music'  claiming  it  to  be 
"music  that  only  made  noise." 

A  newspaper  article  from  1921  gives  the  following  account:  Professor 
Royal  B.  Manchester,  the  oldest  and  best  known  dancing  master  and  violin- 
ist, had  no  intention  of  celebrating  his  80th  birthday  other  than  in  his  own 
home  surrounded  by  a  host  of  pleasant  memories,  but  some  of  his  friends 
had  other  plans.  Early  Monday  evening  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.B.  Manchester  and  a 
few  others  called  at  his  home  and  after  a  time  asked  Mr.  Manchester  if  he 
wouldn't  like  to  walk  down  to  Mann's  Hall  with  them  which  he  accordingly 
did.  There  he  was  cordially  greeted  by  about  75  friends,  many  from  out  of 
state. 

The  affair  was  a  complete  surprise  to  him  and  the  well  known 
violinist  was  nearly  overcome  with  emotion  by  the  demonstration  given 
him.  When  asked  if  he  would  play  a  selection,  he  rendered  one  of  his 
own  compositions  which  he  had  written  that  spring.  Then  followed  several 
old  fashioned  dances  that  all  present  enjoyed.  During  the  evening  a  buffet 
lunch  of  sandwiches,  cake,  fancy  crackers  and  coffee  was  served. 

I  have  two  regrets  about  this  colorful  ancestor  of  mine,  (1)  that  I 
did  not  know  him,  and  (2)  that  I  did  not  take  the  violin  lessons  as  my 
family  wanted  me  to  do  when  a  child  -  if  I  had,  who  knows?  Perhaps 
his  talent  might,  just  might,  have  surfaced  in  me. 

Royal  B.  Manchester  died  July  28,  1924 


BELOVED  TEACHER 


Lillian  S.  Hawkes  -  the  perfectly  formed  letters  of  her  signature  at  the 
bottom  of  my  rank  card  stand  out  in  memory.  Primary  teacher  of  all 
the  children  in  the  north  end  of  town  for  so  many  years,  she  could  say 
and  often  did,  "I  had  your  father  in  his  first  years  of  school." 

The  "S"  is  for  Stanley,  her  mother's  maiden  name.  Born  in  Windham 
February  6,  1877,  daughter  of  Charles  0.  Hawkes  and  Carrie  Stanley 
Hawkes  (  of  Conn.)  she  began  her  long  career  in  teaching  at  the  Windham 
Plains  School  near  her  home. 

In  those  days,  a  girl,  having  received  secondary  education  and  taken  a 
test  that  satisfied  the  state,  was  granted  license  to  teach.  If  she  proved 
to  be  satisfactory,  she  soon  held  life  certificate  at  her  chosen  level.  Miss 
Hawkes  was  more  than  satisfactory  and  she  held  her  respected  position 
forty  years,  all  in  Windham. 

Everyone  has  an  image  of  the  typical  schoolma'am  in  the  early  1900's 
and  she  is  IT!  Jail,  thin,  long  nose,  keen  eyes,  perfect  teeth  and  shiny- 
clean  brown  hair  piled  high  on  top  of  her  head.  Her  Dress  was  never 
more  than  ten  inches  from  the  floor,  long  sleeves  and  plain,  navy  blue 
one  week,  maroon  the  next,  then  back  to  navy  blue-but  always  with 
an  immaculate  white  collar  and  cuff  set.  I  remember  the  celluloid  cuff 
protectors  fihe  sometimes  wore.  Putting  sticks  of  wood  in  the  old  black 
stove  could  be  very  dirty  work. 

Transferred  from  the  Plains,  Miss  Hawkes  taught  at  White  School  a  year, 
at  Newhall  a  year,  then  back  to  the  Plains.  The  1905  town  report  places 
her  as  primary  teacher  at  the  Arlington  Schook,  North  Windham,  and  that 
is  where  she  stayed. 
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She  held  full  sway  in  the  "little  room"  (primary  grades)  and  wheii  we 
left  her  to  go  to  the  "big  room"  (grammar  grades)  she  still  kept  tabs  on 
us.  She  loved  her  pupils  every  single  one.  If  she  pinched  you  on  both 
cheeks  and  looked  deep  into  your  eyes,  it  meant  that  she  was  especially 
fond  of  you.  It  hurt  but  you  couldn't  let  her  down  after  that.  From 
fear  or  from  love,  I'm  not  sure. 

"Busy  work"  was  placing  split  green  peas  on  her  chalk  outline  of  a  word 
printed  on  the  fastened  down  desk  top. 

The  girl  who  grew  tall  so  fast  she  couldn't  sit  still  without  aching  got 
a  whack  with  teacher's  big,  heavy  hand  when  found  up  and  learning 
over  her  desk  in  perfect  position  for  the  whack. 

It  was  weeks  after  schodl  began  that  my  youngest  sister,  in  Grade  1,  was 
discovered  reading  '"Little  Red  Hen"  with  her  book  upside  down.  Actually, 
she  was  reciting  the  story  she  had  memorized  from  having  it  read  to  her 
so  often. 

Arbor  Day  was  always  observed  at  Arlington.  It  was  Spring  and 
we  got  extra  time  outdoors.  The  trees  we  planted  must  have  died 
from  over-attention.  There's  just  a  big,  old  pine  on  the  grounds 
noWi 

The  other  big  day  was  the  Friday  afternoon  before  Memorial  Day. 
We  were  each  handed  an  American  flag  after  proper  ceremony  and 
extensibe  instruction  on  hoT^fc  to  conduct  ourselves,  and  marched 
across  the  road  to  the  cemetery.  There  we  found  a  marker,  (somel 
times  the  ragged  remnant  of  last  year's  flag)  and  placed  the  bright, 
new  flag  at  a  soldier's  grave.  I  do  wish  today's  children  could  know 
the  strong  feeling  of  patriotism  and  reverence  we  got  from  that 
experience  each  year.  Miss  Hawkes  had  very  great  and  good  influence 
on  our  lives. 

She  always  lived  within  easy  walking  distance  of  school,  -either  with 
the  Daniel  Cram's  or  the  Will  Cram's.  It  was  a  great  treat  to  catch 
up  to  her  and  hold  her  hand  on  the  way  to  school. 

(Everyone  walked  the  elm  tree  shaded  sidewalks  bf  the  little  village 
then.)  The  other  great  treat  was  to  be  chosen  to  pull  the  rope  to 
ring  the  big  bell  that  hung  in  the  belfry  atop  of  the  roof.  It  could 
swing  you  off  the  floor  just  enough  to  be  dandy  fun. 

In  1932  the  two  room  Arlington  School  was  moved  aside  about 
fifty  feet  (now  boarded  up  church  property)  and  the  big  present 
day  Arlington  school  built  to  accommodate  a  growing  population 
of  school  children. 

In  June  1937,  Miss  Hawkes  retired  and  went  to  live  with  Bertha 
Cram  Allen  on  the  Falmouth  Road.  I  expect  she  missed  her  little 
ones.  How  could  anyone  teach  that  long  and  not  miss  them.  Ten 
years  later,  November  5,  1947,  suddenly  and  unexpectly  she  was 
gone. 
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Ballad  of  Stephen  Manchester 
(an  early  Windham  Resident) 

He  came  into  these  dangerous  woods 
so  many  years  ago, 
and  here  he  brought  his  lovely  bride 
all  dressed  in  calico. 

But  first  he  fashioned  her  a  home 
where  they  could  happy  dwell. 
He  built  it  snug  and  built  it  true 
from  many  logs  he  felled. 

He  built  it  by  the  river  bank 
where  he  could  fish  and  hunt, 
and  where,  for  many  miles  around 
the  Indian  confront. 

He  cleared  his  land  and  plowed  his  fields, 
and  proudly  raised  his  crop. 
And  then,  for  many  days  he'd  work 
his  firewood  to  chop. 

The  Indrans  who  Camped  nearby 
were  very  fierce  indeed. 
They  raided  settlers  everywhere, 
committing  savage  deeds. 

By  burning  homes  and  burning  crops, 
and  killing  many  folk— 
they  brought  the  white  man  to  his  knees— 
and  left  the  town  in  smoke. 

And  Stephen  when  he  say  these  things, 
retaliation  swore. 

One  day  in  May--in  hand  to  hand, 
he  evened  up  the  score. 

And  shot  the  chief -a  lucky  shot 
(his  braves  all  fled  in  fear) 
This  shattered  Polin's  tribal  rule, 
and  peace  returned  that  year. 

Soon  all  the  farmers  near  and  far, 
began  to  spread  his  fame, 
and  even  now  we  don't  forget 
his  honor~or  his  name. 

by  Beatrice  Bailey-Furlong 
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PARSON  SMITH  HOUSE 


Located  on  the  River  Road  in  South  Windham  is  the  historic  Parson 
Smith  House.  This  is  the  oldest  section  of  the  Windhams,  having  been 
settled  in  1735  by  five  families  from  Marblehead,  Mass.  At  that  time  Maine 
was  a  province  of  Mass.  and  was  settled  by  proprietors  who  adopted  the 
name  of  the  town  from  whence  they  came;  consequently,  this  was  New 
jiflarblehead. 

The  proprietors  paid  5  pounds  for  admission  to  the  land  they 
settled  and  it  became  theirs  provided  they  build  a  house,  clear  7  acres, 
and  have  a  church  established  within  five  years. 

The  wars  between  the  early  settlers  and  the  Indians  were  numerous 
and  bloody.  It  became  necessary  to  take  down  the  church  that  had  almost 
been  completed  to  build  a  fort.  This  fort  was  located  on  the  grounds  of 
what  is  now  Parson  Smith  House  property  and  adjacent  to  the  house. 

While  the  wars  with  the  Indians  had  ceased  8  years  before  the  house 
was  built,  there  was  no  assurance  there  would  not  be  another  attack. 
Subsequently  the  house  was  built  with  all  the  fortifications  which  make  it 
a  garrisoned  house.  Three  of  the  four  outside  doors  still  open  outward 
and  the  real  protective  Indian  shutters  remain  in  the  one  room  where  the 
women  and  children  were  to  take  refuge  while  the  men  posted  themselves 
in  the  windows.  There  exists  a  stairway  in  the  attic  that  went  to  a  skylight 
to  get  the  flaming  arrows  off  the  roof.  Original  pegged  windows  with  many 
original  panes,  one  of  which  bears  a  signature,  done  about  1830  in  beau- 
tiful script,  are  a  few  of  the  features.  All  eight  rooms  have  fireplaces  and 
the  old  kitchen  fireplace  is  as  it  was  with  a  six  foot  opening.  The  hearth 
extends  ten  feet  to  include  the  Dutch  oven  where  the  baking  was  done. 
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The  wide  hall,  which  goes  through  to  the  back,  and  lovely  stair- 
way classify  the  house  as  a  mansion.  Parson  Peter  Thacher  Smith,  son  of 
the  first  settled  mmister  of  Portland,  was  the  second  minister  of  Windham. 
He  built  his  home  in  1764  in  anticipation  of  his  marriage  to  Elizabeth 
Wendall  of  Boston,  sister  of  his  classmate  at  Harvard,  Oliver  Wendall.  To 
make  visits  to  Boston  easier  and  so  she  wouldn't  miss  all  her  former 
luxuries,  Elizabeth's  parents  sent  with  her  a  two-wheeled  chaise  which  was 
later  to  be  eulogised  by  Oliver  Wendall  Holmes  in  "The  Deacon's  Matter- 
piece"  or  "The   Wonderful  One-Hoss  Shay  -  built  to  last  a  hundred  years 
to  the  day  " 

The  house  was  furnished  beautifully  with  Queen  Ann,  Sheraton, 
Chippendale,  and  Hepplewhite  and  it  became  the  center  of  social  activities 
in  the  area. 

The  Wendells  also  sent  Phyllis,  a  Mulatto  maid,  with  Elizabeth.  Madame 
Wendell  had  painted  a  full  size  figure  on  wood  of  Phyllis  carrying  a  chofcolate 
pot  and  cups  and  saucers.  Most  of  the  painting  became  the  Walter  Baker 
Cooking  Chocolate  Lady,  the  descendant  who  owns  the  fire  screen  has 
willed  it  to  the  house  along  with  one  of  the  little  cups  and  saucers. 

In  1935,  after  5  generations  had  lived  in  the  house,  it  was  left 
to  the  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  New  England  Antiquities,  a  large 
museum  society  of  Boston.  It  is  open  to  the  public  to  enjoy  and  admire 
several  days  each  week  or  by  appointment  from  July  1st  to  October  1st 
with  a  small  admission  charge. 

Across  the  road  from  the  house  and  nestled  back  from  the  road 
among  the  pines,  peacefully  sleep  many  of  the  early  settlers  in  the  Smith 
Anderson  Cemetery.  Some,  in  the  foreground,  have  only  fieldstones  to 
mark  their  graves.  This  was  so  the  Indians  wouldn't  dig  them  up  for  scalps. 
The  Parson's  mound  is  here  and  many  of  his  descendants  are  buried  there. 
The  Anderson  tomb,  in  the  far  corner,  is  a  replica  of  George  Washington's 
tomb.  A  stone  at  the  entrance  commemorates  a  pet  dog. 

In  fun,  it  is  stated  the  friendly  ghosts  come  up  the  hill  to  visit 
new  curators  the  first  year  or  so  that  they  live  there. 

Windham  is  rich  in  history  and,  fortunately,  it  has  been  recorded 
for  posterity.  Descendants  of  many  of  the  early  settlers  still  populate  the 
town,  proving  their  ancestors  did  not  work  and  fight  and  die  in  vain. 

Elizabeth  R.  Barto 
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WINDHAM  MUTUAL  FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


The  Maine  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Gorham  served  many 
Windham  residents  until  1858  when  Windham  townspeople  met  to  form 
their  own  company. 

Excerpts  from  the  Act  of  Incorporation  states  that: 

I.  Thomas  Mayberry,  Charles  Jones,  A.H.  Purington,  S.M.  Baker,  Henry 
H.  Boody,  Jerimiah  Hawkes,  Hall  Staples,  Jason  Hanson,  William  Bacon, 
William  Silla,  their  associates  and  others  who  may  become  members  of  said 
Company  as  herein  prescribed  are  hereby  incorporated  and  made  a  body 
politic  by  the  name  of  Windham  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  for  the 
purpose  of  insuring  in  the  town  of  Windham  only,  their  respective  dwelling 
houses,  stores,  barns  and  other  buildings,  household  furnishings,  merchandise 
and  other  personal  property  against  loss  or  damage  by  fire,  whether  the  same 
happens  by  accident,  lightening  or  by  any  other  means  excepting  that  in 
design  by  the  insured. 

II.  Said  Company  may  make  and  execute  such  by-laws,  not  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  the  State,  as  may  be  necessary.  Company  may  elect  needful  officers, 

fix  fees  and  manage  their  own  affairs  as  long  as  they  ascribe  to  State  regulations. 

This  Company  incorporation  was  approved  by  the  legislature  and  signed 
by  Gov.  Lot  M.  Morrill  of  Augusta  on  Feb.  15,  1859.  Dr.  B.  Parker  of  Windham 
Hill  was  the  first  President. 

Windham  Mutual  has  served  the  townspeople  these  many  years  and  is  still 
offering  the  same  coverage  of  policies  which  run  four  years  before  renewal.  There 
has  to  be  enough  funds  in  the  treasury  to  cover  the  demands  of  two  policies 
or  a  percentage  of  each  policy  is  assessed  to  each  holder  to  keep  the  required 
funds  available.  Local  regulations  are  set  by  the  board  of  ditfectors  who  meet 
when  necessary.  There  is  an  annual  meeting  for  election  of  officers. 

Present  officers  are:  President,  Everett  Libby;  Vice  President,  Phillip 
Millett;  Sec'y  and  Treas.,  Lillian  Connolly.  The  Board  of  Directors  are  elected 
for  a  multi  number  of  years  and  are  replaced  or  re-elected  as  their  term 
expires.  All  are  licensed  by  the  state  to  sell  insurance  in  the  Windham  Company 
and  are  available  at  any  time  for  information  concerning  its  benefits. 
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TELEPHONE  SERVICE  COMES  TO  WINDHAM 


After  establishing  a  telephone  service  in  Portland  in  the  late  1800's 
an  expansion  of  telephone  service  came  to  surrounding  towns.  Windham's 
first  office  was  in  the  Fred  S.  Hawkes  General  store  at  Windham  Center.  It 
was  a  magneto  board  with  six  lines  installed  in  a  small  closet-like  room  in 
one  corner  of  the  store.  As  these  small  exchanges  were  administered  by 
agents.  Mr.  Hawkes  became  an  agent  and  managed  the  office  business.  He 
hired  local  people  to  work  the  boars,  men  or  women. 

As  more  inhabitants  found  the  telephone  beneficial,  especially  in 
time  of  trouble,  these  lines  became  crowded  with  as  many  as  twelve  resid- 
ents to  a  line.  Growth  continued  and  different  facilities  were  needed  so  Mr. 
Hawkes  built  a  room  onto  the  side  of  his  store  in  1917  to  house  the  central 
office.  It  held  tow  sixty-line  boards,  a  public  pay  station,  office  table,  chairs, 
night  gong,  and  folding  bed.  The  power  for  these  boards  was  from  storage 
batteries  and  later  by  electric  motor.  They  could  also  be  powered  by  a  hand 
cranked  generator  worked  by  the  operator. 

Prior  to  World  War  2  there  was  great  demand  for  telephone  service 
so  both  boards  were  busy.  Lines  doubled  so  the  old  party  line  of  twelve 
or  more  became  eight  or  four  with  two-party  or  private  lines  available.  At 
peak  hours  from  May  18,  1938  until  conversion  to  dial,  two  operators  worked 
together  days  and  evenings. 

After  the  war  three  large  boards  were  installed  which  could  handle  seven 
hundred  lines,  if  needed,  with  three  operators  working  when  traffic  was  heavy. 

Plans  were  drawn  up  to  convert  to  dial  but  the  Korean  War  caused  a 
scarcity  of  copper  needed  for  the  conversion.  However,  land  was  purchased 
and  a  dial  house  constructed.  On  July  29,  1954  the  manual  boards  were 
discontinued  and  the  "voice  with  a  smile"  was  no  longer  heard  as  a  phone 
call  became  a  do-it-yourself  project.  A  new  brick  dial  house  replaced  the 
little  wooden  Cape  Cod  building  and  there  have  been  two  additions  to  the 
brick  building.  More  land  was  purchased  in  1974  and  a  'nrge  annex  built  in 
1975. 

The  last  Windham  agent  was  Mrs.  Susie  Allen  who  became  chief 
operator  in  Oct.  1944  when  all  business  was  conducted  through  the  Portland 
office.  The  last  chief  operator  was  Dorris  Allen  Shaw  who  was  transfered 
to  Portland  when  the  conversion  to  dial  took  place.  Thirteen  regular  operators 
not  transfered  or  pensioned,  accepted  severance  pay  and  returned  to  private 
life.  The  old  days  of  "Number  please"  have  faded  farther  into  the  distances 
of  time. 

Elsie  B.  Lorenzen 
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Telephone  Operators 

At  Switchboard:  Elsie  Lorenzen,  Carolyn  Campbell 
L  to  R:  Susie  Allen,  Doris  Shaw,  Donna  Shaw  Ambler. 
Ruth  Neeley  Grant,  Betty  Reeves,  Marilyn  Rogers  Worrey, 
lone  Evans  Kimball,  Evelyn  Jackson  Adams. 


Old  Telephone  Building 
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THE  OLD  GROCERY 


The  one  story  building  on  the  corner  of  Windham  Center  Road  and  Gray 
Road  (route  202)  was  placed  on  leased  land  in  1838  by  William  Gould.  It  was 
first  used  as  a  tailor  shop. 

The  carved  ornamental  trim  on  the  false  front  of  the  building  came  from 
the  old  St.  Paul  church  in  Portland  at  demolition  for  a  new  church  and  was 
purchased  and  placed  on  the  Windham  Center  building.  When  this  building  was 
sold,  Mr.  Gould  reserved  the  right  to  remove  the  trimmings  but  never  claimed 
them.  It  is  thought  thfet  the  carved  trim  came  from  England  at  the  time  the 
first  St.  Pauls  was  built  but  there  is  nothing  to  substantiate  this.  In  later  years  j 
this  ornamental  trim  was  painted  green  which  greatly  enhanced  its  beauty  agains 
the  white  building. 

Around  1845  Mr.  Alley  Hawkes  purchased  the  building  for  a  store,  and  in 
1850  bought  the  land  from  Mr.  Edward  May  berry.  It  has  been  used  asr  a  store 
for  groceries,  grain,  and  storeroom  and  car  garage.  Its  latest  use  is  for  a  club 
house. 

The  grocery  business  was  moved  across  the  street  in  1884  and  still 
continues  in  business.  The  Hawkes  family  sold  their  holdings  in  the  grocery 
business  in  late  1954,  after  over  one  hundred  years  and  three  generations 
of  owners  in  one  family.  The  last  owners  of  the  old  store  deeded  the  building 
to  the  Cross  Roads  Garden  Club  in  1956. 

"The  Old  Grocery"  will  be  a  landmark  for  many  years  to  come.  | 

Elsie  Lorenzen 
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PRESUMPSCOT  RIVER  STEAMBOAT  LINE 
Captain  Joseph  H.  Hazelton,  Prop. 

A  promotions  booklet  issued  by  the  Railroad  in  1895  *for  the  benefit  of 
tourists  and  sportsmen  coming  to  our.  beautiful  state  for  rest,  relaxation,  and 
sporting'  contains  a  picture  of  the  '*SOKOKIS^  and  describes  its  daily  trips  up 
the  Presumpscot  River. 

The  most  recent  inquiry  from  summer  tourists  is,  "Where  can  we  find 
a  pleasant  trip  for  a  days  outing?"  The  answer  is:  By  taking  the  electric  cars 
of  the  Portland  St.  R.R.  Co.,  head  of  Preble  St.,  to  Westbrook,  thence 
steamer  SOKOKIS  up  the  winding  Presumpscot  river  to  Mallison  Falls,  South 
Windham,  and  return— a  delightful  sail  of  11  miles  on  one  of  the  most  pict- 
uresque rivers  in  the  State.  On  leaving  the  wharf  at  Bridge  St.,  Westbrook 
you  first  pass  a  number  of  fine  farms  on  each  side  of  the  river.  Soon  you 
are  winding  you  way  through  forests  of  trees,  conspicuous  among  them  the 
noble  pine  and  hemlock.  Continuing  up  the  river,  there  are  maay  crooks  and 
bends,  sometimes  almost  a  circle.  On  rounding  some  of  these,  you  might  leave 
the  forest  and  see  a  rocky  hill  with  a  farmhouse  in  the  distance.  The  scenery 
all  along  the  route  is  beautiful  in  the  extreme. 

The  terminus  at  Mallison  Falls  is  a  delightful  spot  where  are  pavilions, 
rustic  seats  and  adornments  beneath  cool  foliage.  After  a  restful  sojourn  here, 
the  return  trip  is  equally  interesting. 

The  SOKOKIS  was  60  feet  long  and  could  accomodate  125  people.  For 
eight  summers  it  plied  the  river  three  times  daily,  —except  Sunday.  No  amount 
■of  persuasion  of  the  part  of  the  railway  or  would-be  passengers  could  change 
the  determination  of  Capt.  Hazelton  "not  to  run'er  on  Sunday". 
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OLD  LIBRARY 

The  Old  Library  building,  now  the  Windham  Health  Council  Loan 
Closet,  has  a  history  dating  back  to  the  early  1800's.  For  about  150 
years  it  set  nearly  opposite  Hawkes  Grocery  Store  at  Windham  Center. 
It  was  first  used  as  a  shoe  shop.  Later,  partitioned  into  two  rooms,  it 
served  as  living  quarters  for  a  married  couple.  For  a  while  it  was  simply 
a  building  for  storage. 

The  Windham  Center  Circulating  Library  Association,  Inc.  rented  the 
building  at  different  times  for  their  library,  and  the  last  time  asked  that 
the  partition  be  removed  to  provide  more  space. 

In  1907,  failing  to  get  the  town  to  buy  a  lot  or  building  for  a 
library,  the  Association  bought  the  rented  building  for  $50.  from  Mr. 
Fred  S.  Hawkes  who  was  willing  to  allow  use  of  the  land  it  set  on  as 
long  as  it  was  needed  for  a  library. 

In  March,  1972  the  building  was  sold  to  the  town  for  $75.  A  lot 
of  land  near  the  Public  Library,  purchased  from  Hanson  heirs  several 
years  back,  was  graded  and  cement  posts  erected  as  foundation  for 
receiving  the  old  library  building.  The  move  up  the  Windham  Center 
Road  took  place  October  25,  1973.  The  Loan  Closet  building  had 
served  as  a  circulating  library,  off  and  on,  for  about  a  hundred  years. 
It  is  serving  the  Health  Council  well  as  a  Loan  Closet. 

Elsie  Lorenzen 
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POPEVILLE 


The  following  story  was  written  by  a  grand-neice  of  Phebe  Pope,  great 
grand-daughter  of  Elijah  Pope  who  first  settled  what  is  still  called  Popeville 
in  Windham. 

PAST  HISTORY  OF  POPEVILLE  (As  told  by  Aunt  Phebe  Pope  many  years 
ago. 

Popeville  is  not  on  any  road  map.  Nor  could  one  find  it,  be  sure  of  finding 
it,  by  inquiry  along  the  road.  But  there  are  those  who  prize  the  good  things 
of  the  past  so  let's  take  one  more  look  at  this  busy  little  village  of  the 
1840  and  50's  while  a  few  are  still  left  who  will  recognize  it. 
It  was  on  Pleasant  River,  on  the  road  that  leaves  the  GrayRoad  (Route  202) 
near  the  Friends  Meeting  House,  going  west  toward  Windham  Hill.  Here 
settled  Elijah  Pope,  a  Quaker  blacksmith,  about  1768.  He  and  his  wife  Phebe 
(Winslow  from  Falmouth)  had  twelve  children,  seven  sons  and  five  daughters 
all  of  whom  lived  to  old  age. 

Son  Nathan,  after  learning  the  woolen  business  in  Mass.  returned  to  Popeville 
and  bought  the  water  privilege  near  his  father's  farm.  At  that  time  it  was 
used  for  a  saw  mill.  Nathan  built  a  small  woolen  mill  which  he  ran  successfully 
for  many  years.  All  of  the  machinery  was  brought  by  horse  team  from  North 
Andover,  Mass.  "Windham  in  the  Past"  tells  us  it  was  this  Nathan  who  built 
the  brick  house  (still  in  fine  condition  1975)  but  Aunt  Phebe  says  it  has  been 
a  family  belief  that  her  great  grandfather  built  it  and  that  it  was  occupied  by 
four  Pope  families. 

In  1841  Nathan's  sons,  Isaiah,  Oliver  and  Joseph  took  over  the  business  under 
the  firm  name  of  Isaiah  Pope  and  Company.  The  business  prospered  and  they 
added  other  lines.  More  buildings  were  erected  and  more  homes  were  built. 
Aunt  Phebe  remembers  beyond  the  brick  house  were  rows  of  tender-bars  used 
for  drying  and  a  fine  playhouse  for  children.  There  was^the  blacksmith  shop, 
the  fulling  mill,  the  dye  house,  and  a  cotton  mill.  On  the  other  side  of  the 
river  was  along  building  about  a  ljundred  feet  used  as  a  storehouse  and  office 
with  tendar-bars  upstairs  for  drying  in  bad  weather.  Next  to  this  was  a  green 
house  long  occupied  by  Robert  Pope's  sister.  Then  a  large  store  with  a  shop 
on  the  second  floor  where  sales  work  and  custom  clothing  were  made.  On  this 
floor  was  a  tenement  where  Charles  Nichols  a  coffin-maker,  lived.  Behind  the 
long  building  was  a  copper  shop.  Beyond  the  bridge  was  a  saw  mill  and  a 
grist  mill.  The  next  building  was  a  boarding  house  where  my  father  Isaish 
Pope  and  my  mother,  Sarah  Cook  Pope  lived  and  this  is  where  we  five 
children  were  born.  Beyond  was  a  large  stable,  a  busy  place,  for  the  teams 
were  going  to  Portland  every  day  delivering  to  and  bringing  back  supplies. 
Later  we  lived  in  a  new  house  on  the  hill  which  my  father  built.  This  had  a 
flat  roof  and  I  found  it  just  the  place  from  which  to  throw  a  ball  to  children 
in  the  yard  below,  -until  my  father  found  out.  His  "Let  it  be  the  last  time,  " 
kept  me  on  a  level  with  my  playmates  in  later  games. 
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came  the  freshet.  The  Pope  brothers  needing  more  water  power  had  bought 
water  privilege  at  the  Narrows  and  built  a  dam  there.  This  is  where  the  out- 
let of  Little  Sebago  Lake  starts  and  flows  into  Pleasant  River  near  Saywood's 
saw  mill  at  the  State  Road.  During  the  last  days  of  April  and  the  first  days 
of  May  1861  it  rained  continuously  until  the  lake  was  more  then  ten  feet 
above  ordinary  level. 

On  the  morning  of  May  7th  Ellery  Sawyer,  who  was  watching  the  dam, 
had  just  sat  down  to  his  breakfast  when  with  a  crash  and  a  roar  the  dam 
went  out.  Mr.  Sawyer  raced  down  the  river  on  horseback  to  warn  the  people. 
When  the  water  reached  Popeville  it  brought  with  it  broken-up  saw  mills, 
bridges,  logs  and  trees.  It  carried  away  the  Popeville  bridge,  the  long  saw 
mill  and  on  the  other  side,  the  fulling  and  dye  houses.  The  cotton  and 
woolen  mills  were  twisted  on  their  foundations.  The  basement  of  the  store 
was  battered  to  pieces.  Machinery  of  all  kinds  was  destroyed.  The  loss  was 
heavy  but  the  Pope  brothers  repaired  and  re-built.  They  carried  on  as  best 
they  could.  Then  followed  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  War  with  death,  mis- 
fortune, and  hard  times.  The  Quakers,  always  non-participation  in  any 
violence,  joined  to  form  an  under-ground  railroad  station  to  aid  escaping 
slaves. Aunt  Phebe  says  that  her  grandfather's  house,  the  brick  house,  was 
a  station  on  this  line.  She  remembers  the  anxious  days,  and  nights  and  the 
ingenuity  used  to  maintain  secrecy. 

As  for  Popeville,  about  1879,  Allen  Garner  bought  the  mill  property  and 
his  prospects  were  good  until  one  Sunday  in  1880  the  mill  was  ablaze  and 
everything  on  that  side  of  the  river  was  destroyed. 

Then  John  Keene  owned  and  ran  the  grist  mill  and  carded  wool.  He  was 
there  in  his  eighties  doing  a  fair  business  but  again  fire  broke  out  in  1889 
and  leveled  the  place,  bringing  an  end  to  business  in  Popeville. 

The  river  flows  by  though  the  mill  dam  is  gone.  The  sturdy  houses  they 
lived  in  are  still  occupied.  One  might  find  traces  of  a  once  busy  settlement 
by  searching  out  cellar  holes  and  stone  foundations  but,  nearly  a  hundred 
years  latey,  don't  trespass. 

The  Society  of  Friends,  by  their  rule  of  severe  plainness  in  worship,  dress, 
speech,  and  life  in  general,  were  a  separate  people  though  taking  their  place 
in  importnat  affairs  of  thetime  with  the  best  of  citizens.  Aunt  Phebe,  as  a 
girl  found  the  social  restrictions  rather  galling.  The  life  of  the  people  in  her 
Congregational  Church  on  Windham  Hill  looked  good  to  her.  She  resolved  tha 
when  she  was  grown  her  feet  would  find  that  path.  She  would  not  remain  a 
Quaker,  not  SHE.  So  life  went  on  in  Popeville,  simple,  honest  and  clean.  The 
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Vena  Robinson  Soule  wrote  the  following  story  out  of  her  pleasant  recollect- 
ion as  a  child  growing  up  in  Windham.  Her  father  owned  Robinson's  Woolen 
Mill  at  South  Windham  from  1879  Until  his  death  in  1890.  Then  her  two 
brothers  ran  the  mill  for  a  number  of  years.  Dole's  History^  of  Windham  lists 
her  in  the  1900  school  census  as  being  a  ten  year  old  pupil  of  District  2. 
Now  from  her  home  in  Beaumont,  Texas,  Mrs.  Soule  maintains  great  interest 
in  Windham,  the  Historical  Society,  and  the  monthly  newsletter  of  the  society. 
Little  did  she  think  that  we  would  like  her  letter  to  us  so  much  that  we 
would  want  to  share  it  in  the  Courier. 

MEMORIES  "I  remember"— "Do  you  recall?"— when  oldsters  get  together 
their  conversations  soon  become  a  succession  of  remembrances  and  what 
delightful  times  they  have. 

THE  COBBLER  SHOP-In  our  modern  pseudo-sanitary  way  of  life  I  think  I 
miss  most  of  all  the  smells  that  so  quickly  indentified  things  and  places  I  knew 
long  ao,— the  grocery,  barber  shop,  drug  store,  livery  stable.  One  of  the  most 
delightful  of  these  smells  to  me  as  a  child  was  the  cobbler  shop.  There  was 
no  other  smell  like  the  one  that  greeted  me  at  the  door  of  that  little  old 
shop.  I  was  always  ready  to  hop  into  the  buggy  with  my  father  after  hear- 
ing mother  tell  him,  "Leave  the  basket  of  shoes  at  Sam  Thomas'  shop 
when  you  go  for  the  mail  this  morning."  That  was  a  requent  chore  in  our 
family  with  three  active  children  at  the  turn  of  the  century.  Sam  Thomas 
Dole's  Cobbler  Shop  was  an  Institution  in  the  town  of  Windham.  It  was  at 
the  far  end  of  the  village  from  our  home  at  Mallison  Falls.  It  set  just  over 
the  brim  of  the  hill  where  the  big  white  church  sort  of  presided  over  the 
homes  that  clustered  down  toward  the  river.  It  was  a  small,  one-room 
yellow  frame  building  a  few  yards  away  from  the  little  white  house  where 
he  and  Phoebe  lived.  But  the  odor  that  greeted  one  at  the  door  made  it 
the  most  fascinating  place  to  a  curious  child. 

I  was  always  first  out  of  the  buggy  to  get  a  whiff  of  that  tantalizing  smell. 
It  is  utterly  indescribable  -  a  combination  of  old  shoes,  new  leather,  neat's 
foot  oil,  corn-cob  pipe  smoke,  and  the  coffee  that  was  always  simmering 
on  the  little  old  pot  bellied  stove.  Once  inside  I  had  plenty  of  time  to 
investigate.  My  father  always  sat  down  to  chat  with  the  old  man  who  was 
an  authority  on  town  affairs,  state  history,  politics,  weather,  crops  and  so 
forth.  He  was  old  at  that  time,  a  small  man  with  white  hair,  always  ready 
with  a  smile  for  children  and  a  good  hearty  laugh  when  anything  amused 
him.  His  fingers  were  still  nimble  and  he  worked  constantly  while  he  talked. 
He  sat  at  the  end  of  the  bench  that  was  his  work  area  with  tools  and 
equipment  within  easy  reach.  It  was  blackened  from  long  use  and  smeared 
with  the  oils  and  greases  of  his  trade.  The  only  other  furniture  was  an 
old  chair  or  two  and  a  two-step  stool  just  right  for  a  child  to  sit  on  while 
watching  him  deftly  sew  a  patch  on  her  small  shoe  which  he  held  between 
his  knees. 
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On  the  bench  were  box-like  compartments  holding  his  needles,  spools  of 
strong  linen  thread,  balls  of  beeswax,  pegs,  nails,  and  small  tools,  His 
knives  were  neatly  slipped  into  a  set  of  heavy  leather  pockets  fastened 
to  the  end  of  his  seat,  ready  to  use,  but  with  sharpness  well  protected. 
Some  had  odd  shaped  blades  with  curved  tips  for  trimming  the  edges 
of  taps  or  heels.  Others  had  short  stubby  blades  for  prying  nails  out 
of  soles  of  shoes.  His  hammers,  all  with  very  short  handles  and  bowed 
heads  or  broad  flat  pounding  surfaces,  were  not  a  bit  like  carpenter's 
hammers.  There  were  big  ugly  needles  and  the  thread  was  carefully  drawn 
over  the  wax  balls  before  and  during  sewing.  There  were  shelves  to  hold 
his  less  frequently  used  supplies.  Tanned  hides  hung  along  the  wall.  On 
the  big  nail  hung  strips  of  leather  for  shoe  laces.  In  a  corner  was  the  ever 
ready  boot-jack.  There  was  a  variety  of  "Lasts"  ranging  from  small  ones 
made  of  wood  for  children's  and  women's  shoes  that  he  could  hold  on  his 
lap  as  he  worked  to  the  large  metal  ones  mounted  on  frames  that  he  stood 
beside  while  working  on  men's  big  shoes,  farmer's  boots  and  work  shoes. 
"Sam  Thomas"™nobody  called  him  Mr.  Dole— did  not  make  shoes.  He  was 
a  cobbler  and  mended  shoes.  Cobblers  repaired,  patching  uppers  and  pegging 
on  soles  or  "taps",  using  his  broad  headed  hammers  and  wooden  pegs.  His 
was  a  Cobbler  Shop,  never  a  shoe  shop  or  repair  shop. 

In  earlier  years  this  was  an  itinerant  trade.  The  cobbler  carried  his  shop, 
often  in  a  wheel  barrow  or  some  kind  of  wheeled  cart,  and  worked  under 
a  tree  in  summer  or  in  the  corner  of  someones  kitchen  in  cold  or  rainy 
weather.  Mending  all  the  shoes  of  that  family,  he  would  move  on  to  the 
next  farm  or  village.  As  Communities  grew  there  was  more  work  in  smaller 
areas  as  the  Shop  became  stationary  and  an  important  part  of  the  business 
scene.  The  making  of  fine  shoes  was  something  different  and  had  been 
going  on  for  centuries.  It  was  a  profitable  business.  Very  old  paintings 
and  statuary  show  us  interesting  footwear.  In  our  Eastern  cities  were 
shoemakers  who  made  elegant  boots  and  shoes  for  "The  Gentry."  In 
fact,  two  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  were 
shoemakers. 


This  page  sponsored  by  IDSOM  CORPORATION 
INCINERATOR  DISPOSAL.SYSTEMS  OF  MAINE 


98 


AN  ERA  OF  SOCIABILITY 
IN  WINDHAM'S  PAST  HISTORY 


After  the  Indian  Wars  the  settlement  on  the  lower  River  Road  became 
larger.  People  looked  about  for  sociability  which  had  been  possible  only  after 
church  or  regular  prayer  meetings  held  in  the  fort  and  later  in  the  school- 
hous??. 

Cattle  fair§,  horse  and  oxen  pulling  contests  were  held  in  summer. 
The  Sunday  school  picnic  was  highlight  of  the  season.  A  library  was  tried 
and  abandoned.  Families  drove  to  neighboring  homes  to  spend  the  day  in 
winter.  A  few  hired  cottages  at  the  beach  for  the  week-end  before  harvesting, 
Baked  bean  suppers  were  held  after  each  corn  husking  party.  (Beware  of  red 
ears  of  corn,  girls,  or  you'll  be  kissed  by  the  fellow  who  discovers  that  you've 
husked  one.)  This  corn  was  winter  feed  for  the  live-stock  and  shelled  as 
needed. 

In  the  1890's  the  women  started  a  sewing  circle  known  as  the  Busy 
Bees.  Sewing  was  done  for  the  hostess  or  for  oneself.  Light  refreshments 
.were  served.  To  earn  money,  plays  were  put  on  and  fairs  held  at  the 
schoolhouse  where  each  chairman  and  her  helper  decorated^a  table  and 
canopy  of  colored  paper  in  keeping  with  her  assigned  ware;  booths  for 
candy,  apron§,  handkerchiefs,  "white  elephant"  articles,  and  chances  on  quilts 
and  pillow  tops.  With  the  proceeds,  heavy  ironware  mugs  and  plates  were 
purchased.  Also  tin  cutlery  that  had  to  be  scoured  in  sand  to  remove 
rust  before  use  at  the  neighborhood  picnic. 

People  with  the  largest  houses  were  the  party-givers.  Games  for 
the  youngest  and  card  games  for  the  oldest  and  surely  a  place  for  those 
who  loved  to  dance.  "Do-Si-Do  and  away  we  go"  through  the  reels  of 
Miss  Brown  and  Virginia,  squares.  Plain  and  Lancer's  quadrilles,  or 
contras  -  -  Hill's  Victory,  Lady  of  the  Lake,  Boston  Fancy  and  Portland 
Fancy. 

Round  dances  were  becoming  popular;  -  -  waltz,  two-step  gallop 
and  polkas.  The  young  people  wanted  a  dancing  school.  One  was  started 
at  the  country  fiddler's  home.  Daniel  B.  Shaw,  a  musician  with  Chandler's 
and  Westbrook  bands  had  a  big  house  and  the  only  hardwood  floor  in 
the  neighborhood.  It  took  a  slick  surface  after  an  application -of  paraffin 
which  the  young  men  loved  to  whittle.  With  Mr.  Shaw's  fiddle,  a 
hormonica  sometimes,  or  a  parlor  organ  (if  someone  was  around  who 
could  play  it)  the  dancing  school  became  the  best  attended  event  of 
the  week.  That  was  Wednesday. 

Every  Saturday  night  the  people  gathered  at  somebody's  house 
for  more  partying.  In  time  the  crowd  got  so  big  it  was  impossible 
to  hold  them  in  the  homes.  The  Busy  Bees  decided  to  do  some- 
thing about  it.  Realizing  they  could  not  do  much  alone,  and  with 
about  seven  dollars  in  funds,  they  invited  the  men  to  an  evening 
meeting  and  formed  an  association. 


99 


Thus,  the  Goodall  Park  Association  came  into  being  in  1908,  Contrary 
to  some  beliefs  the  group  was  not  named  for  any  family  living  at  that  time. 
It  was  just  put  together  by  the  first  secretary  of  the  association,  Mrs.  Ella 
Shaw,  as  sounding  good.  Twenty -five  cents  yearly  dues,  more  fairs  and  plays, 
and  chances  sold  on  quilts  were  means  of  fund  raising.  Efforts  paid  off.  A 
plot  of  land  40  x  60  facing  the  River  Road  just  south  of  the  corner  lot  at 
Weber  Road  was  given  free  lease  for  ninety-nine  years,  by  the  owner,  Mr. 
August  Weber,  to  the  association  and  an  open  pavilion  erected.  Public  dances 
were  held,  admission  thirty-five  cents  for  men,  ladies  free.  People  came  up 
from  Westbrook  by  boat  and  from  all  over  Windham  by  horse  and  wagan. 
With  only  a  hood  to  keep  out  dampness,  fiddle  strings  snapped  at  strategic 
moments  and  dancers  "sitting  it  out"  were  sometimes  cold.  After  three  years, 
it  was  decided  to  close  in  the  pavilion.  Windows  were  installed  and  a  big 
wood-burning  stove  became  a  source  of  heat.  With  a  Larkin  catalog  soap 
order  the  women  bought  tin  reflector  oil  hanging  lamps  to  place  along  the 
building  rod  running  end  to  end,  through  the  middle  of  the  hall.  A  stage  was 
built  and  a  refreshment  stand  installed.  With  a  new  square  piano  moved  in  and 
boasting  "one  of  the  best  dance  floors  in  the  state"  Goodall  Hall  became  the 
place  for  any  event,  both   summer  and  winter. 

If  memories  could  talk,  they  would  tell  of  dinners,  dances,  card  parties, 
receptions  and  going-away  parties  for  the  boys  who  served  in  World  War  I.-- 
and  the  celebrations  upon  their  return.  Soon  the  hall  had  to  be  enlarge  and 
a  nine-foot  addition  was  made.  The  stage  was  moved  back,  the  refreshment 
stand  made  bigger,  and  an  ante-room  added. 

About  this  time  Westbrook  patrons  nicknamed  the  place  "Beanville" 
(or  "Bingville"  for  some).  The  nickname  stuck  and  in  the  city,  "Let's  go  up  to 
Beanville,  "became  popular.  It  gained  in  popularity  for  many  more  years. 

Then,  as  neighborhoods  change  and  people  go  in  more  directions  for 
entertainment,  so  did  Beanville  change  and  the  big  hall  was  idle  for  a  while. 

In  November  of  1933  a  small  orchestra  group  from  Westbrook  rented 
the  hall  planning  to  hold  weekly  dances  in  it.  In  preparation  for  the  first 
dance  they  held  a  rehearsal  in  the  afternoon,  locked  the  door  and  went 
home.  But  a  match  or  cigarette,  thought  to  be  extinguished,  ignited  with 
dry  leaves  and  an  almost  gale  wind  soon  carried  the  flames  under  the 
building  and  all  was  destroyed,  even  the  musical  instruments  that  had  been 
left  for  the  evening. 

The  land,  on  lease  until  the  year  2008,  reverted  to  the  owner,  and 
with  dwindling  membership  the  Goodall  Park  Association  became  only  a 
memory  to  the  few  left  who  remember  its  existence. 

Elsie  Lorenzen 
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THREADS  ON  YOUR  BACK,  TABLE  AND  WALL 


Twenty  years  ago  a  person  could  rummage  through  a  second  hand  shop 
and  discover  various  types  of  textile  equipment,  spinning  vv^heels  and  looms.  A 
spinning  wheel  was  a  fantastic  find  for  the  indoor  gardener.  An  ivy  would 
grow  beautifully  through  the  spokes  of  the  wheel.  Looms  on  the  other  hand 
were  bought  with  an  honest  intention  to  use  them  but  they  were  relegated 
to  attics  because  there  was  little,  if  any,  instruction  available. 

Today,  however,  the  story  has  changed.  In  a  sense  the  old  arts  are 
returning;  more  accurately  they  are  experiencing  a  rebirth  and  restatement. 
The  arts  of  spinning  and  weaving  are  as  old  as  the  Egyptian  pyramids  and 
older.  In  colonial  days  these  skills  were  a  necessary  part  of  the  homestead. 
Ready-made  fabric  was  scarce,  imported  from  Britain  and  very  costly. 

With  the  advent  of  efficient  farming  techniques,  cotton  and  wool 
were  produced  in  more  abundance.  Machines  took  over  hand-spinning.  A 
local  woman  no  longer  spun  her  own  wool  and  flax  all  winter  and  had  it 
woven  by  an  itinerant  weaver  or  by  the  area  "goods"  man.  Machines  took 
over  weaving,  also.  The  United  States  by  1870  could  commercially  produce 
a  high  percentage  of  its  own  fabrics. 

Hand-spinning  and  hand-weaving  threatened  to  become  a  lost  art  in 
the  1920's  and  1930's.  By  the  40's  all  sorts  of  man-made  materials,  nylon, 
orlon  and  so  on,  had  been  introduced  as  wonder  fibres  to  the  textile  industry. 
Natural  materials  were  not  in  favor;  new  fibres  were  easier  to  care  for  and  in 
brighter  colors. 

The  revival  of  the  art  of  spinning  and  wsaving  has  occurred  much  as  a 
part  of  the  overall  interest  in  handcrafts.  Through  the  efforts  of  several  re- 
searchers in  colonial  textiles  the  charm  of  weaving  has  been  introduced,  also. 
To  be  able  to  reproduce  a  colonial  sytled  coverlet  or  "kivver"  was  a 
challenge  to  the  beginning  weaver.  Once  this  was  accomplished,  the  weaver 
went  further  and  explored  the  possibilities  of  all  sorts  of  yarns,  threads, 
ropes,  fibres.  Man-made  fibres  presented  new  problems  and  excitement.  Today's 
spinner  has  a  choice  to  spin  raw  wool,  alpaca,  dog,  nylon  linen,  grass,  lion 
and  an  infinite  assortment  of  other  fibres  if  he  chooses.  With  his  unusual 
yarn,  which  may  be  in  texture  from  superfine  and  smooth  to  rope  thick  and 
lumpy,  he  may  constract  a  composition  ot  intense  textures  and  life.  His 
construction  methods  may  be  executed  by  using  a  harnes  loom,  a  backstrap 
loom,  a  crochet  hook  macrame  knots  and  countless  other  techniques. 

Nationally  spinning  and  weaving  are  indeed  very  active  and  contemporary 
arts.  In  Maine  alone  the  Maine.  Guild  of  Spinners  and  Weavers  boasts  a 
membership  of  over  160.  If  a  person  chooses  to  have  and  use  that  unique 
fabric  for  clothing,  linens  and  enjoyment,  he  may  spin  and  weave  his  own  or 
commission  a  weaver  to  do  so.  Today's  weaver  is  versatile,  innovative  and 
creative.  Spinning  and  weaving  is  an  old  art,  yes;  a  rebirth,  certainly;  today's 
fine  art  craft,  with-out  a  doubt. 


Rachael  H.  Emmons 
Artist  and  weaver 
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THE  INKHORN 


What  think  ye  of  this  merry  brook, 
How  it  got  its  name, 
Sleepy  httle  winding  rill, 
Got  its  claim  to  fame? 

Fresh  water  spring  on  little  mount 
In  wooded  ledge  of  Canada  Hill 
Is  source  of  rakish  rambling  fount, 
And  its  beginning  there  does  spill; 

Through  New  Marblehead  in  hills 
Called  by  some  the  dolomites, 
Bubbling,  gurgling  on  its  way 
Through  some  most  historic  sites. 

Abraham  Anderson  built  his  manse. 
Fifth  settler  of  the  town  he  chose; 
Nigh  River  Road  his  land's  expanse. 
In  graveyard  near  he  finds  repose. 

Splashing  down  between  the  rocks 
Under  wooden  footbridge 
Into  deep  and  quiet  pool 
Circled  by  a  high  ridge. 

Seems  I  to  this  have  go 
For  quiet  contemplation; 
But  I  often  view  the  site 
With  feelings  of  elation! 

Elderberry  clusters  blue 
From  high  banking  bower 
In  this  pool  in  dimmer  hue 
Their  reflections  shower. 

Once  I  great  Blue  Heron  spied 
On  a  summer's  morning  - 
Taking  off  in  flight,  he  cried. 
As  the  sun  was  dawning! 
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One  Samuel  Elder  settled  here; 
A  grant  to  him  was  given 
One  hundred  acres  less  or  more 
In  seventeen  Thirty-Seven. 

Rockamecook  Indian  Band, 
Headed  by  Chief  Polin, 
Here  made  settlers  flee  their  land 
To  hilltop  fort  from  lowland. 

The  Parson  Smith  upon  this  ground 
In  later  years  his  homestead  built. 
Where  Indian  arrowheads  were  found 
And  cannonball,  where  blood  was  spilt. 

Flowing  down  to  Saccarappa, 
Riverlets  a  'quiver, 
But  it  does  are  reaching  town 
Join  Presumpscot  River. 

Once  the  King's  surveyor  came 
On  a  misty  spring  morn, 
And  in  brook  which  bears  its  name 
Chanced  to  lose  his  inkhorn. 

That  is  how  it  got  its  name— 
This  brook  of  olden  his  'try; 
So  to  you  the  tale  is  told— 
Relating  all  its  myst'ry! 

-L.  Jordan  Berry-1976 
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The  Bicentennial  Booklet  Committee 
Extends  Its  Thanks 

The  Bicentennial  Booklet  Committee  is  deeply  indebted  to  many  people 
who  gave  most  unselfishly  in  order  to  make  this  undertaking  a  success 
Many  volunteer  hours  were  involved  from  people  whose  names  do  not 
appear  on  the  Committee  listing. 


Each  and  every  organization  included  in  the  descriptive  section  sub- 
mitted its  own  report  to  the  Committee  and  this  has  helped  to  keep 
the  flavor  of  each  group;  the  Windham  Town  Council  saw  merit  in  the 
undertaking  and  included  an  appropriation  in  the  warrant  at  Town  Meet- 
ing; the  North  Windham  Business  Associates  endorsed  the  project  of 
sponsoring  pages  and  assisted  greatly  by  contacting  their  membership 
and  several  persons  shared  their  knowledge  of  the  Town  and  its  people 
to  add  to  the  Heritage  section. 


Last,  but  by  no  means  least,  the  Committee  is  especially  grateful  to 
Mr.  Philip  Moody  who  gave  many  hours  from  what  is  already  a  busy 
schedule  to  dtake  and  develop  most  of  the  pictures  that  are  contained  in 
the  booklet.  His  interest  not  only  in  the  booklet  itself  but  in  the  quality 
of  the  photographic  accounting  of  the  Town  is  most  appreciated. 
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Bicentennial  Boosters 


Gary  Russell  Ames 
Elizabeth  Anne  Baggett 
Malcolm  Barto 
Betty  Barto 
William  Hager 
Sue  Hager 
Rollin  Barto 

Roscoe  &  Margaret  Catland 
Dana  N.  Clements 
Nancy  Anne  Clements 
Jeffrey  Michael  Clements 
Linda  &  Jim  Dychkowski 
Cora-Ellen  Frewin 
Douglas  M.  Frewin 
Elizabeth  Kaye  Frewin 
Stephen  Bedford  Frewin 
George  A.  Furlong 
Beatrice  Bailey -Furlong 
Eleanor  Higgins 
Arthur  M.  Roman 
Eleanor  D.  Homan 
Philip  Kennard 
Mahlon  &  Joan  Kirk 
Kimberly  Elaine  Kirk 
Lake  Shores  Lodge  LO.O.F. 
David  &  Carol  Manchester 
Walter  T.  Manchester 
Lawrence  W.  Manchester 
Michael  &  Sharon  Janssen 
James  &  Elain  Herlan 
Tristam  D.  Manchester 
Robert  S.  Manchester 
David  &  Janet  Cole 
Judith  L.  Manchester 
Lawrence  &  Frances  Manchester 
Rep.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  J.  Peterson 
Robert  A.  Pettersen 


Harold  Rich 

Anne  Freeman  Rich 

South  Windham  Bicentennial  Bluebirds 

Mrs.  Judith  Ronaghan,  Leader 

Leslie  Charboneau 

Laurie  Ross 

Tara  Ronaghan 

Mawnie  Ronaghan 

Beth -Ann  Cash 

Tammy  Larribee 

Roger  &  Theresa  St.  Pierre  Timmons 

Kenneth  Roger  Timmons 

Richard  Eliot  Timmons 

Julie  Anne  Timmons 

Jennifer  Lee  Timmons 

Ernest  Stephen  Timmons 

Clarence  &  Elizabeth  Timmons  Wisecup 

Kathleen  Elizabeth  Wisecup 

Michael  David  Wisecup 

Windham  Educators'  Association 

Gordon  G.  Williams 

Katherine  H.  Williams 

Richard,  Jr.  and  Barbara  Roy 

Tracy  Roy 

Beth  Roy 

Shane  Roy 

Shannon  Roy 

Ronald  and  Martha  Strout 

Aaron  Strout 

John  Strout 

Heather  Strout 

Winfred,  Jr.  and  Barbara  Strout 
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The  Cost  of  Living  -  July  4,  1976 


Shrimp  Dinner  ,  ,  $  2.50 

Men's  &  Women's  Golf  Shoes   13.99 

Picnic  Tables   25.25 

17  inch  Color  TV  (sale  item)   429.95 

Drive— In  Movie  (per  car  load)   ^-^^ 

Armless  Sofa  Beds   ^^-^^ 

12,000  BTUH  Air  Conditioner   369.99 

Spanish  Onions   -10  P^^^^- 

10  lbs.  Potatoes   -^^ 

Nylon  Shag  Carpeting   ^-^^  sq.  yard 

Persian  Kittens   ^^-^^ 

Women's  3— speed  bicycles   59.99 

Cashmere  Coats  220.00 

Sod  (6ft  X  18  in.)   1.62 

Men's  Dress  Shirts   9.88 

Boys  20"  Bicycle   59.99 

Knit  Slacks   19.00 

Fresh  Steamers   6.75  (14  lbs.) 

Littleneck  Clams   .75  pgj. 

Lobsters   2.79  per  lb. 

1976  Chevette  2  Dr.  Hatchback   2976.93  +  tax 

L78  -  15  Whitewall  Tire   49.95 

Cast  Iron  Cook  Stove   444.00 

7  1/4  in.  circular  saw   29.99 

2x4  economy  studs   .89 

Stamps   J  3 
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